
We believe all building projects should seek to achieve four 
basic goals.  These can be seen as sustainable design 
goals, but they are also basic goals all buildings should meet 
as part of “good design”.

1. Buildings must be safe for their residents, visitors, 
and neighbors.

2. Buildings must be resource – efficient.

3. Buildings must be flexible and adaptable.

4. Buildings must be durable and maintainable.

Excerpted from Chris Schaffner, “MIT Graduate Student Residence: 
Initial Thoughts on Sustainability,” March 2006.
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Sustainable Sites

Water Efficiency

Energy and Atmosphere

Materials and Resources

Indoor Environmental Quality

Innovation + Design Process


