Environmental Film Festival

sponsored by the Department of Urban Studies and Planning

February 2
5:00 pm

A documentary about why the lives of ordinary people living in Sasolburg and
South Durban have become a daily struggle for health because of excessively
high levels of air pollution.

6:30 pm

A film by Michael Kot.

Welcome to the beaches of Alang in India the world's largest scrapping site for
ocean going ships. Forty thousand Indian live and work here, dismembering and
scavenging 400 ships every year. Workers are exposed to poisons 24 hours a day,
and one worker a day dies on the job. It may be one of the most dangerous jobs
in the World. Vividly capturing both the haunting beauty of the ships and the
deplorable conditions of the workers, Shipbreakers is an international

story of greed, survival, Third World labor and environmental neglect.

8:00 pm
Director Davis Guggenheim eloquently weaves the science of global warming with Mr. Gore's
personal history and lifelong commitment to reversing the effects of global climate change.

A longtime advocate for the environment, Gore presents a wide array of facts and information
in a thoughtful and compelling way.

February 3
5:00 pm

The film examines the impact of corporate globalization on Mexico, focusing on the maquiladoras,
U.S.-owned factories employing cheap Mexican labor. Archival footage and interviews provide

historical background to the present crisis, involving the displacement of peasant farmers who

migrate to northern border cities such as Juarez and Tiajuana, where they endure dangerous working
conditions in the maquilas for starvation wages. The film also reveals other aspects of the present crisis,
including the environmental disasters generated by these factories, their unsafe environment, which has
resulted in an unsolved series of brutal rapes and murders of young women employees, and violent
rural confrontations between the Mexican Army and Mayan peasant farmers as part of the

government's efforts to suppress the Zapatista rebellion. The video features interviews with

workers, factory managers, government officials, army officers, indigenous peasants and economists.

6:30 pm

This film by Academy Award-winning filmmaker Nigel Noble documents the workaday lives

of Brazilian peasants who cut down trees in the Amazon rain forest and burn the wood in earthen kilns

to make charcoal, an essential ingredient for the manufacture of pig iron in the U.S. These

"charcoal people," including children as young as five, live and work in appalling conditions in a

toxic environment with no sanitation or potable drinking water. The film graphically details the primitive
process of making charcoal, by burning wood in clay ovens, which has not changed since the early

nineteenth century. The workers are systematically subjugated by debt, since they are charged more for their
food than they receive in wages. The laborers and their families discuss the backbreaking and dangerous work,
which involves the despoliation of their natural surroundings, and we witness the toll it takes

on their own health and the global environment. i

8:00 pm 40 hoguart Bipos

Offers an in-depth investigation into the disturbing truth behind

the unlabeled, patented, genetically engineered foods that have quietly filled U.S. grocery store shelves

for the past decade. From the prairies of Saskatchewan, Canada to the fields of Oaxaca, Mexico, this film

gives a voice to farmers whose lives and livelihoods have been negatively impacted by this new technology. The
health implications, government policies and push towards globalization are all part of the reason why many
people are alarmed about the introduction of genetically altered crops into our food supply. Shot on location in
the U.S., Canada and Mexico, The Future of Food examines the complex web of market and political forces that
are changing what we eat as huge multinational corporations seek to control the world's food system. The film
also explores alternatives to large-scale industrial agriculture, placing organic and sustainable agriculture as real
solutions to the farm crisis today.

Screenings begin at 5:00pm
Dinner at 6:00pm

Sponsors: Room 32-124 (Stata Center)
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