LSA 220
Morphology, syntax, and semantics of modals
Syllabus

Kai von Fintel & Sabine Iatridou

1 Coordinates

e Monday and Wednesday, 1:30pm - 3:15pm

e (Classroom: 101 Moffitt

2 Instructors

e Kai von Fintel, fintel@mit.edu, +1.857.234.2662

e Sabine Iatridou, iatridou@mit.edu, +1.617.201.4616

3 Prerequisites

e Basic background in syntax and semantics

4 Course Requirements

To receive a grade and credit for this class, you have to do A or B:

A: Write a paper on a modality-related topic

B: Pick a language that is spoken by somebody at this Institute. The
language cannot be English. Investigate the following questions about
modals in this language:

i. Make a list of the necessity modals (epistemic, deontic, goal-
oriented) and the possibility ones (epistemic, deontic, goal-oriented).

ii. Do the epistemic necessity modals display the properties dis-
cussed for English must in Session I?
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iii. What are the scopal properties of the epistemic and deontic uni-
versal and existential modals with respect to sentential negation
(see Session I)?

iv. Does this language have a sufficiency modal construction like the
ones discussed in Sessions II-I1I?

v. Does the language convey the meaning of ought by using coun-
terfactual morphology on a necessity modal (see Session III-IV)?

vi. How does the language convey modals about the past and modals
in the past (see Session V)?

vii. Does this language form Type II IaDs with a formally imperative
verb in the first conjunct (see Session VI)?

viii. Pick your answer to one of the above questions and elaborate
further on it.

Due Date: Sunday August 16 @spm
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Many other readings will be listed in the continuously updated course bibli-
ography.
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