The Story of Stone: This is the winner of the Joseph Levenson Prize for the best book on pre-twientieth century China published in 1992, awarded by the Asian Studies Association.  Bringing together Chinese myth, religion, folklore, art, and literature, The Story of Stone is the first in any language to amass the sources of stone myth and stone lore in Chinese culture. This book explores the claims of the cultural past upon the present, analyzes intertextuality within Chinese traditions, and examines the accretion and transformation of the folkloric stone/jade into literary imagery. By both challenging and retaining traditional sinological scholarship, this book sheds light on the ideological ramifications these three literary works have had in Chinese cultural history and opens up a new critical space for rethinking issues of classical studies in terms of contemporary intellectual concerns.

