Chinese Popular Culture and the State

大 众 文 化 与 国 家 
The seven essays and three commentaries in this volume bear out the sheer diversity of the heterogeneous cultural space drawn together by the term ‘popular.’  The contributors interrogate the terms of the popular and of culture in different methodological and disciplinary registers.

Questions raised in this volume include the following:

· How are structural relationships between cultural producers and consumers, between the production end of culture industry and the consumption-reception end of culture, rearticulated in the postsocialist era?

· Do historicity and locality register at all in transnationalizing cultural practices such as working and spending, tourism, watching TV, or converting to global health norms?

· How are the libidnal and capital economies connected in our thinking about popular culture and its objects?

· How do we conceptualize the question of desire when we examine a popular culture not entirely free from the (post)socialist state’s programmatic compulsion?

· What new agents are being produced by the social processes that we have begun to identify as ‘popular’?

· What is the changing relationship between politics and culture in the reform era?
Edited by Jing Wang, the issue also features articles and commentaries from:

Judith Farquhar, Li Hsiao-t’i,  Eric Kit-Wai Ma, Dai Jinhua, Jing Wang,  Peter Nickerson, James Hevia, David S. G. Goodman, Ralph Litzinger, and Tani Barlow.
*                      *                      *                       *                       *                    *                    *
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