
21G. 502 Japanese II Syllabus, Spring 2018 

Instructors and Office Hours 

Aikawa, Takako  相川孝子(あいかわたかこ)   (14N-314)  

 オフィスアワー：火曜日、木曜日: 11 時～12 時 or By Appointment 

Masako, Atakke       安宅正子(あたけまさこ)     (16-675A) 

 オフィスアワー： 月曜日、金曜日: 11 時～12 時 or By Appointment 

Meeting hours and classrooms 

• Section 1 MTRF   9:05-  9:55 Rm. 4-249  

• Section 2 MTRF 10:05-10:55 Rm. 4-249  

• Section 3 MTRF 12:05-12:55 Rm. 4-249  

• Section 4 MTRF   1:05- 1:55  Rm. 4-249  

Textbooks 

“Genki, An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese I”, The Japan Times (available at Kendall 

Coop) 

“Genki Workbook”, The Japan Times (available at Kendall Coop) 

 

Online supplementary materials and resources. 

Supplementary course materials and other resources are available on the Stellar course website: 

http://web.mit.edu/21f.502/www/review.html  

Canvas and Piazza for better communication 

We deliver our calendar via Canvas and other announcements via Piazza throughout the semester.   

Why do we use Piazza in addition to Stellar? 

We would like to use the forum site to post comments/feedback on quizzes, homework, classroom 

activities.  We would like YOU to do the following from your end: 

To post questions or answer questions from your classmates 

To post interesting/fun resources for learning Japanese  

To organize study groups 

Check our Canvas and Piazza on a daily basis. 

 

Course objectives and procedures 

This course covers "Genki I" Lessons 7 through 12, enhancing your four language skills (i.e., 

listening, speaking, reading and writing). The program emphasizes ACTIVE command of Japanese, 

not passive knowledge. Your goal is not simply to study the grammar and vocabulary, but to 

acquire skills necessary to use them in a linguistically and culturally appropriate way. By the end of 

the semester, you will be able to carry on a (basic) daily conversation with Japanese people. You 

will also learn approximately 87 Kanji characters in this course. 

http://web.mit.edu/21f.502/www/review.html


In this course, there are two types of class sessions, Grammar Sessions and Drill Sessions. In 

Grammar Sessions, information necessary for using the language, such as grammar, vocabulary, 

and socio-cultural information, will be provided primarily in English. 

Drill Sessions are conducted almost entirely in Japanese. Sessions will concentrate on speaking 

activities that require you to use the language actively. Good daily performance scores can be 

achieved when you have learned and practiced the assigned Drills before coming to class. 

 

Evaluation 

Daily grade 20% * 

Lesson Quiz (x5) 25% ** 

Interview Test (x2) 15% 

One-Hour Exam 10% 

Vocabulary, Kanji Quizzes 10% *** 

Homework 10% 

Projects (x2) 10%  

* Three lowest daily grades will be dropped during the term. 

** One lowest lesson quiz score will be dropped at the end of the term. 

*** Two lowest quiz scores will be dropped at the end of the term. 

Daily Grade 

In Drill sessions, you will be given a daily performance score based on your performance:  

10 = Excellent performance 

9 = Strong performance; well-prepared with a few minor mistakes  

8 = Fair performance; prepared with some mistakes or weakness   

7 = Weak or unsatisfactory performance; evidently unprepared 

0 = Absent 

Exams and Quizzes 

There are two oral interview tests, five Lesson Quizzes and a one-hour long exam. Vocabulary and 

Kanji Quizzes are given throughout the semester.  No make-up quizzes or exams will be given in 

this course unless you have legitimate excuses.  See the Attendance Policy below.  

Homework Assignments 

To receive full credit, each homework assignment must be submitted by the deadline. Late 

submission will result in a one deduction in grade (e.g., B+ -> B; A-> A-; etc.).  No credits will be 

given after 3 days of the deadline.  

Attendance Policy 

Attend all sessions. Because of the cumulative nature of language learning, it is essential that you 

attend all sessions and keep up with the course work on a daily basis. Please follow online daily 

schedule and come to class well-prepared.  



Your absence will be excused with legitimate (academic/job-related) reasons. You must notify your 

instructor and arrange a make-up in advance.  If you get sick and can’t come to class, let your 

instructor know and arrange a make-up with her as soon as possible.   

Be punctual. Coming in late not only results in missed performances and quizzes that may not be 

made up.  Also showing up late may distract other students.  Let’s try to be punctual! 

NO TEXTING! Use of cell phones and smart phones is strictly prohibited during class. 

Switching a section requires a legitimate reason.  Please let us know in advance if you need to switch 

your section.  

 

Miscellaneous 

Concentration for Japanese is Japanese I-IV or three consecutive classes above Japanese II. 

Contact Takako Aikawa (taikawa@mit.edu) for questions regarding HASS concentration in 

Japanese. 

If you are interested in Japanese Minor, please consult Paul Roquet (proquet@mit.edu). 

Study Abroad Program in Japan: contact Takako Aikawa (taikawa@mit.edu). 

MISTI-Japan: Contact Christine Pilcavage (csp18@mit.edu).  

 

mailto:taikawa@mit.edu
mailto:csp18@mit.edu)

