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Curriculum Vita 

 

PART I: General Information 

 

DATE PREPARED:   May 10, 2001 

Name:     Peter G. Danias, M.D., Ph.D., F.A.C.C. 

Office Address:    Cardiovascular Division 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

330 Brookline Avenue 

Boston, MA 02215 

Phone: (617) 667-4842 

Home Address:   91 Veterans Road, Apartment 414 

    Winthrop, MA 02152 

E-Mail: pdanias@caregroup.harvard.edu  FAX: (617) 667-4833 

Place of Birth:  Athens, Greece 

Education:  

1984-90   M.D.    Athens University Medical School, Athens Greece 

1990-94   Ph.D. (Medicine/Clin. Microbiol.) Athens University Medical School, Athens Greece 

Postdoctoral Training: 

Year    Title  Specialty/Discipline  Place of Training 

1990-91    Resident Anesthesiology   Tzaneion Hospital, Pireas Greece 

1991-94    Resident Internal Medicine   New England Medical Center, Boston MA 

1994-97    Fellow  Cardiology/Nuclear Cardiology Univ. of Connecticut Health Center, Farmington CT 

1997-98    Fellow  Cardiac MRI   Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA 

Licensure and Certification: 

1990  Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG) 

1992  Federation Licensure Examination (FLEX)  

1994  Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine 

1995-97  Licensed Physician, State of Connecticut 

1997  Licensed Physician, State of Massachusetts  

1997  Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine / Cardiovascular Disease 

1997  Certification Board of Nuclear Cardiology (CBNC) 

Academic Appointments: 

1998-99  Instructor in Medicine   Harvard Medical School, Boston MA 

2000-  Assistant Professor in Medicine  Harvard Medical School, Boston MA 
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Hospital Appointments: 

1998-  Director of Nuclear Cardiology  Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA 

1998-  Physician, Active Staff   Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA 

Service Responsibilities: 

1998- Attending Physician, Exercise Laboratory  Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA 

1998- Attending Physician, Consultation and Ward Service Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA 

Major Administrative Responsibilities: 

1998- Director, Nuclear Cardiology   Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston, MA 

1999-  Secretary      New England Hellenic Medical and Dental Society 

1999,2000 Chairman/Organizer, Annual Research Symposium, New England Hellenic Medical and Dental Society 

2000 Chairman/Organizer, Cardiology Fellows Tutorial in Nuclear Cardiology, New England 

2001 Chairman/Organizer, Nuclear Cardiology in the Outpatient Setting 

Professional Societies:  

1994- American College of Cardiology    Member 

1994- American Heart Association    Member, Clinical Cardiology Council 

1997- Society of Cardiac Magnetic Resonance   Member 

1998- American Society of Nuclear Cardiology   Member 

1999-  New England Hellenic Medical and Dental Society  Member 

Awards and Honors:  

1984-87, 1989  National Scholarship Foundation Award, Greece 

1985-90   Papadakis Memorial Award, University of Athens, Greece 

1988   Parkinson Disease Foundation Research Scholarship 

1991-94   Kriezis Memorial Award, University of Athens, Greece 

1993   American College of Physicians - Associates’ Competition Research Award 

1995   American College of Cardiology/Intermedics Learning Center Scholarship 

1995   American College of Cardiology/Bristol-Myers Squibb Travel Award 

1996   American College of Cardiology/Intermedics Learning Center Scholarship 

1996   American Heat Association/Genentech Travel Award 

1997   American Heart Association/ Bristol-Myers Squibb Travel Award 

1998 Fellow, American College of Cardiology 

1999 Harvard-M.I.T. / Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center – Pfizer C.I.T.P. fellowship 

Nominations: 

1999   Harvard Medical School S. Robert Stone Teaching Award 

1999   American College of Cardiology W. Proctor Harvey MD Young Teacher Award 

2000 Harvard Medical School Faculty Award for Excellence in Clinical Teaching 

2000    Harvard Medical School S. Robert Stone Teaching Award 



Page 3 of 12 
                                                                             Peter G. Danias, MD, 
PhD 

 

Part II: Research, Teaching and Clinical Contributions 

 

A. Report of Research, Teaching and Clinical Contributions 

The use of novel noninvasive imaging technology to diagnose and evaluate the extent of coronary artery 

disease has been the main theme of my research. I have used nuclear cardiology and magnetic resonance imaging 

techniques to assess the presence and severity of coronary stenoses. In part icular, I have investigated the use of 

gated single-photon emission tomography with Tc-99m simultaneous myocardial perfusion and systolic function to 

differentiate ischemic and nonischemic cardiomyopathies. Currently, I am investigating the use of this technique to 

assess the presence of coronary disease in branch vessels. I have also used cardiac magnetic resonance imaging to 

study and improve free-breathing techniques for visualization of the coronary arteries. For this purpose I have 

investigated the relationship of coronary and diaphragmatic respiratory motion, and the use of diaphragmatic 

navigators to measure cardiac motion and to guide image acquisition for coronary magnetic resonance angiography. 

Presently I am investigating the use of novel intravascular agents that change the magnetic properties of blood and 

allow high resolution (submillimeter) imaging of the coronaries. I am also investigating the cardiac abnormalities in 

obesity (using cardiac magnetic resonance imaging) and their association with serum hormone levels. 

 My current teaching responsibilities include the coordination of the cardiology fellows’ training in nuclear 

cardiology. For this purpose, I organize and supervise regular reading sessions during which I guide the fellows 

through the interpretation of nuclear cardiac studies. I also coordinate a weekly nuclear cardiology conference, 

during which interesting cases are presented and discussed. Finally, I am organizing monthly nuclear cardiology 

journal clubs and research meetings. On a national level I serve as a member of the Training and Credentialing 

Committee of the American Society of Nuclear Cardiology and I have been appointed as the chairman for the 

ASNC/SNM Trainee Tutorial Programs in Nuclear Cardiology.  

 My clinical responsibilities include serving as the inpatient service, stress test and consult cardiology 

attending for a period of 6 weeks/year. During this time I supervise the work of one cardiology fellow, 4 residents and 

2-3 3rd and 4th year medical students. 

 

B. Funding Information 

1994 Hartford Hospital   PI: Gary V. Heller, MD, PhD Gated SPECT and cardiomyopathy 

1998 Am. Heart Assoc. Grant-in-Aid  PI: Ming Hui Chen, MD  MRI for heart position and XRT 

1999 Dupont Radiopharmaceuticals  PI: Peter G. Danias, MD, PhD SPECT for branch CAD 

1999 EPIX Medical, Inc.  PI: Peter G. Danias, MD, PhD MS-325 enhanced-coronary MRA 

1999 Dupont Radiopharmaceuticals  PI: Peter G. Danias, MD, PhD Gated SPECT for RV evaluation  

2000 Eli Lilly & Co.   PI: Peter G. Danias, MD, PhD Raloxifene and aortic elasticity 
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C. Report of Current Research Activities 

Coronary MRA using intravascular contrast agents  Principal Investigator (5%) 

Hormonal determinants of cardiac function in obesity  Principal investigator (10%) 

Use of SPECT cardiac imaging to evaluate branch CAD Principal investigator (5%) 

Use of gated SPECT for assessment of the RV  Principal investigator (5%) 

Measurement of aortic elasticity using MRI   Principal Investigator (20%) 

Assessment of coronary MRA for evaluation of CAD  Principal Investigator: Warren J. Manning, MD (5%) 

The MARRVEL study: LV function post MI by MRI  Principal Investigator: Nathaniel Reichek, MD (5%) 

 

D. Major Research Interests 

Coronary magnetic resonance angiography 

Assessment of aortic elasticity using magnetic resonance imaging 

Nuclear cardiac imaging in patients with systolic left ventricular dysfunction 

 

E. Report of Teaching 

1. Local contributions 

a. University of Athens Medical School, Greece 

1985-86 Biology Laboratory Teaching Assistant  50 students  8 hours/year 

1986-87 Anatomy Laboratory Teaching Assistant  25 students  100 hours/year 

b. University of Connecticut, School of Medicine 

1993-94 Physical Therapy Course in Cardiology  50 students  2 hours/year 

1994 Cardiology Course (ECG) 2nd Year Medical Students 50 Students 2 hours/year 

b. Harvard Medical School Courses 

1998- Cardiology Consultation/Ward elective Attending 6-9 students/year 6 weeks/year 

1999- Patient-Doctor II Course 3rd Year Medical Students 35 students  8 hours/year 

1999- Comprehensive Examination 4th Year Medical Students 10 students  4 hours/year 

c. Graduate Medical Courses (ongoing) 

1998- Nuclear Cardiology Teaching Sessions, Organizer and Discussant 150 hours/year 

1998- Nuclear Cardiology Clinical Conferences, Discussant   40 hours/year 

1998- Cardiology Lecture Series – Cardiology Fellows   20 hours/year 

1998- Nuclear Medicine Lecture Series – Nuclear Medicine Residents 1 hour/year 

 

2. National Contributions 

1998- Reviewer and contributor of questions for ABIM Cardiovascular Disease Certification Examination 

1999- Reviewer, Journal of American College of Cardiology 

1999- Reviewer, Journal of Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
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2000- Reviewer, American Journal of Cardiology 

2000- Reviewer, American Journal of Medicine 

2000-  Reviewer, Journal of Nuclear Medicine 

2000-  Member, Training and Credentialing Committee, American Society of Nuclear Cardiology 

2000-  Chair, CME Task Force “Fellow Tutorial”, American Society of Nuclear Cardiology 

 

3. Invited Lectures 

04/99 The Clinical and Biological Basis of the Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome, Banbury Center, Cold Spring Harbor 

Laboratory, New York 

Topic:  Non-Invasive Assessment of the Elastic Properties of Medium Size Arteries 

08/99 BIDMC Cardiology Research Seminar 

 Topic:  Nuclear Cardiology Research – An update 

10/99 Cardiovascular MR Imaging for the Cardiac Patient. The MRI Centers of New England, Springfield MA 

Topic:  Coronary MR Angiography 

12/99 Cardiology Conference, St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center, Boston MA 

Topic:  Cardiac MRI. Current Status and Future Perspectives 

01/00 5th Annual Course on Interventional Cardiology and Angiology. “Live Course 2000”, Hamburg Germany 

Topic:  Angio MR of the Coronary Arteries. Present and Future 

03/00 Philips MR Symposium, Anaheim CA 

Topic:  Coronary MR Angiography 

05/00  Cardiology Fellows Tutorial in Nuclear Cardiology, New England, Boston MA 

Topics:  How to interpret a gated SPECT myocardial perfusion study 

 Gated SPECT for diagnosis of CAD and assessment of prognosis  

 Nuclear cardiology in women 

06/00 Meeting on Current Status and Future Perspectives of Cardiac Magnetic Resonance, Athens Greece 

Topic:  Coronary Imaging using Cardiac MR 

08/00  Cardiovascular MR Symposium, Houston, TX 

 Topic:  Coronary Magnetic Resonance Angiography. Reality or Fiction? 

08/00  Cardiology Conference, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham AL 

 Topic:  MRI Applications and Potential for Assessment of Ischemic Heart Disease 

09/00  Cardiology Conference, Medical University of South Carolina, Charleston SC 

 Topic:  Nuclear Cardiology Applications in CHF 

09/00  5th Annual American Society of Nuclear Cardiology Symposium and Scientific Session, Chicago IL 

 Working Group Challenges 

09/00  III International Symposium: New Perspectives in Atherosclerosis, Hypertension and Heart Failure, Lisbon 

Portugal 
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 Topic:  Contribution of MRI to evaluate heart failure and ischemia 

10/00  Medical Grand Rounds, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston MA 

 Topic: Nuclear Cardiology: An outdated technology or a powerful diagnostic and prognostic tool in 

cardiology? 

02/01  Medical Grand Rounds, Berkshire Medical Center, Pittsfield, MA 

 Topic: An update on Nuclear Cardiology  

03/01  Lecture Series (#5) on advanced MR imaging organized by Philips Medical Systems  

 Hong Kong, Hong Kong (cosponsored by the Hong Kong Society of Magnetic Resonance Imaging 

Technology);  Taipei, Taiwan; Beijing, China; Seoul, Korea; Sydney, Australia 

 Topic: Advanced Cardiac MR Imaging 

04/01  Nuclear Cardiology in the Outpatient Setting, Newton MA 

Topics:  Gated SPECT for diagnosis and assessment of prognosis  

 Getting the most out of stress testing: Exercise and pharmacologic protocols  

05/01  Cardiovascular Grand Rounds, Vanderbilt Medical Center, Nashville TN 

 Topic: Advances in cardiac Magnetic Resonance Imaging  

 

F. Report of Clinical Activities 

1998-   Cardiology Consultation/Ward Service Attending   6 weeks/year 

1. Inpatient cardiology and consultation service 

Exercise Laboratory 

2. Inpatient Cardiology Ward Service (average census 5-6 patients/day)  

Adult Cardiology Consult Service (average census 3-5 patients/day) 

Exercise Laboratory Interpreting Physician (average load 20-25 stress tests/day) 

 

Part III: Bibliography: 
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9. Danias PG, Stuber M, Botnar RM, Kissinger KV, Chuang ML, Manning WJ. Navigator assessment of breath-

hold duration: Impact of supplemental oxygen and hyperventilation. Am J Roentgenol 1998;171:395-397. 

10. Danias PG, Chalevelakis G, Mylonakis EE, Argyropoulou A, Paniara O, Saroglou G, Raptis SA. Comparative in 

vitro and in vivo efficacy of roxithromycin and erythromycin against a strain of methicillin-susceptible 

Staphylococcus epidermidis. Diagn Microbiol Infect Dis. 1998;32:51-54. 

11. Danias PG, Ahlberg AW, Clark III BA, Messineo F, Levine MG, McGill CC, Russell A, Clive J, Dougherty JE, 

Waters DD, Heller GV. Combined assessment of myocardial perfusion and ventricular function with exercise 

technetium-99m sestamibi gated single-photon emission computed tomography imaging, to differentiate ischemic 

and nonischemic dilated cardiomyopathies. Am J Cardiol 1998;82:1253-1258. 
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