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• Ease of use

• Many of our staff were familiar with it.

• We already had a site license.

• Web server & language already included.

Why we chose FileMaker



The public web interface

http://libraries.mit.edu/vera

















• river.mit.edu

• Windows 2000

• 512 Mb RAM 

• 9 Gb hard drive

• Dell box:  Pentium III @ 996 Mhz

The server
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FileMaker settings

• We use “custom web publishing.”

• FileMaker Pro 5.5 Unlimited

• It’s a web server, cgi gateway, and 
database rolled into one.

http://www.filemaker.com/



FileMaker settings

• The HTML template files are stored
in

Applications/
    FileMaker Pro 5.5/

         Web

• You can create a “web security” database
for controlling permissions. It gets stored in

Applications/
    FileMaker Pro 5.5/

         Web Security



FileMaker settings



The database

Vera contains:  

• 344 databases  
• 4,874 e-journals

filed under 69 subjects

(as of Friday, Oct. 17, 2003)



The database

Resources
5,218 records Subjects

69 records

Maintainers
6 records

RS_Items
8,365 records

(as of October 17, 2003)





• It’s easy to maintain the database via the 
FileMaker interface, rather than a web 
interface.

• We can use all the built-in features of 
FileMaker for manipulating the database 
and creating new layouts and reports.

The database



The web templates
Public Vera
• 25 html template files
• 2 SSI text files
• images

Staff  Vera
• 5 html templates files



Public Vera



Staff  Vera



The web templates

CDML code viewed in Dreamweaver

   - keyword results screen







Keyword results screen













CDML details
[FMP-IF: URLResult.neq.] [FMP-FIELD: Title][FMP-ELSE] [FMP-
FIELD: Title] [/FMP-IF]

[FMP-IF: c_New.neq. ]       [/FMP-IF]

[FMP-IF: BrokenResource.eq.yes]      [/FMP-IF]

[FMP-IF: Interface.neq.] 
[FMP-FIELD: Interface][FMP-ELSE] 
[FMP-FIELD: Publisher] [/FMP-IF]

[FMP-FIELD: title_note, Raw]

[FMP-IF:c_FullGoURL.neq.]Bookmarkable URL:[/FMP-IF] 
[FMP-FIELD: c_FullGoURL] �





CDML details

[FMP-IF:  URLResult.neq.] 
<A HREF="[FMP-Field: URLResult]">
[FMP-FIELD: Title]</A>

You can put the contents of a field in a link:



Stable URLs

• URLs are stable and can be bookmarked
 or linked to from other pages

• We use “shortcut URLs” to link to 
pre-defined searches



A URL deconstructed
http://river.mit.edu/mitlibweb/FMPro?
-DB=RS_Items.fp5&
-Lay=web&
-format=ro_subject_results.htm&
-error=ro_search_error.htm&
-lop=AND&
-SortField=Title&-SortField=titlesort&-SortField=Interface&
-SortOrder=Ascending&-Max=100&-op=eq&c_Hold=no&
op=cn&Type=Database&
subject=%3D%3DAeronautics%2FAstronautics
&-Find=Search



URLs

Shortcut URLs:

http://libraries.mit.edu/db/aero

http://libraries.mit.edu/ej/aero



URLs





More information
FileMaker web site
http://www.filemaker.com

Books:
 Advanced FileMaker Pro 6 Web Development 
 by Bob Bowers ,Steve Lane ,Moyer ,Bowers
 Wordware Publishing; Book and CD-ROM edition, 2003.

 The Book of FileMaker 6: Your One-Stop Guide to FileMaker
 Pro Unlimited, Developer, Server, and Mobile 
 by Chris Kubica 
 No Starch Press; Book and CD-ROM edition, 2003.



More information

FileMaker Pro Consultants:

The Support Group
Natick, MA
http://www.supportgroup.com/



Improving  Access to E-Journals and Databases at the 
MIT Libraries: 
Building a Database-Backed  Web Site Called "Vera"

http://www.hennigweb.com/publications/vera.html 

More information
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