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Imagine a cultural historian who is interested in the eighteenth-
century performance and reception of Tartuffe, Molière’s 1667 play 
on religious hypocrisy. Currently, a browser search on the CESAR 
web site, the most complete online source for French theater in this 
period, would yield information on the play’s publication, some 
engraved images of the play, some references to review or police 
reports related to individual performances, and an incomplete 
performance record. The researcher would still not know much 
about eighteenth-century performances of the play.

From 1680 to the present day, however, the Comédie-Française 
theater troupe in Paris has kept daily records of its repertory, box 
office receipts, and expenses, as well as additional information on 
set and costume design, actor’s roles, police records, etc. Together, 

this wealth of information is stored in the archives of the theater troupe on the Palais Royal in Paris. In the fall of 2007, 
HyperStudio and Dr. Jeffrey Ravel, Associate Professor in History at MIT, initiated the Comédie-Française Registers 
Project (CFRP), bringing together fellow collaborators at Oxford Brookes University, the University of Paris-X 
(Nanterre) and the Bibliothèque-Musée de la Comédie-Française.

The CFRP provides access to – and increases the usability of – these unique 
records for the period between 1680-1800. The creation of a fully searchable online 
platform, combined with advanced search and visualization tools allows scholars to 
more readily investigate correlations between public attendance, box office receipts 
and repertory choices.
 
It is not hard to imagine how the availability of the data and the tools will 
dramatically augment the scope of research in the field, its modes of inquiry and 
the type of research questions that can be answered.

With the Comédie-Française Registers Project (CFRP), the HyperStudio wishes to 
enhance research in seventeenth and eighteenth century French theater practices. 
Tartuffe, and the hundreds of other plays in the troupe’s repertory, will again 
become dynamic cultural artifacts whose changing reception across the century 
can be accurately tracked and creatively analyzed.
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The Research Group

Now in its sixth year,  the Metamedia Research Group has been conceptualizing, developing, 

and deploying innovative digital archive projects for teaching and learning across a broad 

range of topics in the humanities, arts, and social sciences. Originally funded by the D’Ar-

beloff Fund for Excellence in Education at MIT, the Metamedia Research Group has devel-

oped over 30 interactive digital archives that teachers and students can use to explore a va-

riety of subject areas, create, annotate, and share multimedia collections, and collaborate 

over the Internet. Metamedia archives have been integrated into a variety of!curricula, thus 

fostering students' critical analysis of!historical!and contemporary media texts. The 

Metamedia Research Group now operates within the HyperStudio, a laboratory for digital 

humanities that is jointly sponsored by Foreign Languages and Literatures (hosting sec-

tion), Comparative Media Studies, and the Literature faculty. 

Projects

Recent projects include a Historical Punch Archive, an Archive on the Revolving Door as a 

metaphor, a Contemporary French Arts Archive, a Belgian Contemporary Culture Archive, 

and the Asian!Games Village Archive, strengthening the international reach of the project 

and making the most of the project’s decision to develop a system based an widely accepted 

open standards.!A new Digital Archive project, entitled Repertoire, integrates Web 2.0 tech-

nologies such as social tagging and mashups with Google Earth. Two new projects, US-Iran 

Relations - Missed Opportunities (in collaboration with the Center for International Studies 

and others) and the Global Shakespeare Archive use this digital archive framework, provid-

ing a new sustainable model for digital scholarship and education in the!humanities!and 

beyond.
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Exploring  new media 
technologies for education and 
research in the humanities, 
the MIT HyperStudio has 
developed more than three dozen 
projects, including Arabic Oral 
Epic, Chinese Animation, and 
Shakespeare Performance in Asia.
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