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I’m focused on visual storytelling. How can I make complex or technical
topics vivid and clear? How can I show the attributes and relationships
among unfamiliar things so that a novice can grasp the patterns of cause
and effect?  How can I integrate text and images so they unfold a story that
a non-expert finds easy to understand and remember?
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Approximately one in nine 
Americans lives in the nation’s 
most populous state—California. 
More than 15 million people live 
in the Los Angeles, Riverside, and 
Orange County metropolitan area. 

Wet. Some states are full of water. 
For example, Louisiana includes 
more than 8,000 square miles of 
lakes and wetlands. That’s an area 
bigger than Connecticut and Rhode 
Island combined. Coastal areas are home to more 

than half the U.S. population. 

Population density is high-
est in New York City, where 
there are 23,000 people per 
square mile. 

Largest metropolitan area 
includes New York City and portions 
of New Jersey and Long Island with 
a total population of 20 million. 

Chicago, the country’s
third largest city, has a pop-
ulation of about three million 
people. There are 21 states 
with populations smaller than 
this city. 

What happens in the empty 
spaces? Some of it is farm-
ing country. More than one 
quarter of America’s crop land 
is used to grow corn. One 
third of what is produced is 
exported to other countries.

Wyoming has the lowest 
population density of all 
states in the lower 48 with 
an average of five people 
per square mile. 

Go West. Nevada is the 
fastest growing state, fol-
lowed by Arizona, Idaho, 
Colorado, and Utah. 

This map shows population density. The 
relative height of each major city reflects 
its population in 1990.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Population distribution map shows a 
fundamental truth—people don’t
spread out evenly; we tend to bunch
up in cities. Until you understand this,
you can’t really grasp the significance
of other demographic data. You could
stare all day at the spreadsheets filled
with population numbers and still not
see the big picture. Visualizing popula-
tion as mountains requires no expla-
nation or key. 
Even children grasp the patterns.
Created for Richard Wurman’s
UnderstandingUSA book. 
Client: TED Conferences Inc.

Diagram shows the net growth of U.S.
population for the last 100 years as a
balance between additions (births and
immigration) and subtractions (deaths
and emigration). The problem? It
doesn’t tell the story. How are addi-
tions and subtractions related? Do
they cause each other? What causes
the surges and dips in the rates? Why
does the addition side vary while the
subtraction side is more steady? What
are the systems at work that make
this system behave the way it does? Is
this view really accessible to a novice
or a child? 
Created for Richard Wurman’s
UnderstandingUSA book. 
Client: TED Conferences Inc.


