
“Housing in the developing world is by its 
very nature a transitional process.  People 
generally don’t build homes all at once.  The 
transitional shelter forms the core.  They put on 
kitchen facilities or an additional room, or some-
thing like that, and little by little begin rebuilding 
their home.” Regional Director for Asia, CHF 
International (Interview with NPR on Rebuilding 
Haiti, February 28, 2010.)

IS INCREMENTAL A GOOD STRATEGY

“It looks like to me there is a perfect 
laboratory in the Haiti disaster to 
perfect a building technology that 
would be applicable worldwide.  Not 
only for disaster zones but 
everywhere.”              Anonymous

“That’s what we will anticipate being the long-term 
solution for Haiti.  It’s a core house that is 
permanent.  It has permanent materials in it.  It’s 
disaster resistant.  It’s also designed to withstand earth-
quakes and also hurricanes.  And it also, of course, 
requires that the land is owned by the family, that
investment is sure to the family.”
Mario Flores, Director of Global Response for Habitat
for Humanity  (CNN Transcript)

“We plan to replace destroyed homes with 
transitional shelters.  Improvements 
and additions to transitional 
shelters can be made over time - 
turning them into permanent core 
houses.  We will also rebuild in ways that 
reduce risk and improve construction 
quality.”   Fox News

“Chile’s economy is one of the fastest 
growing in Latin America.  But there is 
another side of Chile for which the picture 
cannot be as optimistic: the depressed areas 
that have never enjoyed the nation’s boom.  
These ‘callampas’ or improvised wards, 
unfortunately, is where the earthquake has 
hit the hardest.  The question is, how 
will the government address these 
people’s need for housing and em-
ployment?”

“The demand [for housing] is so monu-
mental that there is no counry in Latin 
America that is able to address it alone.”  
says Erik Vittrup at the Latin America and the 
Caribbean office for the United Nations Human 
Settlements Program in Rio de Jeneiro.“To get out of poverty you 

need a job, you need educa-
tion and health services, but 
if you do not have a 
physical space to live 
in, the rest of it does not 
matter.”  Father Berrios said 
in a December interview at his 
office on the outskirts of San-
tiago.

“The government has already 
proposed a plan to resettle 
about 400,000 homeless earth-
quake victims, which has drawn 
mixed reactions. Some 
Haitians have voiced objections to 
moving to a place that is unknown to 
them. Voltaire said he is confident that 
Haitians will move to where there are 
economic opportunities.”     CNN“We need to be able to map the 

demand and track the response, 
but we can’t,” Charles Claremont, 
head of the temporary settlements for 
the reconstruction commission. CNN 
(Haiti)
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