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Annotated Bibliography for Oral Presentation on Edmund Kean

· Cole, Toby and Helen Krich Chinoy.  Actors on Acting.  New York: Random House, 1970.
A collection of essays by critics and actors on various notable performers throughout Europe and the United States.  Provided an excellent overview of the acting styles of the time period, as well as some primary source material on Kean's craft.


· Playfair, Giles.  Kean: The Life and Paradox of the Great Actor.  Great Britain: Reinhardt & Evans, 1950.
A well-researched biography of Edmund Kean.  Provides a detailed appendix of source material for his claims.  Takes advantage of earlier biographers as well as looking at primary source materials.


· Davis, Jim.  Lives of Shakespearean Actors II: Edmund Kean, Sarah Siddons and Harriet Smithson by their Contemporaries.  London: Pickering & Chatto, 2009.
A collection of primary source material about Edmund Kean: newspaper and journal reviews, biographers, and analysts throughout the nineteenth century.  A fascinating, first-hand look at how Kean was viewed at various points in time.


· Barry, Philip Beaufoy.  Sinners Down the Centuries: From Cleopatra to Cora Pearl & From Ovid to Edmund Kean.  Philadelphia: Macrae Smith Company, 1929.
A series of essays about infamous “sinners” throughout history-- men and women who had earned a reputation for profligacy.  Written in a colloquial style, it is more interesting as a historical artifact about a particular view of morality than an in-depth look at Kean's life.


· Matthews, Brander and Laurence Hutton, eds.  Kean and Booth and Their Contemporaries.  Boston: L.C. Page & Company, 1900.
A collection of essays on fifteen of the most highly-regarded actors of the nineteenth century, most by different authors.  This prevents much comparison between most of the actors, as they are recalled by different authors.  The chapter on Kean is written in a very conversational style.  Each chapter includes an illustration of the actor playing a role.


· Molloy, J. Fitzgerald.  Life of Edmund Kean.  London: Downey & Co., 1897.
A straightforward biography of Kean.  It is written chronologically, in a conversational style, without any indication of supporting documentation.  The sheer amount of detail provides an easy-to-read account of Kean's life, but one suspects that the recalled anecdotes have been constructed for their narrative qualities, rather than being accurately recalled.

