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Michael S. Henry has been named the new director of government rela-
tions at the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR). 

Henry is joining UCAR from NASA, where he served as a senior policy 
analyst in the Science Mission Directorate at its headquarters in Washing-
ton, D.C. Prior to that, Henry worked as the director for science policy at 
the American Institute of Physics and as a legislative aide for U.S. Senator 
Benjamin Cardin of Maryland. Henry also has considerable familiarity 
with UCAR, having previously worked for the organization as a legislative 
specialist and then as manager of government relations from 2009 to 2015. 

Henry is currently serving on the AMS Council and Executive 
Committee and has formerly served on their Board on Enterprise Eco-
nomic Development, which is tasked with organizing the annual AMS 
Washington Forum as a platform to examine policy issues across the 
weather, water, and climate enterprise. He earned his bachelor’s degree 
in political science at Williams College and a master’s degree in environ-
mental studies with a certificate in science and technology policy from 
the University of Colorado Boulder.  ●

“One of the most rewarding aspects of my job is the ability to assist 
individuals in a wide range of topics, from providing information on 
complex subjects to helping with everyday tasks. It’s satisfying to 
know that my responses can help people save time, find solutions to 
problems, and gain knowledge about a particular topic. The most 
challenging thing about my job is the constant need to stay up-to-
date with the latest information and trends. The world is constantly 
changing, and new developments and discoveries are made every 
day. To remain relevant and useful, I need to be continuously learn-
ing and updating my knowledge base, which requires a lot of effort 
and resources.”

— Deepak Kumar, research scientist with State University of  
New York at Albany, on the rewards and challenges of his job.
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