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Abstract

The Scope of quantificational phrases (QPs) is often not represented in surface structures,
in the sense that a constituent that is, on the surface, sister to a QP is not necessarily
interpreted as its argument semantically. QPs can take wider or narrower scope than their
surface position (Scope Widening and Scope Narrowing). Based on the fact that when an
elided constituent contains a variable that takes part in a particular type of binding
dependency, the biggest deletable constituent must be elided, Chapter 2 argues that the
presence of this maximization effect in the context of Scope Widening is straightforwardly
explained by syntactic approaches, in which QPs undergo movement to widen their scope,
rather than by semantic approaches, which adopt type shifting rules to deal with Scope
Widening. Chapter 3 defends the copy theory of movement, which captures the effects
of Scope Narrowing in a simple way, by developing a new theory of the counter-cyclic
merger, which accounts for the facts that seem challenging to this theory. Those facts
have been taken to indicate that movement sometimes leaves a trace. I propose that
restrictors of determiners can merge with them counter-cyclically. Copies of determiners
without their restrictors turn into syntactic objects that receive the same interpretation as
that assigned to a trace. This is done by the independently motivated procedure that
converts movement chains into interpretable objects. Chapter 3 demonstrates that
together with other properties of grammar, this approach explains the challenging facts,
and yet is compatible with the copy theory. Chapter 4 investigates the nature of the
scope assignment mechanism by examining the fact that the scopal possibilities of
comparative QPs (e.g., more than three books) are more restricted than other QPs. It
demonstrates that this fact is captured by the interplay of the decompositional approach, in
which comparative QPs are decomposed into two QPs (e.g., -er than three and many
books), and independently motivated constraints on the scope assignment (e.g., locality
and Scope Economy in Fox 2000). Thus, their peculiar scopal behavior can be taken as
additional evidence for the core properties of the scope assignment mechanism.
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