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food and goods to students, laborers, and visitors.
Therefore, this area has chronic problems: (1) pres-
sure to change the land use and demolition of tra-
ditional buildings without regard for their histori-
cal value; (2) increase in street vendors who sell
food and souvenirs and occupy most of the pedes-
trian side walks; (3) heavy traffic jams that cause
increased air and noise pollution, and traffic acci-
dents; (4) decreased sanitation due to lack of
proper solid waste disposal systems. In addition, the
majestic trees which lined the Malioboro streets one
hundred years ago have been replaced by
shophouses and government offices.

To cope with these problems, the following spa-
tial concept strategies are proposed. First, the struc-
ture and function in the Malioboro area should be
gradually improved to harmonize with the eco-
nomic situation. Second, rapid and large-scale
change in the inner city should be avoided. In the
periphery of Yogyakarta, there are several nuclei
that can accommodate new commercial and indus-
trial development. Third, improvements in the
environment should be made, including the pres-
ervation of historic sites and buildings. Traffic con-
trol should be emphasized through, for instance,
the restriction of heavy traffic flow, the parking of
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vehicles, and the regulation of vendors in the
Malioboro streets. There are several arguments
regarding urban landscape design; some planners
want to limit the building height to five stories to
preserve the street landscape while others propose
to control the placement of advertisements in front
of shophouses in order to avoid a commercialized
appearance. The planting of more trees along
Malioboro street has also been strongly recom-
mended to provide a more pleasant atmosphere.

Synthesis

This article has discussed some aspects of Kyoto
and Yogyakarta, two old Asian cities struggling to
coordinate and harmonize development with cul-
tural preservation. In Kyoto, a new Japan Railways
central station was opened in the fall of 1997, Itis a
huge, complex building with station facilities, a
department store, a hotel, restaurants, and a the-
ater. Older people disliked it, but the younger gen-
eration welcomed the new and modern atmo-
sphere. The station’s department store had better
business opportunities than other department
stores in the city center. A similar case is observed
in Yogyakarta. A modern shopping center in the
middle of Malioboro street attracted many custom-
ers. While some people criticized the building, oth-
ers praised it. The urban scenes in both cities are
changing for better or worse, depending on the
prevailing socio-economic practices of the present
generation. If we want to improve the urban scene
in a city, we should examine not only its physical
structure, but also its socio-economic system.

Globalization is advancing rapidly on a large
scale, both economically and culturally. Cultural
globalization affects society at its roots. Transpor-
tation and communication technology, especially
television, contributes to the cultural globalization,
and the indigenous value systems are dramatically
changing and disappearing. The crucial issue is how
to coordinate both globalization and localization.
There is a great danger that globalization of cul-
ture may lead to a monopoly by specific institutions
or organizations, even if it is unintended. Re-ex-
aminations of the socio-economic system and the
adoption of innovative approaches are needed. m



