


presently difficult, if not impos-
sible, to replicate satisfactorily in
many other parts of China.
Nevertheless, from the broad
perspectives of both economic and
environmental sustainability, suffi-
cient urban density must be achieved
without simultaneously compro-
mising productive agricultural land
or natural resource conservation. In
aplace like the Changjiang Delta Re-
gion, this probably means encour-
aging urbanization towards mid-
sized, relatively dense cities like
Suzhou, with populations between
one and two million. At the same
time, the outward expansion of ma-
jor urban centers like Shanghai must
be controlled and we must discour-
age the formation of redundant
townships too small in scale to be
economically viable or effective. Under the rubric of
“One Body and Two Wings”—referring to the tradi-
tional city center and two new satellite settlements on
either side, respectively-—the present master-plan for
Suzhou aims to provide the basis for orderly redevel-
opment and dedensification of the historical core, while
simultaneously providing needed opportunities for
economic growth and more precisely defining zones
for agriculture and environmental conservation on the
city’s periphery. Furthermore, the plan appears to be
feasible, and the size of the city seems manageable for
such concerted urban development. Over time, how-
ever, the need for even higher-
density redevelopment seems
inevitable if the coherence and
balance of the present plan’s ma-
jor land-use components and its
agenda for historical conserva-
tion are to be preserved.
Another race with time in
urbanizing China concerns the
sufficiency of high-quality mass
transit, both in the form of intra-

and inter-urban networks. An
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and environmental conservation areas, or across a well-
organized and less indiscriminate version of the rural-
urban continuum, will allow China to skirt the perils
of automobile dependency. The spatial structure of
the lattice, in turn, could be made up of dense nodes of
urban development with urbanized links between these
nodes corresponding to major infrastructure improve-
ments, developments already occurring in the
Changjiang Delta Region in and between places such as
Wuxi, Suzhou, Zhangjiagang, and Jiading. In short, ad-
vantage can be taken of many of the urban dynamics
and technological agents of urban change that are ei-
ther already in place, or about to
be put in place. During other
periods of high rates of urban
change, however, it is impera-
tive to maintain the cultural con-
viction to move forward while
guarding against rote moderniza-
tion for its own sake. In this last
regard, future Chinese urban de-
velopments, if well handled on
a regional scale, could well be

instructive to the West, where

over-dependence on the private
automobile seems likely to be
catastrophic, but it can yet be avoided by drawing from
the Hong Kong experience. A careful deployment ofa
well-defined, lattice-like arrangement of dense urban
areas across a field of highly productive agricultural

problems of significant urban
sprawl and resource misuse have
already occurred. Clearly, how China builds its cities
and urban regions now and in the near future will de-
termine their adequacy as human settlements for many

years to come. m
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