
Energy Fact Sheet Kick Off Meeting Summary

Discussion
- Vision of Energy Fact Sheets

o Purpose:
 Be able to put numbers in context, numbers for comparison
 Present key issues, trends, and future considerations
 Simple and as close to unarguable as possible

o Audience:  It was agreed that the primary audience of these fact sheets is
to be us as Energy Club members and other similarly energy-educated
folks.  It was also mentioned that if these sheet come together well they
could be resources for many people and could serve as a valuable
advertisement for / service of the Energy Club.

- Type and scope of information
o  Historical trends versus future projections:  The idea of the sheets is to

focus mostly on the most recent data and avoid future.  The data should be
relatively unarguable.  The sheets should, however, also have some
information relevant to the key issues and future prospects for that
particular aspect of energy.  For example, a fact sheet on biofuels could
have some information different methods people exploring low cost
cellulosic ethanol production options, but not estimates of ethanol
penetration in 2010.

o  Key references:  The information should be referenced.  Most liked the
idea of having a second page with references and calculations used (see
below).  We may consider having a few of the key references on the fact
sheet itself.

o  US versus world information: This will depend somewhat on the topic.
For example, a solar fact sheet should likely include global information
while a fact sheet on energy use in buildings might want to be limited to
US data.  Authors should use their discretion.

- Presentation and structure
o Number of pages:  It was generally agreed that the fact sheets should only

1 page in length, but a well received suggestion was to have a second page
with references and calculations used in constructing the fact sheet.

o  Information common amongst sheets: At a couple times it was stressed
that were applicable, folks should try and communicate amongst people
working on similar fact sheets to discuss what type of information is best
to include.  For example, the folks working on fact sheets for solar, wind,
and electric power should confer as they would want to have information
on installed capacity and generation in similar units over similar time
intervals.  While common units may be nice, it was thought that using
units most common to a field would be best, perhaps with some
conversion information.

o Fact sheet template / format / style:  The template for the sample fact sheet
will be posted.  It was created using PowerPoint, and for starters, this is
what we can use to compile the fact sheets.  The template has some



information on font size and spacing, but someone will likely need to go
through all the sheets at the end to put them into a similar format.  Also,
any graphs would best be done in PowerPoint whenever possible to
facilitate resizing or recoloring. Some cutting and pasting of plots may be
required.  Whoever is doing all the final style work should take care to
utilize a color scheme that prints well in black and white.  It would be nice
to have these sheets be similar in terms of style, but that should not be a
constraint for presenting the information.

o  Downloadable PDFs versus web-based form:  Initially, downloadable
PDFs will be generated, but if this project is successful, we could consider
other formats.  We would, however, want to be careful about maintaining
parallel documents.

- Model for putting together these fact sheets:  Interested energy club members or
affiliates will write the fact sheets, and then we will have expert reviewers to look
them over.  One suggestion included trying to have a least one reviewer from the
academic, industry, and investment communities look over each sheet, while
another suggestion involved having them certified in some manner or writing up a
description of the review process wherever the sheets are posted.

Logistics / Moving Forward:
- Which fact sheets:  We discussed some of the fact sheets we thought would be

useful and when ones we though would be most important.  See page on fact sheet
ideas.

- Initial Fact Sheets:  There were volunteers for the following fact sheets:
o Solar Dave Danielson
o Wind Brian Urban
o Biofuels/Biomass Sudhir Nunes
o Transportation Kristian Bodek
o Electric Power Daniel Enderton
o Units, Conversions, Scale Derek Supple

People chose sheets based off of their interest, not based on any sort of priority
queue of the most important fact sheets.  Assuming these first few fact sheets go
well, we can go back latter and make sure we complete other important fact sheets
(e.g. US and/or World energy overview, coal, oil, gas, nuclear).

- E-mail list:  An e-mail list will be started.
- Next meeting:  We covered quite a bit of ground at the meeting and the idea was

that folks would start working on the sheets they wanted and we could meet in
about a month to check in and see how everything going.


