3-level/4-level Opening Bids

Similar to Weak Twos, openings at the 3 or 4-level are meant to be preemptive and to
make it harder for the opponents to enter the auction or find their best contract. Such
bids are also very descriptive in nature: a good 7-card suit (8-card suit for a 4-level

opening) and less than an opening hand.

Characteristics of a 3-level/4-level opening bid:

e Openings in 15/2"9/3" seat
¢ 6-10 HCP

¢ Good 6-card suit (2 of the top 3 or 3 of the top 5 honors)

¢ No side 4-card major

e NO 2 aces
Examples:
AaAQT8763 A2 A2
v43 vAKJT9752 vT75
.2 *5 *7
986 %954 «KQJT8632
Open 34. Open 4w. Open 4.
aK a2
vQ75 vKQJT942
+QT986432 +43
&7 &ATH5

Pass. You have the right point count
for a weak opening, but your diamond
suit is not good enough.

Open 1 #. Your excellent 7-card suit is
perfect for a preemptive opening, but
this hand is too strong since you have
13 total points (10 HCP + 3 length
points).



Weak Jump Overcalls

Sometimes, you have a preemptive hand which you would have opened with a weak 2,
3 or 4-level bid, but the opponents opened at the 1-level. Bad luck the opponents bid
before you? No, you can still bid with your weak hand by making a weak jump
overcall! However, as the name implies, your bid must be a jump, especially if you
were going to make a weak two bid. A non-jump overcall would promise a stronger
hand, usually about an opening hand or better.

Examples:

Opp You Opp You Opp You Opp You

le 24 le 3a 1a de 1a 2¢

Weak jump Weak jump Weak jump Strong overcall

overcall overcall overcall (opening hand,
5+ diamonds)

AAQT873 a2 A52

v432 vAKJT9752 vAKJT72

.2 5 *5

%986 %954 %9542

The opponents open

The opponents open

The opponents open

le. 1a. 1a.

Overcall 2 4. Overcall 4 ». Pass. 2 ¥ would show a
stronger hand.

aK Y

vQ75 vKQJT942

+QT986432 *43

&7 &AT5

The opponents open 1v.

Pass. Your diamond suit is not good
enough for a weak jump overcall of

3.
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