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elcome to the fall 2000 issue of the MIT Undergraduate

Research Journal (MURJ). In this edition of our journal, we pre-

sent to you a series of science and policy papers discussing
often-controversial issues arising in academia. We have, as always, included
along with our informational essays a series of research reports from
students investigating questions from fields as distinct as anthropology
and physics.

Those undergraduates who are familiar with MURJ will know that this
issue’s focus on science and policy reflects our wider goal to present national
and international topics of concern to the MIT audience, allowing students
to read about and discuss important ethical issues arising in science. In this
issue, we explore topics as varied as Internet security and global warming,
and urge students to read essays that affect more than just their primary field
of study.

Given the specialization of many students, however, we have also chosen
to continue presenting original research in each edition of our journal; what
is included in our Reports section, however, has been written in a style com-
fortable to all undergraduates, unlike conventional research reports. As
always, MURJ editors have attempted to orient the content of this journal
toward the common undergraduate reader, allowing undergraduates study-
ing nearly any discipline to read the research and analysis presented in
our publication.

While introducing this third issue of MURJ, it is also essential that we give
credit not only to broad national and international topics we discuss in this
edition, but also to those that strike close to home. Science and public policy
intersect right here in Cambridge, and in recognition of this fact, MURJ edi-
tors will be preparing a series of talks and conferences over the next few
months to discuss science policy as it moves across the Cambridge-World
axis. These talks and conferences will be announced to the entire MIT com-
munity, and all members of the public are welcome to participate.

Of course, this effort would not be complete without the assistance of
many individuals who have guided us and have made MURJ a sustainable
production. Thanks to our advisor, Dean Les Perelman, for his continued
support, and to those professors who have spent their time reviewing our
research submissions.

After reading this issue of MURJ, we encourage you to consider joining
our group or perhaps submitting your own research to our next edition,
which will appear on newsstands at the end of the spring term.

Sanjay Basu,
Editor-in-Chief
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