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Landowner: Massachusetts Dept. of Environmental Management 978-874-2303

R.Doucette, E.Engberg, D.Goguen, D.Melanson, A.Rubin, Y.Fujita

Crow Hill is located in Leominster State Forest (www.state.ma.us/dem/parks/lmsf.htm), the northwestern-most area covered in this book. It has [arguably] some of the best climbing in Massachusetts; from easy topropes to harder lead climbs, a couple which can go two pitches in length. Crow Hill “was the scene for ambitious members of the AMC in the late twenties and thirties…In the mid-sixties, while the big aid routes of Yosemite lurked in the back of everyone’s mind, Crow Hill became a practice ground. Cromagnon, Jane, and the Recidivist…fell to the hands of eastern climbers who distinguished themselves in The Valley.” (Climbing in Eastern Massachusetts, by Hendrick & Streibert, 1975). Crow Hill first ascentionists of the late 60s and early 70s include Henry Barber, Sam Streibert, Bob Anderson, Steve Arsenault, Steve Hendrick and Ed Webster. There has been a recent (1999-2000) flurry of activity on a few extreme trad leads by Peter Vintoniv/Tim Kemple and Barry Rugo/Mark Richey. This is one of the few crags where first ascent information has been recorded.
Crow Hill’s southeast-facing gneiss cliff is 650 ft. long by 80-90 ft. high. It is known for hard routes with somewhat difficult grades. People fall on 5.7s and break bones here. Some climbs will be dirty after a rain. On rare occasion an ice route may form here. See the photo of David Breashears on Crow Hill ice in his book High Exposure. Beware of loose pebbles raining down from hikers and loose soil above. The cracks may weep in the spring. It can be hot in the summer and buggy in the spring. Fixed gear is from the first ascents or replacement of first ascent gear. If there are toprope anchors at the top of a climb please use them, as the trees are taking a beating. You may need long (10-20 ft) slings where there are no anchors. 

DIRECTIONS  Take Route 2 to route 31 south (exit 28). Go south 1.3 miles, past Park Headquarters on your right, where you should stop and get your free climbing permit. Go another 1 mile to a paved parking lot that you can use in the off season, then another ¼ mile to a gravel climbers’ parking lot on your right (it comes up fast). Take the trail from the back of the parking lot, and the right fork after 50 ft. In less than 10 minutes you will be at the left end of the cliff. The Midstate Trail goes up the left side (and along the top) of the cliff. Just right of the trail is an obvious open book. This is Layback at the left end of the End Crags. 

Crack in the Woods

There is no topo for this crag, which is in the woods to the left of the descent trail. 
1.Unnamed Crack 5.10+ Toprope. Thin crack on the left side goes over a slight bulge.

2.Unnamed Flake 5.9 Climb a thin flake and a bulge. (FA Eric Engberg and Alain Comeau 1970s)

End Crags

1.Unnamed End Route 5.5

2.Layback 5.6 Obvious open book.




3.Tom’s Dilemma 5.5+

4.Melissa’s Madness 5.10 Toprope.

5.Beginner’s Blessing 5.4 Three inch crack in an obvious corner. 

6.Pine Tree 5.4-5.5 Fifteen ft. or so to the right. 








The next two routes are half way between the End Crags and the Green Corner area.

7.Recess Left 5.7 The face on the left side of the big wet cave.

8.Monkey Business 5.10 At the back of the cave. Climb the inside corner, roof and dihedral. (Formerly The Recess A1.)

Green Corner

1.The Wall 5.7-5.10 Numerous boulder problems. Great hand traverse. 

2.Bet You Can’t 5.8 The crack in the middle of The Wall. [The next few routes begin below and just right of a large stump, to the right of the boulder traverse.]


The next few routes begin below and just right of a large stump, to the right of the boulder traverse.

3.Tiny Pitches 5.8 Climb up to the tree stump then move up behind the large flake and gain a hand traverse out left going around the corner on a hidden reach. 

4.Sun Gypsy 5.6 (aka Triple Overhangs) Up to the tree stump, go a little left, then up through the triple overhangs, and exit right. (FA Steve Devlin and Craig Somerville April 1972)

5.Fireplace 5.9 Same start, but go right of the Sun Gypsy corner, straight up the arete. (FA Dan Melanson, John Grote TR)

6.Green Gremlin 5.6 (using the tree) Right of the stump, up the corner past 2 birches and a hemlock tree.

7.Green Route 5.5* Go right and up after the stump (crossing over “The Block”, see below) and traverse 60 ft. along huge ledge, then up a beautiful open book. Usually done in two pitches. There are a couple of variations to the finish. 

8.Five Easy Pieces 5.10 Climb the short face up to the platform common to the “Green” routes. Pitch 2 Climb the face to the right of the Green Gremlin to the top. (FA Tom Bowker/Dave Goguen Summer 1996)

Fisherman’s Wall

This is the highest and steepest wall at the cliff.

1.The Block 5.11 Climb up the block that makes up the far left end of Fisherman’s Wall. Short and hard.

2.Unnamed 5.11+ Climb the off width crack between The Block and Fisherman’s Wall. Then climb the outside corner. Ends at the Green Route traverse ledge. 

3.Fisherman’s Traverse unrated There is a very long and pumpy 40 ft. mostly low traverse on the left side of Fisherman’s Wall. It starts from the left of Topaz and ends at Cromagnon. The crux is a high crossing at the start of Diagonal. 

4.Topaz 5.9-5.10* Just left of Babe. Two pitches, second pitch is hard. (FA Henry Barber 1974)

5.Babe 5.9 Fifteen ft. left of Diagonal. Overgrown and forgotten. (FA Henry Barber and Bob Anderson April 1972)

6.Strawberry Fields 5.9 Crosses Diagonal, but most people finish on Diagonal.
7.Diagonal 5.8+* The obvious left-leaning hand crack. (FA Kevin Bein and Bob Hall 1967) 

8.Wild Women in Love 5.10 On the ledge at the top of Babe/Diagonal, follow the thin crack. 

9.Absolute 5.13R/X Start up the seam just right of Diagonal (sharing a hold or two). Two small nuts are needed. After you leave the crack, grab a sidepull and dyno for a horizontal. Continue up and left to another horizontal crack (crux). More 5.12 climbing leads to the top. (FFA Peter Vintoniv and Tim Kemple, 2000)

10.Cromagnon 5.10* A steep start (3 options, right easiest) leads to hand jams past two bolts. (The second one is just a stud now.) A difficult pumpy traverse left leads to the Green Route dihedral. (Formerly aid route called Overhang. FA Steve Arsenault 1967. FFA Sam Streibert and Dennis Merritt 1971)

11.Cromagnon Woman 5.10 After the alcove on Cromagnon, diagonal up left via undercling and lieback.

12.Doesn’t Matter 5.13a (formerly Cromagnon Linkup 5.10 A2). Free climb Cromagnon crack to the start of the left trending traverse. Pass the rivet ladder, climb above and right to 2 horizontal cracks that are used to gain the top. (FFA reportedly Tim Kemple/Vintoniv 2000)

13.Fishermans Folly A5 It was downgraded to A3 after it was bolted by those “who felt it important to only reach the top”. Bolts gone, its A5 again, now it’s never climbed. (FA Steve Hendrick and Henry Barber September 1971)

14.Dune 5.12-5.13R/X Wicked hard, with tricky gear placements. Start just left of Jane, passing over the roof. Traverse left 10 ft. then up the face trending right (crux) to a good hold. Continue up 10 ft. then left toward 2 pins in a horizontal. Then up right to another pin, and finally up left on small edges to the top. Follows almost the same line as Fisherman’s Folly. (FFA [maybe] John Mallery long ago, after bolting. Bolts then chopped. Mark Richey/Barry Rugo climbed it on preplaced gear 1999, then Peter Vintoniv/Tim Kemple reportedly lead it from the ground up in 2000) 

15.Jane 5.11* Painfully obvious finger crack through a bulge to a piton anchor. Originally climbed to the top but most lower from the anchor above the crux. When first freed, it may have been one of the hardest pitches in the US. (FA Steve Arsenault spring 1966. FFA Henry Barber spring 1972)

16.Cheetah 5.10-* Start at the Tarzan corner. Go up left and join Jane. Follow easier 5.8 cracks past a birch tree and peg to the top. 

17.Old Crow 5.11R/X Starts left of Tarzan (pin), then crosses it, goes right and up a steep dihedral past more old pins. Ends just left of the diving board.

Buttress

This is the right side of the huge left-facing corner, with a “diving board” formation at the very top.

1.Tarzan 5.8+ Find the easiest way up the pair of cracks in the corner. Above traverse left via the left crack, then a ramp with poison ivy. Finish by passing right under the big roof. (FA Bob Hall/Kevin Bein)

2.Fool on a Hill 5.9* Face climb right of the Tarzan corner. Past 2 bolts to a chain anchor. One set of TR/Rappel chains serves Fool on a Hill and Buttress. (FA Henry Barber & Bob Anderson April 1972)

3.Lizard’s Head 5.11 This steep crack is found on the ledge up and left of Fool on a Hill, which it can be linked with. Finishes just right of the diving board. (FA Ed Webster December 1973 as A2) 

4.Buttress 5.9 Start in a shallow right facing corner 20 ft. right of Fool. Zig zag between edges and slopers to chain anchor. Continues up past a bolt, but most parties lower from the chain. (FA Hugo Stadmuller and John Porter 1963)

5.Bawana 5.11 Toprope. Starts at the arete right of Buttress, then joins it at the rap ledge.

6.Watusi 5.9* Begin at a short 4 ft. crack and start left (past a pin) or straight up to a 3 ft. by 2 ft. block below a horizontal crack. Continue up the thin face. Modern gear needed. (FA Sam Streibert and Steve Arsenault December 1968)  

7.Birds of Fire 5.9 Start 15 ft. right of Watusi. Move up and left to the right side of the Watusi block. Climb up and right on a steep slab and over a small overhang. Join the Chimney to finish. [Now vague]. (FA Ed Webster January 1974)

8.The Nose 5.9* Start up the upper dihedral of Chimney, but move left around at a horizontal and up a short crack.

9.The Chimney 5.6 Climb a right-leaning crack to a left leaning ramp. Belay in the bushes. Pitch 2 follows the ramp up left, then finish in a dihedral/chimney.

10.Outersite 5.7 Just left of the Blue Route is a more difficult crack. Briefly join Blue Route. Second pitch goes up and right on a steep wall.

11.Blue Route 5.4 The most obvious (and easy) route up and left from the start of Intertwine. Two pitches. Often a hornet’s nest can be found near bushes on pitch 1. Finish via Chimney.

Main Face

The Main Face is split by rounded offwidth crack (climbs #7-9) capped by a huge chockstone. 

1.Intertwine 5.8* Obvious right leaning crack in the face. Fingerlocks and good pro lead to a pumpy exit move. Rappel from a threaded chain at the back wall (near poison ivy), or exit right via Post Road. (FA Sam Streibert and Larry Winship autumn 1967. FFA Bob Anderson April 1972)

2.Summer Wishes 5.9 Climb the face right of Intertwine, past two pins, joining Intertwine near the top.

The next four routes leave the ledge above Intertwine.

3.Blue Angel 5.8 “Weird steep face climb” (Hendrick) right of the finish to Outersite, left of the overhang. (FA Bob Anderson spring 1972)

4.Panic 5.9+R/X Awkward overhanging inside corner up and left of Intertwine chain. (FA Bob Anderson and Sam Streibert August 1972) 

5.White Courage 5.10-5.11 Toprope. Climb the bulge above Intertwine, then move left to finish up a steep flake system.
6.Blow Up 5.9 Up and right of Interwine chain, follow a ramp up to a break in the roof above. (FA Sam Streibert and Bob Anderson September 1972)

The following routes start from the ground, from the big groove/dihedral and to the right.

7.Karen’s Folly 5.8 Up the wide groove that delineates the left side of this face. Pass the huge block on the left. The exit move is hard.

8.Zip Code 5.11 Toprope. [Up the groove and] Climb through the roof formed by the huge chockstone, without using the side walls for the feet. A good start is the 5.9 rounded arête, right of the groove.

9.Post Road 5.7 Up the groove, “exit from under the ominous ceiling to the right. Jam or layback to the flaring crack above.” (Hendrick). Finish up the inside corner/face above and right or traverse left to the Intertwine chains and rappel. (FA John Post and others 1952)  

10.Franny’s Folly 5.7* Start just right of Post Road, climb up and right into a left facing corner, traverse right into another left facing corner which is followed to the large ledge. Finish as for Post Road. Good practice at managing rope drag. (FA Dave Helman, Paul Doyle and Jim Gustafson 1963) A 5.9-5.10 variation gains the second corner from directly below. 

11.Thin Line 5.8* Follow a strenuous steep crack (2 pins) to horizontal cracks and the ledge. (FA Robert Roger Park and Steve Hendrick May 1972. The route was originally led with pins, so they should remain. (FFA Ed Webster September 1973) 

12.Smoky 5.9 A variation of Thin Line that starts at mid height, goes right, around flake and up.

13.Bev’s Bewilderment 5.11c An old aid route that might not have been freed. [Bucket to tricky face moves] (FA Henry Barber and Tom Hayden 1971 as A5) 

14.After the Goldrush 5.10 Start at a short left-facing corner to a good hold, traverse right with difficulty across a smooth scoop, mantle onto a stance, hand traverse left to above the good hold then move up and right on the vertical face, finishing on a short thin crack. [This balancy start is a variation of Bev’s Bewilderment. Friction traverse to the right then mantle to a small ledge shared with Recitavist. Then left via hand traverse].
15.The Recitavist 5.11* The left arching finger crack on the right end of the wall. Difficult gear. Seldom done on the lead. When first freed, it may have been one of the hardest pitches in the US. (FFA Henry Barber November 1972)

16.Second’s Nightmare 5.6 A2 Starts at the vertical crack at the right end of the face. Aid above the crack, right around the corner. Almost never done. (FA Bob Hall and W. Hastings June 1966)

Practice Face 

This is the low-angle face on the right end of the cliff. There is an access trail to the top of the cliff on the right side.
1.Ladybug 5.8 Follow discontinuous cracks and surmount a tricky bulge (bolt). Stay near the left side of the face all the way. (FA Larry Winship November 1968)

2.Sidewinder 5.7

3.Boardwalk 5.5 Follow obvious finger and hand crack to the top.

Girdle Traverses

1.Cuntwaba 5.10 Right to Left. (FA Henry Barber and Steve Hendrick Autumn 1973)

2.The Incredible Journey 5.10-11 Left to Right. (FA Henry Barber and Sam Streibert Autumn 1973)

Redemption Rock

About ¾ mile from the End Crags are a couple of cliffs and boulders worth checking out. To get there, drive south on Route 31 from the climber’s parking lot for 0.3 miles. Go right on Rocky Pond Rd for 0.6 miles and right on Route 140 for 0.3 miles to a small parking area on your left. Here you will find Redemption Rock, an historic site where Mary Rowlandson was ransomed in 1676. Ms. Rowlandson’s kidnapping marked the beginning of King Philip’s War. Metacom (called King Philip by the English) led a band of natives on numerous raids across southern New England in an attempt to drive the colonists out. Mr. Rowlandson later wrote of her year of captivity in "The Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson”, which would become a 17th-century bestseller on both sides of the Atlantic. O.K. enough history, let’s climb. This rock has one good 13 ft. high face, but it’s mossy. 

Redemption Crag 

To the left of Redemption Rock, follow the Mid State Trail across Route 140 and walk another 2 minutes to Redemption Crag. This 30 ft. tall by 100 ft. long cliff has numerous cracks and ledges. An interesting glacial erratic can be found on your left just before the crag.






