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The abdication of Tsar Nicholas I1

Nicholas II Alexandrovich Romanov was the last Russian Emperor. After his abdication of the
throne the 300-year-old Romanov dynasty came to an end. The tsar's abdication came as a direct result
of the revolution that took place in February of 1917 in Russia. In the midst of World War I the main
causes of turmoil appeared to be the relations of the Russian people rather than their relations with
other nations. When the revolution broke out, demonstrations and street fighting lasted for a week and
the workers of some of Petrograd's largest manufacturing complexes went on strike. In response,
Nicholas ordered Russian army troops to restore order. The troops, however, mutinied and refused to
use violence against the masses. Nicholas then dissolved the Duma, appealing to his right to do so
according to the 1905 October Manifesto. Its members, though, refused to disperse. Realizing that there
was no authority in the capital loyal to him, Nicholas abdicated on the 2™ of March. In his final attempt
to preserve the Romanov dynasty Nicholas abdicated in favor of his brother, the Grand Duke Michael'.
The proclaimed Emperor Michael II, however, refused to assume power until the “great people” of
Russia had “invested him with such power”.?

There were several key events preceding the revolution that led to the tsar's abdication. These
events in conjunction with Nicholas's poor decision making on some occasions were the reason that he
is remembered in history as Bloody Nicholas.

The days immediately following Nicholas's coronation can — with hindsight — be considered as
foreshadowing the series of unfortunate events that subsequently led to the Tsar's abdication in 1917. A
few days after Nicholas's coronation in 1898 many people gathered in the Khodynka field to celebrate

and as with most mass gatherings the risk of agitation was high. The banquet resulted in the death of



roughly 2,000 people — allegedly after the Grand Duke Serge and the Minister of Court, Vorontsov-
Dashkov, ordered the authorities to use violence in order to control the turmoil. The flawed design of
the field was one of the many factors contributing to the disaster. According to Alexei Volkov, the
tsarina's valet, Nicholas ordered an investigation about who should bear the responsibility for the
deaths®. The letter depicts a startling image of the tragedy's magnitude.

In the years that followed the implications of Witte's industrialization development program had
caused much distress to the peasants and the proletariat. The harsh taxation was closely related to the
famine and the military depression had given rise to numerous revolutionary groups. The government
strove to draw popular attention away from itself by promoting pogroms, and thereby exploiting the
Russian people's rivalry with the Jewish. Von Plehve, assigned as Interior Minister by Nicholas at the
time, made no effort to prevent the violent actions against the Jewish population®. In the secondary
literature about the Russian pogroms we find no contradictions °.This suggests that the government had
a lot of trouble controlling the masses and persuading them that the industrialization development
program would ultimately help modernize the country; this is the reason the government had to resort
to such extreme measures.

In another effort to “quiet popular discontent”® Nicholas and von Plehve instigated an
aggressive foreign policy against the Japanese Empire in order to win control of Manchuria and Korea.
Nicholas aspired to “preserve the autocracy and to defend the dignity, honor, and worth of Russia”’. He
adopted an aggressive foreign policy primarily as means of displaying the power of his nation®.
Meanwhile, he remained convinced that it would not result in war because 'he did not wish it'. His
arrogant stance on the matter left him completely surprised when the Japanese after attempting to
negotiate attacked the Russian Far East Fleet and declared war®. It is also came as a surprise to him that
the Japanese armed forces and navy easily overpowered the Russian armed forces and navy. All sources
indicate that the Russo-Japanese War had a very negative impact on Russia. Russia's economic

situation had deteriorated, the war resulted in many casualties, and the people, astounded by their



nation's incompetence, continued to lose faith in their Tsar. Even Russia's nobility began to question
Nicholas and started holding secret meetings disguised as banquets. Witte accurately stated that “the
Tsar was a well-intentioned child, but his actions were entirely dependent upon the character of his
counselors, most of whom were bad” 7. It is most likely that Witte was dismissed from his position as
finance minister because he had disagreements with the many of Nicholas's counselors. He also did not
approve of von Plehve and others close to Nicholas because he believed that they were unable to help
him understand that he was taking a big risk by challenging the Japanese before the Russo-Japanese
War broke out in the winter of 1904.

Father Georgy Gapon, a priest and working class leader who by 1905 had managed to receive
support to create a police union, initiated a strike and encouraged the people to make a peaceful but
direct appeal to Nicholas at the Winter Palace. However, the people's efforts failed when troops were

ordered to fire against them on January 22, 1905, a date that became known as Bloody Sunday.

Illustration 1: The Winter Palace on Bloody Sunday"

The above illustration shows that the people were defenseless against the armed troops who had



formed a front. According to an American journalist's account, “Gapon, the Hero of Bloody Sunday”,
“Gapon readily believed that the Czar would receive him, and if, for any reason his Majesty was
prevented from so doing, that the soldiers would not fire on him”. The journalist presented Gapon as a
man driven by passion. From his own perspective, Gapon ultimately “led workingmen of St. Petersburg
to torture and death in a vain attempt to petition personally Nicholas II”. The journalist tried to report
what events signified the beginning of the 1905 Revolution. He also included in his article a short
passage from Gapon's autobiography stating that 'horror crept into his heart and the thought flashed
through his mind: And this is the work of our Little Father, the Czar?'." The aim of this article seems to
have not been to draw sympathy from the American people but rather to distance them from the
Russian affairs since the American people were indirectly advised to never allow themselves to be led
by a man like Gapon -someone who was characterized as “hypnotized by the revolutionary
propaganda” and whose “dead wife visited him in his sleep” - in the rest of the article.

On October 30, 1905 Witte drafted the October Manifesto for Nicholas to sign. The Manifesto
granted fundamental civil rights to the people and promised Nicholas's subjects a parliament with
legislative powers. In an excerpt on the Manifesto from The Memoirs of Count Witte (1921), Witte
shows his unhappiness with the results of the Revolution .'> The excerpt suggests that he knew all along
that what was promised to the people would not be delivered. He claimed that the Manifesto was drawn
up hastily, that he himself “opposed the publication of a constitutional manifesto”, and that he did not
really expect Nicholas to sign it. The tone of the excerpt is apologetic and this may be because Witte
was insecure about his actions at the time and perhaps because he wrote his memoirs after he was
dismissed from his position in 1917. The Tsar was displeased with him; he called the publication of the
October Manifesto 'the greatest sin of his life'. This later resulted in the marginalization of Witte and his
resignation in 1906. Once again, Nicholas appears to have only been interested in preserving the
autocracy. Not much thought was put into publishing a manifesto that promised constructive changes

that Nicholas believed in. The only consequence of the manifesto was to delay the revolution until



1917 by giving the people 'false hope' ; thus Nicholas managed to retain most if not all of his traditional
powers for a few more years.

Tsar Nicholas's biography, diary, and letters by him and by 'those who came closest to his daily
life' provide insight to his thoughts and decisions during the critical years before his abdication. These
sources reveal some of Nicholas's main weaknesses. In the Tsar's recently written biography, Bob
Atchison states that “the lack of friends from outside the clan of European royalty deprived Nicholas of
the benefit of understanding the way his future subjects lived. In this he was no different than most of
his royal peers. But Nicholas was also purposely cut off from liberal thought and ideas by his parents”.
" This biography justifies the fact that Nicholas did not sincerely try to make any reforms to improve
the lives of the people, arguing that he did not understand the mindset or practical situation of the
people and this is why he ultimately resorted to the Russo-Japanese War and the publication of the
October Manifesto in attempts to keep the people faithful to him and the autocracy. In one of her letters
in 1906, Amalia Kussner Coudert, an American artist assigned to draw portraits of the Tsar and the
Tsarina, said that 'English was spoken exclusively by the Russian family in their private lives''*. This
choice of language further emphasizes that the tsar distinguished himself from the Russian people.
Even though he was traditionally loved and revered by many of the people he was certainly not a leader
that they could identify with. This social gap between the royal family and the Russian people was in
sharp contrast to the personal appeal of revolutionary leaders. According to Nicholas's biography,
because his father, Alexander III, died at such an early age, Nicholas was only 28 years old in 1896
when he had to assume the throne and he was not ready to rule”. The biographer justifies Nicholas's
inability to make firm decisions and his failure to establish a group of advisors that he could trust. This
source states that Nicholas felt 'surrounded by deceitful, self-driven bureaucrats and sycophants'. The
Tsar saw “asking for advice as a sign of weakness and tried to rely on his instincts”, however, it is clear
that he lacked “political savvy”. As a result, the people started to see the Tsar as a self-contradicting

weak figure, especially after the Russo-Japanese war. Most sources indicate that Nicholas was very



much against the idea of sharing political decision-making. Sources also suggested that any minister
who “displayed activity and energy” was perceived as a threat and soon “lost the royal trust” .

Witte is a fine example of a competent minister who worked with sincere zeal and who was
dismissed by the Tsar. What is more, primary and secondary sources indicate that Nicholas was a man
of delicate nature. This means that he was not driven by power, holding on to it was an act of altruism.
Nicholas believed that Russia's future was intrinsically tied to the Romanov family. Amalia Kussner
Coudert said that Nicholas “looked kind, there was kindness in his eyes, in his face, in his voice;
kindness in every easy, gentle movement of his slight youthful figure”. From Nicholas's diary entries
and letters to the tsarina we conclude that “Nicholas forced himself to attend to the affairs of the state
but essentially they did not captivate him. Ministers' reports were a heavy burden to him”'®. Nicholas's
diary entries suggest that in his everyday life he was mostly concerned about the weather, outdoor
activities such as gardening, his family, and reading for pleasure; he makes very few references to the
situation of the Russian people'’. The letters that Nicholas and the tsarina exchanged also show that he
turned to her and Rasputin for advice'®. Rasputin was able to influence Nicholas in his decision-making
because he had gained the tsarina's trust in his questionable efforts to cure her hemophilic son, Alexei.

All sources point to the fact that the majority of Nicholas's advisors were inept and those few who

were competent had either lost his trust or had been alienated by him because of Rasputin.



Illustration 2: Reproduction of a .-.c;ﬁ‘oon "Tsar Nicholas 11
dancing to Rasputin's pipe'. Collection of the Museum of
Revolution."

Nicholas V. Riasanovsky in his book Death of Nicholas I to Abdication of Nicholas II, 1855-
1917 (2005) takes for granted that Nicholas's abdication was inevitable and discusses the different
perspectives on the reasons that the monarchy came to an end. He suggests that a lot of people felt that
the monarchy was outdated and that the Russians had entered a new era of liberalism and political
freedom since 1905. Riasanovsky goes on to argue that after 1907 the Duma could no longer be
abolished. Additionally, education was spreading very fast and schools were not prone to reinforce the
idea of 'obsolete institutions'. According to Riasanovsky, the press became less and less restricted by
the government and was able to represent every point of view on political matters. On another note,
Riasanovsky argues that the monarchy could not be preserved because of the 'end products of the
bankruptcy of the regime' ranging from Rasputin to political terrorism. He also claims that the social
and economic problems arising from the 'fundamental inequality and widespread destitution could not
be remedied by [...] a redivision of the peasants' inadequate land'. Riasanosky views World War I in

two different ways; as one of the fundamental reasons that the monarchy collapsed as well as “the tip of

the iceberg”. In this secondary source, there is no debate over the Russo-Japanese War. Riasanovsky



concludes that it just proved the inferiority of the Russian armed forces to those of the enemy in the test
of war. Moreover, he believes that the increasing educated society of Russians kept leaning towards the
idea of the Westernization of Russia and that by 1917 'devotion to the tsar was not prominent'. Another
historian, Geoffrey Hosking, in his book Russia: People and Empire, 1552-1917(1997) supports the
idea that one of the main factors that brought on the revolution of 1917 was that the government was
undermining the church. However, Riasanosky disagrees with this notion simply because Nicholas was
a very religious tsar. Riasanovsky's last point on the matter of the obsoleteness of the monarchy is also
very important. He states that 'the Russian empire was a multiethnic state, out of place in the age of
nationalism' and he goes to support his argument by pointing out that rossiiskii was the word used as
'the adjective for the Russian empire', whereas ruskii meant Russian ethnically.

Opinions and attitudes regarding the possibility of Nicholas's abdication varied.

Some of the peasants believed that everything would stay the same and that Nicholas would just
continue to manage his estates outside the capital as he always had, while the others more attached to
the idea of the Tsar were more concerned about the sudden change of the regime after so many years.
According to Robert K. Massie, in his book Nicholas and Alexandra (1968), Churchill in one of his
accounts argued that even though Nicholas was an average ruler no one else “was found capable” to
assume power. In essense, Churchill believed that there was no one that could solve the very
fundamental economic issues that plagued Russia. This was true since in the immediate years that
proceeded Nicholas's abdication no true improvements in the economy of the countryside were made.
If more people shared this point of view than the abdication could have been avoided. On the other
hand, the members of the Imperial family were very much concerned about their role and could only
make sense of the situation by saying that Nicholas would be crazy if he even considered abdicating.
This simplistic approach showed how much they had distanced themselves from state matters.
Furthermore, the Soviet adopted a new saying, “No more Romanovs! We want a Republic!” and the

workers were outraged by the thought that Grand Duke Michael would assume the throne if Nicholas



abdicated. So this eliminated the possibility of the continuum of the dynasty all together. Some
members of the Constitutional Democratic Party, according to Massey, believed that “the monarchy
was the single unifying force in Russia” whilst Kerensky, the Second Prime Minister, of the Provisional
Government argued that if “a new tsar took the throne against the people's will, a new torrent of
revolution would be released” and that the Grand Duke Michael would be putting himself in danger.

It is important to also examine the tsar's point of view on the matter. Four days before his
abdication, Nicholas, was not aware of the revolution that was going on in Petrograd. He had very little
information passed on to him through his officials. Massie claims that Nicholas was under the
impression that agitation was only caused by street disorders — and since this had occurred many times
throughout his reign, Nicholas did not worry. Nicholas only remarked that they were “intolerable in
these difficult times of war with Germany and Austria”. These mild disturbances were perceived as an
act of treason and Nicholas did not go through the trouble of trying to analyze the fundamental social,
economic and political reasons behind them. Rodziano, the Chairman of the Fourth State Duma,
claimed that 'His Majesty and his officials were unable to realize what was happening to the capital - a
terrible revolution had broken out' he went on to say that 'power was slipping from his hands as well'
and that 'it would be too late in any case to propose any new measures'. This reinforces the idea that
Nicholas's abdication was inevitable. Those in the Duma committee that were in favor of the throne had
also reached the conclusion that in order for the dynasty to be saved, Nicholas would have to abdicate.
It is important to note that Nicholas abdication did not only signify the abdication of a tsar but also the
end of monarchy. So historians do not only argue whether Nicholas's abdication was inevitable but also
if the end of autocracy was inevitable at this time. Nicholas himself was soon persuaded that his
abdication was inevitable. Massie argues that he 'could not find any loyal regiments to march on the
city', he did not want to put his family at risk, and he 'cared far more about winning the war than he did

for his own crown'.



From Nicholas's signed abdication letter we are able to see that even at the end of the Romanov
dynasty, Nicholas had an unrealistically optimistic view about the future. He stated in his abdication
letter that 'the hour approached when the glorious Russian army together with its gallant allies would
crush the enemy'.! This primary source indicates that Nicholas did not have a full understanding of
what had in fact gone wrong - the nation was not only in turmoil because of World War I but an
extreme social revolution was breaking out. The legislative institution had turned against the
government, more revolutionary agitations were arising, and the defeated army was driven by the
peasants' desire for land. In a time of anarchy Nicholas was talking about an organized and “victorious
conclusion”. Nicholas's inability to make decisions is also reflected by the fact that in his original
abdication he abdicated in favor of his hemophilic son Alexei rather than his brother. The Grand Duke
Michael's letter, on the other hand, shows that he had an easier time accepting the possibility that the
Romanov dynasty under the circumstances would have to come to an end, a stance that Nicholas later
reproached in one of his diary entries; he says “God knows who put in his head to sign this stuff”.**The
general quartermaster of the Headquarters for the Supreme Commander's recollection of the event of
the abdication also stresses the fact that Nicholas was at a loss that day. Nicholas was open to advice
from Turii Danilov, a general in the Russian army, whom he asked to “speak with full candor”.? Turii
expressed his anguish when he told Nicholas that for the sake of his country Nicholas must step down
from his position as Tsar. According to lurii, for the first time he saw signs of Nicholas's anxiety and
distress as “his usually expressionless face became unconsciously distorted by a movement of his lips
to the side”. It is important to note that the source also indicates that as soon as Nicholas was persuaded
that his country's best interests would be served if he were no longer Tsar, he readily accepted the fate
of his reign.

After his abdication, Nicholas wanted to say goodbye to the army and drafted an Order of the
Day. The former tsar seemed to be very supportive of the Provisional Government which had assumed

power, and his Order of the Day he encouraged his troops to 'submit themselves to the Provisional



Government' and to obey their commanders. Nicholas truly believed that apart from beating Germany
nothing else mattered. However, his message was suppressed; Massey suggests that the Tsar's support
of the Russian army did not get through to the people. What is more, rumors that Nicholas intended to
gather troops to fight the revolution and to establish an alliance with the Germans circulated in
Petrograd. Meanwhile, the Empress was accused by the Media of treason of having an intimate
relationship with Rasputin.

The immediate consequence of Nicholas's abdication was complete chaos. Crime in the cities
increased, soldiers in Petrograd murdered their officers, and mobs murdered policemen. This should
have come to no one's surprise since the people had been repressed and deprived for many years. A
Russian soldier in 1913 stated that his superiors 'tried to beat all human feelings out of him'. This
soldier also made a point that gives further insight to the events that followed the Tsar's abdication; he
said “what can be expected from a soldier who is used to hating every superior as his worst enemy,
whom he would pay back a hundred times at the earliest convenience”.?? The views that this soldier
expressed were apparently shared by many of his fellow soldiers. What is more, Iurii Vladimirovich
Lomonosov, who kept a account of the events at the end of March 1917, stated that some of the former
ministers who worked under the rule of Nicholas asked to be arrested because they feared that soldiers
would come after them.” The disturbances that arose after the abdication of the throne were also a
result of the fact that no group had a legitimate claim to govern; the problem of replacing the old
regime came also at a great cost for the Russian people. This succeeding struggle between the
Provisional Government and the Petrograd Soviet over who would rule, was characteristically named
“Dual Power”.

Nicholas was a well-intended man, but he was not prepared to face the challenges of the 20"
century — many of which were are a result of the long standing autocracy in Russia. Nicholas did not
receive enough help in order to effectively rule his empire and the circumstances of the 20™ century

made it very difficult for him to implement policies that the previous generations of tsar had



implemented. Apart from the fact that most of Nicholas's counselors were unable to advise him on
important decision-making, Nicholas also had trouble accepting help by those that could. The issue of
poverty was an issue that always persisted, foreign threats were arising, and in addition Nicholas had to
assume responsibility for numerous of his officials' mistakes. Foreign influences from the West also
played a role in creating social problems at the time. Nicholas was also a man that by nature was never
inclined to rule an empire; he would rather spend leisure time dealing with his own personal affairs. As
a member of the Imperial family he was already distanced from the common people's mentality and he

physically distanced himself by residing in his estates outside the capital.

Summary

The abdication of Tsar Nicholas II came as a direct result of the February Revolution of 1917 in Russia
and it signifies the end of the 300-year-old Romanov dynasty. In the discussion of the abdication we
take into account the circumstances under which Nicholas assumed the throne, his character
weaknesses, and the difficulties that Nicholas faced during his reign (i.e. the Khodynka tragedy, the
Jewish pogroms, the Russo-Japanese War, Bloody Sunday, and the outbreak of World War I). We also
examine the socio-economic problems preceding the abdication, the opinions and attitudes concerning
the abdication, and the immediate consequences.



1 "The Abdication of Nicholas II - World War I Document Archive." Main Page - World War 1
Document Archive. Web. 20 Feb. 2011.
<http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/The Abdication_of Nicholas II>.

In the days of the great struggle against the foreign enemies, who for nearly three years have tried to
enslave our fatherland, the Lord God has been pleased to send down on Russia a new heavy trial.
Internal popular disturbances threaten to have a disastrous effect on the future conduct of this persistent
war. The destiny of Russia, the honor of our heroic army, the welfare of the people and the whole future
of our dear fatherland demand that the war should be brought to a victorious conclusion whatever the
cost. The cruel enemy is making his last efforts, and already the hour approaches when our glorious
army together with our gallant allies will crush him. In these decisive days in the life of Russia, We
thought it Our duty of conscience to facilitate for Our people the closest union possible and a
consolidation of all national forces for the speedy attainment of victory. In agreement with the Imperial
Duma We have thought it well to renounce the Throne of the Russian Empire and to lay down the
supreme power. As We do not wish to part from Our beloved son, We transmit the succession to Our
brother, the Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovich, and give Him Our blessing to mount the Throne of
the Russian Empire. We direct Our brother to conduct the affairs of state in full and inviolable union
with the representatives of the people in the legislative bodies on those principles which will be
established by them, and on which He will take an inviolable oath.

In the name of Our dearly beloved homeland, We call on Our faithful sons of the fatherland to fulfill
their sacred duty to the fatherland, to obey the tsar in the heavy moment of national trials, and to help
Him, together with the representatives of the people, to guide the Russian Empire on the road to
victory, welfare, and glory. May the Lord God help Russia!

2 1909, August. "Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovich of Russia." Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia.
Web. 20 Feb. 2011.

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovich of Russia#Romances>.

Inspired, in common with the whole people, by the belief that the welfare of our country must be set
above everything else, I have taken the firm decision to assume the supreme power only if and when
our great people, having elected by universal suffrage a Constituent Assembly to determine the form of
government and lay down the fundamental law of the new Russian State, invest me with such power.
Calling upon them the blessing of God, I therefore request all the citizens of the Russian Empire to
submit to the Provisional Government, established and invested with full authority by the Duma, until
such time as the Constituent Assembly, elected within the shortest possible time by universal, direct,
equal and secret suffrage, shall manifest the will of the people by deciding upon the new form of
government.

3 "Memories of Alexei Voklov - Alexander Palace, an Online Book." Russian History Websites -
Romanov Dynasty - Alexander Palace. Web. 20 Feb. 2011.
<http://www.alexanderpalace.org/volkov/4.htmI>.

The parties, receptions and balls following the Coronation were darkened by the catastrophe at
Khondinka, where 2,000 people were crushed to death. The same day as the catastrophe, I was taking a
walk along the Khondinka and I met many groups of people coming back from that site and carrying
the Tsar's gifts. The strange thing, though, was that not one person mentioned the catastrophe, and I did
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not hear about it until the next morning, at the Governor General's palace, where General Prefect of
Police Vlasovski brought a special report. Grand Duke Serge Alexandrovich was very depressed by
what had happened; he gave Vlasovski orders to return to him every hour with detailed reports on the
progress of the investigation into the causes of the disaster. Then, the typical slowness of these matters
set in; Prefect General of Police Vlasovski rejected any fault by Grand Duke Serge; the latter himself
considered that the blame for the disaster lay on the incompetence of Minister of the Court, Vorontsov-
Dashkov. Emperor Nicholas II himself took an active part in the investigation of the matter as to who
was to bear responsibility for the Khondinka disaster. The end result was: Grand Duke Serge was found
responsible, as was Count Vorontsov-Dashkov, and they were required to submit their resignations.
Then, Grand Duke Vladimir Alexandrovich put pressure on the Emperor by declaring that all of the
Grand Dukes were going to quit their posts if Grand Duke Serge was to resign.

Emperor Nicholas II gave in, and was it was Vlasovski who was discharged. Some time later Count
Vorontsov-Dashkov also left his post. In the days following I witnessed the gruesome sight of the
wagons transporting the bodies from the Khondinka field to the morgues. The bodies were stacked up
like logs and, with some difficulty, covered with canvas and sacks.

4 Kort, Michael. "The Final Years and the Last Stand." The Soviet Colossus: History and Aftermath.
Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2010. p75.

5 "Jewish Massacre Denounced", New York Times, April 28, 1903, p 6.

The anti-Jewish riots in Kishinev, Bessarabia, are worse than the censor will permit to publish. There
was a well laid-out plan for the general massacre of Jews on the day following the Russian Easter. The
mob was led by priests, and the general cry, "Kill the Jews," was taken- up all over the city. The Jews
were taken wholly unaware and were slaughtered like sheep. The dead number 120 and the injured
about 500. The scenes of horror attending this massacre are beyond description. Babes were literally
torn to pieces by the frenzied and bloodthirsty mob. The local police made no attempt to check the
reign of terror. At sunset the streets were piled with corpses and wounded. Those who could make their
escape fled in terror, and the city is now practically deserted of Jews.

6 Kort, Michael. "The Final Years and the Last Stand." The Soviet Colossus: History and Aftermath.
Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2010. p75.

7 "Nicholas IT and the Russo-Japanese War." Scribd. Web. 20 Feb. 2011.
<http://www.scribd.com/doc/6364182/Nicholas-II-and-the-RussoJapanese-War>.
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Nicholas II and the
Russo—[apanese War

By RayMoND A. ESTHUS

Nicholas II is one of the most elusive individuals in Russian history. One
reason for this, as Theodore H. Von Laue has noted, is that the historical
sources that relate directly to Nicholas are very limited.! Another and even
more important reason is that Nicholas’ character is puzzling. Those who
knew him believed he was easily understood; yet historical records show
that the contemporay characterizations of the last Tsar are inadequate. An
investigation of the role of Nicholas in the Russo-Japanese War points up
this problem, for what emerges is a complex, enigmatic personality.

The contemporary assessments of Nicholas are remarkably uniform. He
was described as shy, charming, gentle in disposition, fearful of con-
troversy, indecisive, indulgent to his relatives, and deeply devoted to his
family. Aleksandr Mosolov, who headed his Court Chancellery for sixteen
years, wrote that Nicholas, though intelligent and well-educated, never
adopted a definite, energetic attitude and loathed making a decision in the
presence of others.? Sergei Witte, who served Nicholas and his father for
eleven vears as Minister of Finance, commented that the Tsar was a
well-intentioned child, but his actions were entirely dependent upon the
character of his counselors, most of whom were bad.? This widely held
belief that Nicholas was weak led to much speculation about what persons
exerted influence over him. Many believed that he was swayed by the
Grand Dukes and by the Tsarina, Aleksandra Fedorovna. The influence of
Aleksandra was thought to have been especially strong after the birth of
their son Aleksei in 1904 and the subsequent tragic discovery that he
suffered from hemophilia.

The problem with these characterizations of Nicholas and the specula-
tions about the influence of others is that they ignore a significant aspect of
his character. No doubt there were elements of truth in the descriptions of
Nicholas as weak and irresolute. But his role in the Russo-Japanese War
reveals another side of his character. Witte was getting close to it when he
said of Nicholas: “A soft haze of mysticism refracts everything he beholds

! Theodore H. Von Laue, Sergei Witte and the Industrialization of Russia (New York, 1969),
p- 123. Research on this article was facilitated by a grant from the Penrose fund of the
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2 A. A. Mosolov, At the Court of the Last Tsar: Being the Memoirs of A. A. Mossolov

{London, 1935), pp. 6-10.
# Cecil Spring Rice to Gerald Balfour, 2 October 1905, Cecil Spring Rice Papers, Churchill

College, Cambridge University, Cambridge, England.
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and magnifies his own functions and person.™ Nicholas was convinced that
he was divinely ordained to rule and that he was responsible to God and to
his conscience to preserve the autocracy and to defend the dignity, honor,
and worth of Russia. His commitment to the preservation of the absolutist
prérogatives had been evident at the time of his coronation when he
characterized proposals for political reform as “senseless dreams” and
declared his resolve to maintain unflinchingly the principle of autocracy.®
Almost a decade later his actions and attitudes during the Russo-Japanese
War showed a similar stubborn resolve to defend the honor and worth of
Russia. Indeed, during that war he was to show a doggedness and consis-
tency that his most observant contemporaries did not fully perceive or
comprehend.

The “soft haze of mysticism” that surrounded Nicholas was a significant
factor at the very outset of the war. It, along with a great deal of administra-
tive mismanagement, contributed to the outbreak of the war itself, for it
caused the Tsar to misread completely the realities that he and his nation
were confronting. Shortly before the Japanese attack, he assured Kaiser
William that there would be no war because “he did not wish it.”® When
the attack came, according to Cecil Spring Rice, First Secretary at the
British Embassy, it left the Tsar “almost incredulous.” The months that
followed presented more occasions for disbelief as the Russians went from
disaster to disaster. The initial Japanese attack on Port Arthur was not
decisive, but the successive Russian defeats that followed on land and sea
placed a growing strain on the political and economic structure of the
country and engendered a sense of national humiliation.

In the face of repeated setbacks, Nicholas maintained a steadfist confi-
dence that Russia would ultimately triumph. Throughout the first summer
of the war, many Russians shared this confidence. An “informant” who was
sent to Russia by the Japanese reported in July 1904 that the ruling class of
Russia, though experiencing deep humiliation from the defeats, expected
final victory.® Even Witte, who would emerge as the strongest proponent
of peace, initially shared this expectation. In June he talked with the British
Ambassador, Sir Charles Hardinge, about the terms that a victorious
Russia would impose upon Japan.?

As the war news continued bad during the fall of 1904, Nicholas made an
important decision concerning the future prosecution of the war. By this
time the Port Arthur fleet was severely battered and Port Arthur itself was

4 Emile Joseph Dillon, The Eclipse of Russia (New York, 1918), p. 327.

& Bernard Pares, The Fall of the Russian Monarchy (London, 1939), pp. 56-57.

% Sergei Iu. Witte, Vospominaniia, ed. A. L. Sidorov, 3 vols. (Moscow, 1960), 2:278,

7 Spring Rice to Robert H. M. Ferguson, 2 March 1904, in Stephen Gwynn, The Letters
and Friendships of Sir Cecil Spring Rice: A Record, 2 vols. (Boston, 1929), 1:402.

# Motono Ichird to Komura Jutard, 2 August 1804, Telegram Series, Reel 55, pp. 17,808
17,811, Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs Archives (microfilm collection), Library of Con-
Eress, Washl.ngtom, D. C.

® Hardinge to Foreign Secretary Lansdowne, 30 June 1904, in British Documents on the
IOrigin.r ameﬂr, 158981914, ed. G. P. Gooch and Harold Temperley, 11 vols. {London,
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under siege. No decisive change in the fortunes of war now seemed
possible unless Japan's command of the sea could be broken. Nicholas
decided, therefore, to send the Baltic fleet to the Pacific. It was a decision
reached only after much agonizing, the Tsar changing his mind three times
before finally ordering the fleet to the theater of war. Any hope Nicholas
had for victory was probably based more on his belief in God than on
confidence in Admiral Rozhdestvenskii and his fleet. Rozhdestvenskii
apparently had little confidence in either himself or a beneficent Provi-
dence, for he confided to Grand Duke Aleksandr Mikhailovich that the
fleet was going to its destruction in the Pacific. 1 This prediction turned out
to be all too true. The only victory the fleet was destined to achieve was an
encounter on the Dogger Bank on 24 October with British fishing boats,
which the Russians incredibly mistook for Japanese torpedo boats.

By the time the Baltic fleet left Russia, popular support for the war was
fading. A German banker, Ernest von Mendelssohn, visited Russia in
October, and he reported to Chancellor Bernhardt von Biilow in Berlin
that only the court, the military, and government officials wanted to
continue the war until victory was achieved. In all merchant and banking
circles, said Mendelssohn, there was a longing for a quick conclusion of
peace and this sentiment was shared by a great majority of the population.
Mendelssohn apparently talked with Witte, for he reported his view that
Russia could not expect a turn in the fortunes of war and should make peace
as soon as possible, 11

The new year brought more disasters and a growing sentiment for peace.
In January 1905 Port Arthur fell to Japanese forces. In the same month
Bloody Sunday laid bare the widening gap between the government and
the workers in St. Petersburg.'® As an atmosphere of pessimism enveloped
the Russian capital, Ambassador Hardinge reported to London that even
members of the government were now openly expressing interest in
peace.’® One of the Grand Dukes told him frankly that Russia was defeated
and should make peace. The Grand Duke added, however, that rather than
pay an indemnity Russia would fight until the last soldier fell.14

Nicholas remained imperturbable amidst the mounting disasters, and he
gave every indication of a determination to see the war through to victory.
Foreign observers in St. Petersburg were baffled by what they took to be
the Tsar’s indifference to the catastrophic events unfolding around him.

10 Grand Duke Aleksandr Mikhailovich, Once & Grand Duke (New York, 1932), pp. 221-22,
Rozhdestvenskii said the same to Finance Minister Viadimir Kokovtsov, See Kokovtsov, Qut
of My Past: The Memoirs of Count Kokevtsov (Stanford, CA, 1935), p. 46.

' Memorandum by Biillow, 2 November 1804, in Germany, Auswiirtiges Amt, Die Grosse
Politik der Europidischen Kabinette, 1871-1914, 40 vols. (Berlin, 1922-27), 19:2:387-88.

12 Walter Sablinsky, The Road to Bloody Sunday: Father Gapon and the St. Petershurg

Massacre of 1903 (Princeton, NJ, 1878).
' Hardinge to Lansdowne, 14 February 1905, F. O. 881/8650, Public Record Office,

London,
14 Inouye Katsunosuke to Komura, 18 February 1905, Telegram Series, Reel 63, pp.

4,080-4, 090,



Nicholas II and the Russo—Japanese War 399

Hardinge wrote to Ambassador Francis Bertie at Paris: “Everybody is
clamouring for peace, but the Emperor is impervious to everything, sees
nobody and spends his time playing with the baby.”15

Actually Nicholas could not remain completely impervious to the grow-
ing internal unrest, for the violence was moving closer and closer to the
throne. The previous summer the Minister of the Interior, V. K. von
Plehve, had been killed by a revolutionary bomb, and now on 17 February
an uncle of Nicholas, Grand Duke Sergei Aleksandrovich, was blown to
pieces. The mounting dissension caused Nicholas to take the first hesitant
step towards political change. Just two weeks after the death of Grand
Duke Sergei, he promised that he would permit the election of representa-
tives who would take part in “the preliminary discussion of legislation.”
Since he accompanied this with a statement on the immutability of the
autocracy, it was not surprising that the plans announced six months later
for a State Duma limited that body to only an advisory role.18

The Tsar's slight softening in the political arena did not signal any change
in his resolve to continue the war. Grand Duke Pavel Aleksandrovich, who
was living in Paris because of his morganatic marriage, visited Nicholas at
this time, and he detected no change in his attitude. On his return to Paris,
the Grand Duke told French leaders that Nicholas talked with “alarming
complacency” about the war. The Tsar, he said, had not the slightest doubt
that Russia would win in the end.!”

Witte had come to the opposite conclusion about the war, and he now
sent a long, blunt letter to Nicholas urging peace. He had little reason to
think the Tsar would welcome his views: he had been ousted from the
Finance Ministry in 1903, and though he now held the position of Chairman
of the Committee of Ministers, it was well known that he was out of favor
with the Tsar. As Ambassador Hardinge observed, Witte was distasteful to
Nicholas because of his rough manners, brusque speech, and overpower-
ing presence.® In his peace appeal, which he dispatched to Nicholas on 28
February, Witte was his usual overpowering self. He stated emphatically
that further war expenditures would entirely upset the financial conditions
of the country, that General Kuropatkin’s army could not hold its position
in Manchuria, and that Admiral Rozhdestvenskii's fleet could not score a
success. Witte did manage to soften these bold assertions by indicating
agreement with the Tsar's dedication to the nation’s honor. He said that if
negotiations were opened and the Japanese terms remained unacceptable,
then the Russian people would rise in defense of the Tsar and the nation’s
honor.#

15 Hardinge to Bertie, 14 February 1905, Francis Bertie Papers, F. O. 800176, Public
Record Office, London.

18 Howard D. Mehlinger and John M. Thompson, Count Witte and the Tsarist Govern-
ment in the 1905 Revolution (Bloomington, IN, 1872), pp. 17-18.

17 Maurice Paléologue, Three Critical Years (1904-05-06) (New York, 1957), p. 178.

18 Hardinge to Lansdowne, 17 January 1805, F. O. 65(1698, Public Record Office, London.
12 Dijllon, Eclipse of Russia, pp. 294-95.
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9 Murray, David, Kaneko, and Albert White Vorse. Japan. New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1906. p 537

THE Japanese Government have from the first attached the high-
est importance to a speedy solution of the questions which form at
this time the subject of negotiations between Japan and Russia, Tt
seemed to them that in a matter of such vital moment as that
which engages the attention of the Cabinets of Tokio and St. Peters-
burg, a quick conclusion was only second in importance to a satis-
factory conclusion,  Consistently with that view the Japanese
Government have at all times during the progress of the negotiations
made it a special point to give prompt answers to all propositions
of the Russian Government. The negotiations have now been
pending for no less than four months, and they have not yet reached
a stage where the final issue can with certainty be predicted, In
these circumstances the Japanese Government cannot but regard
with grave concern the situation for which the delays in negotiations
are largely responsible,  You are instructed to see Count Lamsdorff

10 Illustration 1: "January 2009." Daily Desk Calendar. Web. 20 Feb. 2011.
<http://dailydeskcalendar.blogspot.com/2009_01_ 01 archive.html>.

11 "Gapon, the Hero of Bloody Sunday." New York Times 18 Feb. 1906. Print.
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12 "Nicholas II, "October Manifesto"; Sergei Witte, Excerpt from "The Memoirs Of Count Witte."
Euphrates -- William Paterson's Webpage Community. Web. 20 Feb. 2011.
<http://euphrates.wpunj.edu/courses/hist330-60/Supplementary MateriallHTML/October
Manifesto.html>.

The October Manifesto
17 October 1905 (o.s.)

We, Nicholas II, Emperor and Autocrat of All the Russias, Tsar of Poland, Grand Duke of Finland, etc.
etc., declare to all our loyal subjects:

The disturbances and unrest in St Petersburg, Moscow and in many other parts of our Empire have
filled Our heart with great and profound sorrow. The welfare of the Russian Sovereign is inseparable
from the welfare of His people, and national sorrow is His sorrow. The present disturbances could give
rise to profound disaffection among the masses, presenting a threat to the unity and integrity of Our
State. The oath which We took as Tsar compels Us to use all Our strength, intelligence and authority to
put a speedy end to this unrest which is so dangerous for the State. The relevant authorities have been
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ordered to take measures to deal with direct outbreaks of disorder and violence and to protect people
who only want to go about their daily business in peace. However, in view of the need for successful
implementation of earlier measures aimed at pacifying the country, we have decided that the work of
the higher agiencies of government must be coordinated. We have therefore ordered the government to
take the following steps in fulfilment of our unbending will:

Fundamental civil freedoms will be granted to the population, including real personal inviolability,
freedom of conscience, speech, assembly and association.

Without halting the elections that have already been scheduled, participation in the Duma will be
granted to those classes of the population which are at present deprived of voting powers
(insofar as is possible in the short period before its convocation). Further development of a
universal franchise will be left to the newly established legislature (i.e., according to the law of
August 6, 1905, to the Duma and the Council of State).

It is established as an unshakeable rule that no law can come into force without its approval by the
State Duma and representatives of the people will be given the opportunity to take real part in
the supervision of the legality of authorities appointed by Us.

We call on all true sons of Russia to remember their duty to the homeland, to help put a stop to this

unprecedented unrest and, together with this, to devote all their strength to the restoration of peace and

quiet in our native land.

Issued at Peterhof on the 17th day of October in the year of Our Lord 1905, in the eleventh year of Our
reign.

Original signed by Nicholas II.

Source: Unattributed translation from Polnoe sobranie zakonov Rossiiskoi Imperii, 3rd series, vol.
XXV/I, no. 26803. Revised (syntax emendations) Jon Bone.

Excerpt on the Manifesto from The Memoirs Of Count Witte

The Manifesto was drawn up hastily, and until the last moment I did not know whether His Majesty
would sign it. Had it not been for Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaievich, he possibly would not have done
it. It is noteworthy that as soon as the Manifesto came out, the Grand Duke embraced the creed of the
Black Hundreds. Prince A. D. Obolenskii, one of its authors, was in a state of neurotic exhaustion at the
time he took part in its drafting. Several days after the publication of the act, this earnest advocate told
me that his participation in the movement for the Manifesto had been the greatest sin of his life. In the
days immediately preceding its publication, His Majesty conducted two parallel sets of conferences. I
participated in one, [I. L.] Goremykin in the other. This extreme duplicity at such a critical time greatly
discouraged me.

As a matter of fact, I was rather opposed to the publication of a constitutional manifesto. I gave much
thought to the alternative plan of setting up a military dictatorship. The original text of the document
was drafted against my will and behind my back. Seeing however that those on high were intent upon
issuing the Manifesto, 1 insisted that my own version of it be adopted if I were to be appointed Prime
Minister.

The effect of the act of October 17th was in many ways salutary. Thus for instance the Manifesto



destroyed the unified front that had made the opposition camp so formidable. It sobered up the country,
so that the voice of patriotism was heard in the land again. Propertied people got ready to do battle and
rose in defense of their possessions. But it also had its serious drawbacks.

The Manifesto was a bolt from the blue. Most provincial authorities did not understand what was
happening, and many clearly lacked sympathy for the new course of policy. Because the Manifesto
arrived so unexpectedly, regions that had already been in tension were thrown into a frenzy by it.
Violent outbreaks -- both revolutionary and counter-revolutionary -- took place all over the country, the
reactionary manifestations involving (of course) anti-Jewish pogroms. These last were organized (or at
least encouraged) by local authorities. That is what I feared, and that was why I opposed the idea of
issuing a Manifesto. Furthermore, it cast the shadow of undue haste upon all the other acts of the
Government.

I did not for a moment doubt the necessity of a parliamentary regime for the country. In those days
even the conservatives advocated a constitution. In fact, there were no conservatives in Russia on the
eve of October 17, 1905. The Manifesto cut Russia's past from its present like a scalpel. This historic
operation was surely necessary, but it should have been performed with greater care and more
precautions. Still, I thank God that the constitution has been granted. It is far better that the past has
been cut off (even though somewhat roughly and hurriedly) than if it had been slowly hacked off with a
blunt saw wielded by a bungling surgeon....

13 "Nicholas II - Alexander Palace Time Machine." Russian History Websites - Romanov Dynasty -
Alexander Palace. Web. 19 Feb. 2011.
<http://www.alexanderpalace.org/palace/AlexPalaceNRbio.html>.

Nicholas had an excellent education and was perhaps the best educated European monarch of his time.
His parents where astute enough to see the challenges of facing a 20th Century Tsar would be quite
different than those of the past and tried to prepare him for his future responsibilities. The very real
threat of terrorism loomed over the Imperial Family constantly. Once a bomb blew apart their train car,
and only Alexander's powerful shoulders kept the roof from crushing the entire family. A powerful
cordon of secret police and military guards protected them, but this meant Nicholas grew up in the
isolation of his family. This held him back and he was late in maturing. He never gained a sense of
confidence and self reliance. The lack of friends from outside the clan of European royalty deprived
Nicholas of the benefit of understanding the way his future subjects lived. In this he was no different
than most of his royal peers. But Nicholas was also purposely cut off from liberal thought and ideas by
his parents. Since he had almost no contact with Russia's growing intellectual and artistic community
he developed narrow ideas of honor, service and tradition which would harm his ability to govern
Russia in the future.

While heir to the throne, as Tsarevich, Nicholas achieved the rank of Colonel in the Life Guards. He
loved the military and always considered himself an army man. His character and social habits were
strongly influenced by his years as a young officer and he made many of his longest lasting friendships
among his brother officers. These where his happiest years, when he was almost free of care and worry
about the future. His father was still relatively young and Nicholas could expect a few years to fill the
role of a dashing, aristocratic officer before he was called to serve his country in an more serious role.
The Tsarevich embraced the relative freedom of army life with gusto. He could drink and carry on like
the most hedonistic of his fellow officers. Life was full of regimental dinners, concerts, dances and
beautiful women. It was during this time he met a young dancer from the Imperial Ballet named
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Mathilde Kschessinka, who became his first, real girl friend. It wasn't a serious relationship. Both of
them knew it couldn't go anywhere and besides, Nicholas had already given his heart to a young, sad
eyed and withdrawn German princess named Alix of Hesse. Many thought it was not a good match.
Alix wasn't thought to have the right personality traits and outgoing aggressiveness sought in a Russian
Empress-to-be. Nicholas could not be persuaded to consider any other bride than Alix, and the couple
where formally engaged in 1893. In fall, 1894, Nicholas' father developed a serious nephritis condition
which became progressively worse. Alexander's doctors advised a trip to the gentle climate of the
Crimea. The famous healer John of Kronstadt was summoned to the Tsar's bedside died in the arms of
his wife at Lividia aged 47 from nephritis.

Nicholas felt he was not ready to rule. He knew the weighty task of ruling Russia was greater than his
experience and abilities. Yet he believed, even with all his inadequacies and self-doubt, that God had
chosen his destiny. The new Emperor took his coronation oath very seriously and saw anointing as Tsar
as spiritual experience. After the crown was placed on his head Nicholas would look for support and
guidance first within himself and then to God, who had given him this burden. Quickly realising he was
surrounded by deceit and the self-interest of bureaucrats and sycophants, Nicholas concluded that on
earth he could trust few people. Bullied and misled by his relatives he increasingly turned to his wife
for support. Nicholas became cynical and mistrustful of human nature. Loneliness and isolation would
be his lot in life.

Above all else, Nicholas loved Russia first and then his family. He thought the fate of the two was
inseparable. No one knew the shortcomings of the Romanov Dynasty better than he and yet he felt the
monarchy was the only force preventing Russia from coming apart at the seams. Nicholas was
intelligent enough to realise the probably of his assassination was quite high. Alexandra's decision to
marry him and share his uncertain future was a commitment he always appreciated.

14 "The Human Side of the Tsar - Alexander Palace Time Machine." Russian History Websites -
Romanov Dynasty - Alexander Palace. Web. 19 Feb. 2011.

<http://www.alexanderpalace.org/palace/centuryl.html>.

He held out his hand just as kindly and simply as the Empress had done, and he also spoke in perfect
English, asking how the miniature was coming on. Indeed, I was already beginning to know that
English is spoken exclusively by the Russian royal family in their private life. This would not be
singular where the Empress herself were concerned, since she is virtually an Englishwoman, and has
spent years in England; but I recall hearing the Grand Duchess Helene, the daughter of the Grand Duke
Vladimir, since become the Princess Nicholas of Greece, say that she could not remember ever
speaking anything but English to her father. And this exclusive use of English in their private life may
account for the fact that among themselves they always say "Emperor" and "Empress" instead of "Tsar"
and "Tsarina." At all events, I never heard any member of the royal family use the Russian title, and
before long the Tsar and the Tsarina were the Emperor and the Empress to me also.

I wish it were in my power to tell exactly what I felt and thought at this first sudden and totally
unexpected sight of the Emperor. There was something in his appearance that caused a quiet tightening
in my throat and a queer thumping at my heart. As I have said, he looked young, gentle, and slight. He
stood quietly and naturally, looking straight at me with steady, clear, kind eyes. There was a sort of
winning buoyancy, too, in the quiet dignity of his bearing. Above all, he looked kind, there was
kindness in his eyes, in his face, in his voice; kindness in every easy, gentle movement of his slight,
youthful figure.
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15 "On Nicholas II, His Character and His Duties - Alexander Palace Time Machine." Russian History
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Nicholas II forced himself to attend to the affairs of state, but essentially they did not captivate him.
The enthusiasm for power was something alien to him. Ministers' reports were a heavy burden to him...
The chief distinguishing feature of his character was an all-penetrating self-sacrificing devotion to do
the performance of what he considered his royal business...

Mild-natured and therefore incapable of forcing people to bow to the opinion he expressed, he was,
however, far from being weak-willed and on the contrary was marked by a stubborn striving for the
intentions he formed... The main reason for the outward weak-will of Nicholas II that has been
mentioned was his extereme natural delicacy that did not permit him to say anthing unplesant to
anyone's face...

Nicholas viewed any taking of initiative on the part of his ministers as an attempt to usurp part of his
own royal power... Given the absence in the sovereign's mind of a precise boundary between ruling and
directing, in practice it turned out that the more business-like a particular minister was, the more he
displayed activity and energy, the stronger the thought established itself in the Tsar's mind that this was
an infingement of his royal power and the sooner such a minister lost the royal trust. This was the very
lot that befell two of Nicholas II's two most talented assistants - Witte and Stolypin...

While Nihcolas II did not know how to command others, his own self-command was, by contrast,
complete... If nothing else, we can judge Nicholas II's self-command by the fact that no-one saw him in
raging anger or joyful excitement, or even in a state of increased agitation... He took many matters very
close to his heart, and some phenomena provoked him to very strong anger, which he nevertheless had
the strength to hide completely behind a mask of calm and even indifference...

Exceptional self-possession gave the Tsar the strength to spend hours on end tirelessly reading the
reports and detailed memoranda submitted to him. He saw this as burdensome and for him

uninteresting occupation as the main performance of his duty and did not shink from it. "I shall never
allow myself to go to bed," he said, "until I have completely cleared my desk."

16 "On Nicholas II, His Character and His Duties - Alexander Palace Time Machine." Russian History
Websites - Romanov Dynasty - Alexander Palace. Web. 26 Mar. 2011.
<http://www.alexanderpalace.org/palace/nicholasgurko.html>.
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4 December, 1916.

MY DEAR,
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Tender thanks for the severe written scolding. I read it with a smile, because you speak to me as though
I was a child.

It is unpleasant to speak to a man one does not like and does not trust, such as Trepov. But first of all it
is necessary to find a substitute for him, and then kick him outafter he has done the dirty work. I mean
to make him resign after he has closed the Duma. Let all the responsibility and all the difficulties fall
upon his shoulders, and upon the shoulders of his successor.

I am sending you two lists of candidates which he left with me, and a letter, sent by him yesterday, in
which he again returns to the question of appointing Makarov as President of the Council of State.

Rouchlov is a very good, spiritually strong and respectable man, who loathes Kokovtsev and the others.
You know that the President of the Council of State is newly appointed every year, as well as all the
members.

Things are not well in Roumania. We have sent and keep on sending troops, but they are obliged to
make long marches (three weeks) because of the shocking condition of the railways. Now it has at last
been decided to put them under our control.

The 17th of December has been fixed as the day for the meeting of the Generals as, up to then, Gourko
has several conferences.

I must finish now. God bless you, my darling, my Sunny! With fond kisses to you and the girls, I
remain

Your "poor little weak-willed" hubby
NICKY.

NOTES: KOKOVTSEV: Count Kokovtsev, a former President of the Council of Ministers, had warned
the Tsar against Rasputin as far back as 1912, soon after Rasputin's appearance at the Court. It goes
without saying that he fell into immediate disfavour.

19 Illustration: "Miss D'Souza's Classes (3 December)." Nonsuch HP: The History and Politics Blog.
Web. 26 Feb. 2011. <http://nonsuchhp.blogspot.com/2010/12/miss-dsouzas-classes-3-
december.html>.

20"1917 Diary of Nicholas II - Alexander Palace Time Machine." Russian History Websites - Romanov
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March 16, Friday

I slept long and well. Awoke far beyond Dvinsk. The day was sunny and cold. Talked with those near
me about yesterday. Read a great deal about Julius Caesar. Arrived at 8:20 at Mogilev. All ranks of the
Staff were on the platform. Received Alexeev in the car. At 9:30 I went over to the house. Alexeev
came with the latest news from Rodzianko. It transpires that Misha [Grand Duke Michael] has
abdicated. His manifesto ends with a four-tail formula (Universal, direct, equal, and secret suffrage.
There was no definite time set for the Constituent Assembly) for the election of a constituent assembly
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within 6 months. God knows who put it into his head to sign such stuff. In Petrograd, the disturbances

have ceased-if it would only remain that way.

21"The Tsar's Abdication, March 2, 1917." Russia in War and Revolution, 1914-1922 A Documentary

History. Hackett. p52-55.

22 "The Tsar's Abdication, March 2, 1917." Russia in War and Revolution, 1914-1922 A Documentary
History. Hackett. P 5-6.

23 "The Tsar's Abdication, March 2, 1917." Russia in War and Revolution, 1914-1922 A Documentary
History. Hackett. P 55-56.
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Age. In effect, almost eve: ; vwomoﬁs& influence on the intell i mz:.:w i rid
ologytoa sweeping criti rything he had stood for, from im m.n»cw_ dltisbi e S
:n:nn. in the early gmsamwrn of the radical intelligentsia, M:MMM J:ﬁ .ﬂEa.mE._Sm 17
N‘ﬁ_u_odm« in the Silver Age nM:EQ. Only Dostoevsky’s Emcﬁﬂ_ e :.:c L5
adimir Soloviev’s life mwm :ﬁ.w indeed, in retrospect, s e st
Eoﬂ»ma. as well as a certai N..nr_m‘\nan:r with its _.:wn..m“d M no.:._.Bm:SSHm o
monition of the entire Ri i incompleteness and an mwv_\ 2 brilliance and great
The new critique of “ s culture of the Silver A, rly ending, as a faithful pre
volume entitled m_.w%ewu : _:aE_mmimE found its Eo.wm Wﬂ iki
E seven authors, En_:&MA Vekhi) that appeared in 190 w g PRI 4 s
Z_n.rcr: Berdiaev, and S : wcm h prominent converts maa, ﬁ:@amm contained €ssays
q_ma_nm_ intelligentsia: ws, mwmm_ Bulgakov, and nozmz»cwﬂ Mesisgthe e
tive truth, religion, and Mm_mn radicals were accused of e m:..o_: attack on the
end justifies the means aw, and of an extreme uvﬁ:nww utter disregard for objec
Signposts represented wr._,\.:% .ﬁ_mm::naou as their onl ’ _m: ﬁ the B.BQE that the
tals, a new cleavage mBo:EDEQ of Russian i E..u:mn:._mv_\ effective passion. Zmacmr
more revealing because g nn_zn.mﬁma Russians became hand st S R
equated with the Right. E the critics of the intelligen Appacent cleavage all the
w_,““:nu_ figure of the ?omﬂﬂwﬁmmf Struve Smwolfmt Ww_wgh.w Eﬁ“ EN. 5 n.nnmzm e
ame as a personalist phil e conservatives; Berdi sdissns s and
gakov (1871-1944) e philosopher and champi a5 (1874-1948) acquired world
O.Jroacx 58_&:—”2% d the priesthood and wmocn_% S.Q:?m freedom”; and Bu-
Silver Age .Sa_:%a. ;..c ;Em twentieth century. O”mrcwma into the most controvesid
cerned with the probl e “biological mystic” Va .._ er prominent intellectuals of the
em of sex, and the Ulziwﬁwwﬂmwmj?“ who'was especially €01
rationalist Leo Shestov (2 p¢%~

/
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dony ]
Bmﬂ__uo:mo w&imnﬁauszf as well as the metaphysicians Semen Frank (another
utor to Signposts) and Nicholas Lossky. By comparison with the 18608, ©F
he eve of

even th i
¢ 18905, the Russian intellectual scene had indeed changed on ¢

World War 1.
SM Wm._mm,“w@o_. WWM wﬁ : o&mn cultural outbursts, .
e R 8:“ _.n nho integrate it with the general course of Russt !
lentend of Ewm icats by .irmﬂ mpany observers considered the premature and vio-
i agein woﬁ.ﬁ Russia, although many important mmﬁ._oﬁunim would
nervous .an o s émigrés. Some CTitic < between the
the nms_n_ﬁa” dttimes cVER apocalyptic aspects of Eﬁnﬂ Aom the n
i En Mm<o_=cc= that followed these EmE.oE:o:m so prompty-
?Bmiﬂ ir_mrnmﬂcm:»E Bm&a promise of the coming o.m the :qu WO!
besure .wn mgz was to find its unexpected embodiment I ﬁ.rn Five-Year plans- .Ho
:Edm_‘w:m —MQ Age 4.:5 an abstraction, and any uwnﬁA must deal with
composed wm_._ NEEY: Q_RMRE individ t was Blok who in January »Em
though s Doty perhaps the greatest Po¢ ted 10 revolution,
Zamwm,\mmﬁcﬂ:ﬁmg m_.mo a most controversial poeTt And it was p.wn .?E:ﬂ
ﬁmnwlh y who became 1n effect the bard of the new Soviet regime during 1tS early
uch to the chagrin of Lenin, whose oW {erature were more con-

servats 1 tastes in 1
ative, Still, the dissonances between the Silve « Soviet ideolo

worl r Age and th
rld were much greater than the consonances. The firsthad to be repressed

name of the second. Indeed, it BASTEER argued that the Silver Age demonstrated
:..2 .Em Russian educated public was fin ing away from the simple materi-
alistic, utilitarian, and activist beliefs professed by Lenin and his devoted followers:
Therefore, the latter had to succeed quickly, 1 event, they just made it-

if at all. In the
General estimates of the onstitutional Peri© ¥
imistic of pessimistic:

B but most of them can be readily classified @
Optimistic students of the development of Russia
World War I and the revolutions of 1917 have emphas!
d was evolving toward Jiberali
2] law, reactionary though itwas, : ated that the duma
Moreover the reformed R
e affairs of th
mong both moén::_na o he people; 48
. incts of parlia®
i ¢ optimists,
: than the con-

cessiveand d¢
ming increasingly sO

and was remarkably

sasa m_‘ocw\lw:m notatall likely
as of obsolete institutions.
ch creative life. Elsewhere,

defies easy Of complete explanations
an history- The

gy and

in the

left autocracy behind an:
change in 1907 in the elector:
could no longer be abolished.
:_u play an important partin th
tige and acceptance at home, a
well as abroad. As an Englishman
mentary life” grew it the empire ©

Russian society at the time was muc
indicate; and it was beco!

stitutional framework alone would

ar. Modern education mv_‘oum rapidly at different levels
jan and liberal—as were Rus!
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d virtually full freedomand 2 il

every ye:
humanitar
to serve as
ties enjoye

Russian universi-
t00, an energetic




208 Russian Identities

discussion went on. Even the periodical press, in spite of various restrictions, gave
some representation to every point of view, including the Bolshevik. Government
prohibitions and penalties could frequently be neutralized by such simple means as
a change in the name of a publication or, if necessary, by sending the nominal editor
to jail, while important political writers continued their work. To be sure, as many
optimists acknowledge, grave problems remained, in particular economic backward-
ness and the poverty of the masses. But, through rapid industrialization on the one
hand and Stolypin’s land reform on the other, they were on the way to being solved.
Above all, Russia needed time and peace.

Pessimistic critics have drawn a different picture of the period. Many of them
refused even to call it “constitutional,” preferring such terms as Max Weber's
Scheinkonstitutionalismus, that is, sham constitutionalism, because, both according
to the Fundamental Laws and in fact, the executive branch of the government and
the ministers in particular were not responsible to the duma. In any case, the critics
asserted, whatever the precise character of the original arrangements, they were
destroyed by the arbitrary electoral change of 1907. On the whole, the government
refused to honor even its own niggardly concessions to the public. Nonentities, like
the twice—prime minister Ivan Goremykin and the minister of war Vladimir
Sukhomlinov, and the fantastic Grigory Rasputin himself, were logical end products
of the bankruptcy of the regime. Other aspects of the life of the country, ranging
from political terrorism, both of the Left and of the Right, to Russification and
interminable “special -mm:r,.:o:w: ta safeguard order, emphasized further the dis-
tance that Russia had to travel before it could be considered progressive, liberal, and
law-abiding. Social and economic problems were still more threatening, according
to the pessimists. Fundamental inequality and widespread destitution could not be
remedied by a few large-scale “hothouse” industries and by a redivision of the peas-
ants’ inadequate land, always safeguarding that of the landlords. Workers in partic-
ular, including those concentrated in St. Petersburg and in Moscow, were becoming
more radical and apparently more responsive to Bolshevik slogans. Mogeover, the
argument continues, the government never wanted real reform, because it was

devoted to the interests, first, of the landlords and, second, of the great industrial
capitalists. Russia was headed for catastrophe.

The optimists, thus, believe that a basically sound imperial Russia was ruined by
World War I. The pessimists maintain that the war merely provided the last mighty
push to bring the whole rotten structure tumbling down. Certainly it added an
enormous burden to the load borne by the Russian people. Human losses were stag-
gering. To cite Golovin's figures, in the course of the war, the Russian army mobi-
lized 15,500,000 men and suffered greater casualties than did the armed forces of any .
other country involved in the titanic struggle: 1,650,000 killed, 3,850,000 wounded,
and 2,410,000 taken prisoner. The destruction of property and other civilian losses
&:_ displacement escaped count. The Russian army tried to evacuate the popula-
tion as it retreated, adding to the confusion and suffering. It became obvious during
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lefighttul ordeal that the imperial government had again failed ip its EM”_M. m,wﬁ _“
#¢ Crimean War and the Russo-Japanese War, but on a much larger scale.

ian mini 1 officials and generals proved to be
hsian minister of war and many other high o sy e
ixompetent in the test of war. Russian weapons turned out to be inferi 2
temies, Russian ammunition in short supply. Transportation was genera ﬁw
hgged down, and on numerous occasions it broke down completely. .‘_.ommz._m.n wi ;
tiearmy, the urban population suffered as a result of this, because it Qmumn%”w £
dfficulties obtaining food and fuel. Inflation ran rampant. Worst o.w m.:L M—m -
vent sefused to learn any lessons: instead of liberalizing mm:m policies and r ﬁmmm.
nore on the public, which was eager to help, Nicholas 1, in an w:mnr_‘oéﬂ__m g .
i, handed over supreme power to the reactionary empress, and through her
Tsputin, when the tsar assumed command at the front.

Uncounted Russian soldiers were dying in the hecatombs of AZ.Q.E War | mmrf
g ‘for God, tsar, and fatherland,” just as their ancestors had died in arm. heroic
tfense of Sevastopol in the Crimean War sixty years earlier. Yet the m_nwmaou was
Wtquite the same. In the intervening period, educated Russians, and .z.m:. :%n_”dbm
Wete dhways increasing, participated more than ever before in the wm__wm.m an m:m.nn Q
005 of the West, modifying them, as everywhere else, to the nojm:_osw o
o ountry, Thus Russian radicalism was predominantly peasantist, from mnmm:
E? Yictory of Lenin’s creed. Dostoevsky found his ideal in the soul of the :M
“an peasant; Tolstoy in his way of life. The Panslavs were cousins, as well as .:BMM
Memies, of the Pangermans. Russia, as well as Great Britain or Tm.dnww claimed to
g enlightenment to the non-European world. Potentially most u_ma.mmmar MES-
fsﬁ the change in the Russian masses. The Muscovite :snoBEo_._..:mEm a QH
nofthe tsar was coming to its end. Basic to Muscovite history and still very muc
"evidence in the eighteenth and even nineteenth centuries, it w@ﬁﬁn:& faded out
¥ the eng of the latter. While the events of “Bloody Sunday” certainly Q:So.w
“8.512 the fadeout, they may serve as a symbol of the separation of the nwm“ uBE,
”ﬂﬂ%_ﬁ Devotion to the tsar was not prominentin 1917 orin Eww.nmnm OM HMWM: ¢

owed, and the dedicated fighters on the White side were officers 0

. i i i-religious sup-
408,10t masses rallying for the true tsar. This erosion of a quasi-religious sup

s e ruler by the masses went for a long time almost unnoticed in r_ao_ﬂ%m.
”M,m until the appearance of some interesting recent works. d“&m Dnnmwa MM
. "8 in his fine book Russia: People and Empire, GMNLEN not 9.~.< .cn i
&ZEm of support but even asserted: “The imperial state’s 715__529_ e
s,“as i.mnr underpinned its legitimizing ideology was perhaps its mnme..nmn M:M it
g_nﬁB:E afundamental cause of the revolution of 1917 But Hosking di ot
E%“_ how the olg reverence for the tsar could be retained in the Bchmamv Hﬂwmax
zmnra“_._a_ and he wrote almost as if he did not realize how thoroughly

If _SM M_Ba most of the imperial Russian rulers had vwn:. L
“untrig e Orthodox tsar, then what? The obvious candidate, as 10 $

3 ising i i ood case
Was modern nationalism. And indeed, it was rising o Russia. A g
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can be made for the emergence of modern Russian nationalism in the period from
1863 to 1878, as well as in the years following, with its own professors, journalists,
writers, students, books, periodicals, and newspapers. An aggressive and even vio-
lent nationalist Right, though not to be confused with more moderate main cur-
rents, was its appropriate component. Such basic developments leading to modern
nationalism in France and other countries as popular education, improved com-
munications, and compulsory statewide military service were present in Russia. The
empire of the Romanovs lagged behind in many of these important matters, but its
retardation could be readily cured with the passage of time.

Yet obstacles in the path of Russian nationalism were many. The Russian edu-
cated public was, on the whole, more opposed to the government than intellectuals
elsewhere, and it devoted its interest and support more willingly to radical and rev-
olutionary movements. The ruling stratum, even in 1917, was in many ways still that
of an ancien régime rather than a modern national state. Statesmen like Dmitri
Miliutin, Witte, and Stolypin were rare, while the last emperors and most of their
ministers tried simply to hold the line, to defend what they could from internal or
external attack. The religious bond, so important in Russian history, was itself on
the decline, and the government, it is generally believed, made matters worse by
treating the Church and different religious issues in its usual authoritarian and
bureaucratic manner. Moreover, the Russian empire was a multiethnic state, out of
place in the age of nationalism. Finland, for example, was indeed ruled more appro-
priately by its own grand duke, with its own constitution and rights, than by the
same personage as the autocratic Russian emperor. The fundamental difference
between rossiiskii, the adjective for the Russian empire, and russkii, meaning Russian
ethnically, has been recognized by most critics. More novel are some suggestions
that it was the second that was sacrificed to the first. Finally, it seems precipitous to
find the best solution for imperial Russia in becoming a modern national state. Ger-
many did just that, quickly and brilliantly, with the process eventuating in Hitler.

ORI
Soviet Russia, 19171991

Quiet, quiet. Beyond the polar circle

There sleep without separating their arms

Next to a faithful friend, an inseparable friend,
Adead friend a dead friend.

—Ivanov

Theissues of belief and identity had some very striking characteristics in the mou.:Q
Union.! No other state in history was so explicitly and thoroughly vmmm.n_ onan ide-
ology, teaching it in schools and inculcating it by all other means possible, spread-
ngit t0 almost every detail of human existence and maintaining that stupendous
efortforalmost three-quarters of a century. Even Nazi Germany, often compared to
the USSR, as its twin totalitarian state, could not claim such a performance,
tecause it ideology was much more mushy, confusing, and incomplete, and the
practical realization of that ideology—most dreadful and tragic, to be sure—lasted
tWelve rather than seventy-four years. s :
Agreat deal has been written about communist ideology, including Haaojom% in
'eSoviet Union. And vet that ideology needs more rather than less nanrmm..m. Fail-
Em_m 10 appreciate it fully range from suspicions of intellectual history as mwm_n cau-
om0 the omnipresence of the official dogma and doctrine to the point that it
APPears as something obvious and natural rather than imposed. A very large num-
b misconceptions stems from the substitution of a struggle of leaders for
Pov—their vanity, suspiciousness, pride, vengeance, conspiracies, and so on m:..a
O—for Marxism-Leninism. Usually the error is simply mixing the levels of m;‘
St not that Soviet protagonists were free from the above-mentioned vices
»& mﬁ:ﬁ in all their forms. It is rather that their vices and rivalries Aoow.n—nnm
i the basic framework of their ideology, by no means eliminating that ideol-
mwwxgs?ﬂgm:&ﬁ ideology is of a fundamental importance in ﬁ.rm first MMMMM,
hone that is how those who believe in it, whether they are aggressive of P .

Seen M%_“_mwro:mmﬂ _<u5 or modest, see the world. And that is how the world was
Infact, Mrm 5..”.5:: Sl . i hchev, to Brezhnev, to
Andropy, ¢ Soviet leadership, from Lenin, to Stalin, to .5:& chev, e N“:a
sistany, Mo Chernenko, to Gorbachev, as well as ..rm: ::BQ.OE ”mmo iz
tiong aﬁ”sh“oi:mﬁm a remarkable ideological consistency. Lenin, whose O

Marxism to Marxism-Leninism, has often been accused of fanaticism,
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..onwmémw: of the Provisional Government” A week later, Cyril g
an Interview to a Petrograd newspaper: “I have asked myself s
ﬂ:._nm.R the ex-Empress were an accomplice of William [the Kaiser)
€ said, “but each time forced myself to recoil from the horror
such a thought,”
Cyril’s behavior drew a terse, prophetic comment from Paléologe
10 can tell whether this treacherous insinuation will not hefore g
provide the foundation for a terrible charge against the unforast
Empress. The Grand Duke Cyril should . . . be reminded tat &
most infamous calumnies which Marie Antoinette had to meet ¥
she faced the Revolutionary Tribunal, first took wing at the elga

fuppers of the Comte d'Artois. (e jelous youges b

.m.nﬁ_.owu,»m had fallen. Everywhere in the city, the revolution ¥
triumphant. At the Tauride Palace, two rival assemblies, both ¢
vinced that tsarism was ended, were embarking on a struggle fo
survival and power. Yet, Russia was immense and Petrograd oo !
tny, artificial mound, scarcely Russian, in a comer of the Tars &
Pire. The two million people of Petrograd were only 2 mﬂBS.&i
scores of millions of subjects; even in Petrograd, the revolution!)
workers and soldiers were less than a quarter of the city’s ??ru“
2 Enm.n had gone by since Nicholas had left for mﬂmesno_.ﬂ&.
first disorders had broken out. In that week, he had lost his capil
but still he kept his throne. How much longer could he keep it? d

The Allied ambassadors, desperately concerned that the fal #4
Mma:mn: would mean Russia’s withdrawal from the war, clung ©
Op¢ that the Tsar would not topple. Buchanan still talked in

Mn”manﬂo_uu “granting a constitution and empowering w%n_&u“we ©
€ membe o Jogue thoug that
the Tsar had rs of 2 new government. Paléologu oy

Committee a5
announced op
ing for Russj

unrwnnn..mrawnnoanmnrnwmcn_r%wom:n
his ministers nzm “appeared in person . . - and %_Ea:
the steps of Our Lady of Kazan that a new € ¥ ﬂﬁ
e s But if he waits a day it will be too late.” It W% co®
of the En _nore accurately the ominous future. mB:&:w. ot court
ero: 9085% Prospect, watching the burning of the EM! w
Py annnnp he heard a soldier say, “We have only 0n¢ P
munE% i €rmans. We will begin with the Germans here and ¥
3t you know called Romanov.”

CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT

Abdication

7, was subdued and downhearted. Twice, from the train, he

sent melancholy telegrams tinged with the loncliness that over-
vhelmed him on leaving his family after two months at Tsarskoe Selo.
,5 Mogilev, he missed the buoyant presence of the Tsarevich. “Here
i the house it is so still,” he wrote to Alexandra. “No noise, no ex-
cad shours. 1 imagine him sleeping—all his little things, photographs
and knicknacks, in exemplary order in his badinom® :

Nicholas's last letters as Tsar, written as it were from the brink of
&n.srwﬁ have often been cited as evidence of his incorrigible stu-
—._&Q. The most famous remark of all, invariably quoted in even the
uiclest estimate of Nicholas's character, is the line: “I shall take up
dominocs again in my spare time.” Taken by itself, the remark is
iy, Any tsar with so little wit as to sit playing dominoes while
”; M”.is_ revolts deserves mothing: neither his throne nor under-

anding,

Yet, there is more to it than that. It was the Tsar’s first night back at
e Headquarters and he was writing to his wife of familiar n_.._:mw.
_aan&»a_w before this much-quoted line, he is talking about his
son, wr says that he will greatly miss the games they rwa.vrv&m _nh“om_.w..
cvening; in liew of them, he will take up dominoes again to rel

Z ICHoLAS, leaving home for Headquarters on the night of March

. . —.
» *Pare moments. Even more significantly, the letter E»_uu Q:HM”“. “_Mu
i backdrop of revolution, but at a moment W n“ Shpt 1

believeq that the capital was quiet. The date on the ._onnnn . The
e day on which the first bread riots occurred in the €I
firse reports of these disorders arrived at Headquarters on the Eonn :.M
of the gth; Nicholas did not learn until the rich chat anyo
Petrograq considered them serious.

Despite the weeks of rest with his family,
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“c\_om_._nq still mentally fatigued and physically exhausted. A vivid
Emﬂzam signal on the state of his health flashed on Sunday morning

.mmnr 1 .»Pm he stood in church, Nicholas suffered “an excruci-
MMM% pain in the chest” which lasted for fifteen minutes. “I could
ity vmh. stand the Service mEr.. he wrote, “and my forehead was covered
: ops of perspiration. I cannot understand what it could have
cen because I had no palpitation of the heart. , . . If this occus
again, I shall tell Fedorov [the doctor].” The symptoms are those of
a coronary occlusion.

If the _.wqunmo: in the streets of Petrograd came 2s 2 shock 10
everyone in the city, it is not entirely surprising that the Ts, o
Headquarters five hundred miles away, was neither more alert 20f
more prescient. Indeed, Nicholas had less information than thes
%:..v continued blithely to attend dinners, parties and concerts in the
capital. He depended on reports passed to him through a chain of
officials which included Protopopov in Petrograd and General Voeiko?
MM Headquarters. Both Protopopov and Voeikov served him badlfs *
P erately underplaying the seriousness of the situation as it developed

rotopopov was defending his own position; disorders which he coud
Dot control were a damning reflection on his abilities as Ministr of
Tﬁau._on...,\onmwoﬁ at the other end of the line, was a conservative ™
Imaginative man who simply could not face the prospect of walkisg
into the presence of the Tsar and announcing a revolution.

?.wB H_E_.manvn March 8, until Sunday, the 11th, Nicholas wn.a
nothing which caused him serious alarm. He was told that the capit
Was afflicted with “street disorders.” “Street disorders” were not 4
“..Mnn_. to worry Nicholas: he had faced them innumerable nanawﬂ
EQEH%MMWAE% years of his reign. There were officials t0 deal
the 2.: Xhabalov, En. Military Governor, and above him Protopop®®
m_.TQmmﬂmamu of —:8&..9.. The Tsar of all the Russias, the n%t.»wha
siig of the Russian Army, need not bother himself with 8

B M.ﬁm a matter for the city police. and
had m:&n night of the 11th, after the troops had been called Snwo_u
was told _”Mc the crowd and two hundred people lay das 2.8&3
ik} __n t the “street disorders” were becoming nasty- wﬁ jers.
1CCY, he sent an order to Khabalov commanding that the w”
be ended mEHM..nw_.ﬂn s et oL - bm”._-..._
hope Khabaln . rly+ That same night, he wrote to et
must give EM”« will be able to stop these street disorders.

On Mond, clear and definite instructions.” ¥

Y; the 12th, the news was much worse. “After ¥! esterd
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news from town, I saw many Emrnm:& faces here,” Nicholas i_.o.no.
“Fortunately, Alexeiev is calm, but he thinks it is necessary to appoint
a very energetic man, so as to compel the ministers to work out the
solution of the problems—supplies, railways, coal, etc.” Fman m‘;ﬂ
night, a jolting telegram arrived from the Empress—“Concessions 10-
evitable. Street fighting continues. Many units gone over to the
enemy. Alix.” At midnight he ordered his train, and at five a.m. he
was under way for Tsarskoe Selo. Nevertheless, even at this point
Nicholas did not proceed straight to the capital. Knowing that the
most direct route was heavily used by troop supply trains, he chose 2
longer route to avoid dislocations. He still could not believe that his
presence was so urgently required that supplies for the army and
hungry civilians should be shunted aside.

As the Imperial train traveled north on Tuesday, the 13th, ru
through village stations where local dignitaries still stood saluting on
45 platform to honor the passage of the Tsar, the grim news con~
tinued to come, Telegrams from the capital announced the fall of the
Winter Palace and the formation of an executive committce of the
Duma under Rodzianko. At two a.m. on the morning of the 14th, the
train was at Malaya Vishera, just a hundred miles south of nﬂ.n capital,
q..rs.— it was slowed to a halt. An officer boarded the train and Emom.Ena
Voeikov that revolutionary soldiers with machine guns and .wnﬂ:&
were just up the track. Nicholas was awakened, and in the middle of
the night, alernative possibilities were discussed. If they could not g0
north to Petrograd and Tsarskoe Selo, they might go east t0 Moscow,
south to Mogilev or west to Pskov, headquarters of the Northern
Group of Armies, commanded by General Ruzsky. The discusen
leaned in the Jast direction. Nicholas concurred and declared, Well,
then, to Pskoy.” i

It was eight o’clock in the evening when the Imperial train mmaaa_
slowly into the station at Pskov. The platform, usually lined with 2
guard of honor, was deserted except for General Ruzsky and ﬂ..m
deputy, General Danilov. Ruzsky, eatering the Tsar's can, rno_.w_n
more bad news: the entire garrison of Petrograd and Tsarskoe mm_o
had gone over, including the Guard, the Cossack Escort and <.M
Garde mﬁ:.».nwa with Grand Duke Cyril marching in front. _Sﬁmun e
¢xpedition, sent ahead to restore order, had reached Tsarskoe ded

carlier in the day, where the trains had stopped nu&. v.oan EH_R“E. i
_...w fevolutionary soldiers calling on Ivanov’s men 1o, josnk them. qun.“w i
himself haq received a telegram from Alexeiev advising %M—Mn:nn
bad been restored in the capital, and that if there was no

mbling
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bloodshed, the monarchy might be saved. Alexeiev had suggested t

he withdraw; Ivanov had done so, and his little force had quicti |

melted away.

The report that his personal guard had defected was a heary v
to Nicholas. Along with the revelation of personal betrayal it clalf
indicated the end of hope for support from within the city, whie ¢
loss of Ivanov’s men displayed the futility of sending more T
from the front. Nicholas’s freedom of action was narrowing rpidl
and as he sat listening to Ruzsky, he made a decision. He asked Ruzsy
to telephone to Rodzianko and offer what he had so long refused: ¢
ministry acceptable to the Duma, with a prime ministef, waaas
Rodzianko, who would have full power over internal affais. j
left the railway car and hurried to the telegraph.

Rodzianko, answering Ruzsky’s message, was surrounded by peog¥ |

pushing, shouting, asking advice and yelling instructions. EMR iﬂ
din, the harassed Rodzianko wired melodramatically t0 ah
“His Majesty and yourself apparently are unable to ﬁmﬂ. 't
- happening in the capital. A terrible revolution has v_.owoueo |
of the Empress has reached a fever pitch. To prevent

have been forced to arrest all the ministers. . . . U.ow_.mn B&h
more troops. I am hanging by a thread myself. P oﬁwmﬁmﬂi ,

my hands. The measures you propose are too late.
is gone. There is no return.” i “g_a_l.

Rodzianko spoke truly in describing his own posidon. A SRC
reached that morning between the Duma committe¢ i

4%1?5

had produced the nucleus of a Provisional Oo.md Minister; Kee* |

_Bme.omnan»mnn?nf.:nrncnayéqo&a.mu&wa
sky, representing the Soviet, became Minister of ..? E&Wﬂ.?ﬂ
leader of the Octobrists, was War Minister. The Prime
ever, was not Rodzianko, to whom the So
Prince George Lvov, the liberal and popular

Zemstvo Red Cross. Rodzianko continued to take
ernment’s discussions, but his influence, like that of

chairmat
part in the £

nrnc.sbi

faded rapidly. 2 jt was 00 »
Rodzianko was entirely accurate when rm said nﬂﬁh« Sovict
for concessions. Already the Duma committee an the Tol*

agreed that Nicholas must abdicate in favor of his s0% the commi™
brother Grand Duke Michael as Regent. Even s mn_v._w.cw% and B
who wished to preserve the throne—Guchkov, M discussio™”

; : 3 i i the
Shulgin, a Right-wing deputy who participated in o anov 4y
had concluded that if the Imperial system and M_me«o@ [t is o.:l

were to be saved, Nicholas would have to be 52

bt ¢
viet would not »u._m_ e
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importance that Nicholas II should not be overthrown by violence,”
declared Guehkov. “The only thing which can secure the permanent
establishment of a new order, without too great a shock, is his volun-
tary abdication.”

On this matter, the leaders of the new government in Petrograd
dlready had been in touch with the leaders of the army. On the 14th,
# the Tsar’s train was approaching Pskov, Rodzianko _._m& talked to
Alexeiev at Headquarters. Alexeiev himself found abdication the o_.—_%
solution and agreed to collect the opinions of the generals command.ag
the different fronts. By the morning of the r5th, these replies had
come back to Alexeiev and were forwarded th Ruzsky in Pskov. ,B_o.w
were grimly unanimous: Nicholas must abdicate. Admiral Nepenin
of the Baltic Fleet had stated: “It is only with the greatest difficulty
that | keep the troops and fleet under my command in check.” Grand
Duke Nicholas, in the Caucasus, telegraphed that he begged “on my
knees” for his cousin’s abdication.

In Pskov, after breakfast on the morning of March 15, .?Eww
brought the generals’ telegrams to the Imperial train and laid them
before the Tsar. Nicholas was overwhelmed. His face became white,
be turned away from Ruzsky and walked to the window. Absent-
mindedly, he lifted the shade and peeped out. Inside, the car was
mgﬁs_w still. No one spolke, and most of those present could scarcely
reathe,

If the anguish felt by Nicholas at this last, climactic moment of his
'®ign is impossible to know, the logic of his reasoning i relatively
dlear. If he rejected the advice of the political leaders in Petrograd
ind of his generals, what could he do next? He knew from the de-
fection of the Guard and from Ivanov's experience that it would not
- E« to find loyal regiments to march on the city; without the M_Lﬂ
port of his generals, it probably would be wS—..Qmmv_ - If ._ﬁ ng il
the men and fighting broke out, there was a risk to his family, sti
# Tsarskoe Selo, now firmly in the hands of the Provisional Govern-
ment. On top of this, Nicholas had no real stomach for a bloody,
Pitched battle in the streets of his capital. Years of E_nu years of war,
m ﬂn”m of personal strain and anguish had left r_.h__—__umni inner mnnnﬂﬁnoao e

ith wh;, i is cou
- hich to face the prospect of plunging 553

Ultimately, the factor which swung the Tsar’s decision ﬁ.dﬂn
wdvice of his generals. For Nicholas, each one of these S_dm se Were
™Ore Significant than a dozen messages from Rodzianko. 1as loved
his felloy soldiers, his comrades, his brothers-in-arms. Z.ﬁa 50
e irmy, and he truly loved his country. He cared far
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winning the war than he did for his crown. To start a civil war, ¥

Russians killing Russians while the hated Germans looked on, woel
be a negation of all that he deeply believed. If it was the advice of b8
generals that the highest act of patriotism he could perform would b
to abdicate, then it became impossible for Nicholas to refuse.

All at once, with a sudden movement, the Tsar spun around frem
the window and announced in a clear, firm voice, “I have decided th

I shall give up the throne in favor of my son, Alexis.” Nicholss msd |

the sign of the cross, and the others in the car crossed themsehves 1
thank you gentlemen for your distinguished and faithful service, L
continued. “I hope it will continue under my mob....

A form of abdication, prepared at Alexeiev’s direction and ?ﬁ
from Headquarters, was produced. Nicholas signed it, and the poro
ment was dated 3 p.m., March 15. The throne had passed mﬂﬂh .
to son, as prescribed by law. His Imperial Majesty Tsar
aged twelve, was the Autocrat of all the Russias.

At this point, with the signing completed, a confusion in preces
arose. The night before, in Petrograd, the Ecnuan_._._mm onthe _mooa.j
committee had decided that Guchkov and Shulgin should w&ﬂ“
to witness the signing and to bring the document back ﬂ! y ¢
A train for them was provided at dawn, and n__noamwcﬁaﬂ i
two delegates were traveling toward Pskov. As they were 0 the ¥
before evening, Ruzsky was instructed simply to hold on
ment which Nicholas already had signed. : refiect

This interval—almost six hours—gave Nicholas Emn to imscl, B¢
the consequences of the act he had just wnn».o:-.&. Q._s would b
shedding of power came s a relief. He assumed m_m_nd ald remsi
allowed to retire with his family to Livadia, that Alexss and that B¢
with them at least until he had finished his n%ﬁ.no_”r_.% j
actual responsibility of government would pass his octor, whid
as Regent. It was a conversation with Fedorov, n—”. rov, Nichols
caused Nicholas to change his mind. Sending for Fe n_“, _.B.«%zf
first asked for a frank estimate of Alexis's prospects Wiy un

Fedorov, fully aware of the political significance © an incant®
replied carefully, “Science teaches us, Sire, that it ¥ reach m
disease. Yet those who are afflicted with it sometimes of an 56
vanced old age. Siill, Alexis Nicolievich is at the ™Iy € 0o,
dent.” The young Tsar would never be able to ridé which mig*
Plained, and he would be forced to avoid all actvity ood 8 5
tire him and strain his joints. Then Fedorov went ?Wh the thros
medical opinion. He pointed out that Nicholas, o=8§ Rusis ¥
would almost certainly be exiled with the Empres

[
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that happened, the new government would never allow its mﬁqunn.»mu
 be educated abroad by the deposed parents. Even if the entire .m»gn
iy was allowed to remain in Russia, Alexis’s upbringing was certain to
be transferred to other hands.

Fedorov's words confronted Nicholas with a heart-breaking di-
kama, As Tsar, he knew that his son was the rightful heir to the
Rusian throne; as a father, he could not bring himself to abandon his
beloved child to strangers ignorant of all the ramifications of his
docase. For the second time that fateful day, Nicholas was forced to
' g decision, 2 decision which would affect not only the fate
of _,_E.&u..& his family, but the history of Russia.

At nine in the evening, Guchkov and Shulgin arrived in Pskov and
e e actoss the racks to the brightly lit Tmperial train. Nicholas,
-«M_A.sa * Simple gray tunic, grected them with a handshake and in-

them t0 sit. With his own back to the green silken wall of the
315w_ e oM car, he listened as Guchkov began to exphin why the
o Was necessary. Before Guchkov had finished, Nicholas inter-

e This mwsw speech is unnecessary,” he said calmly, almost
o__ g“_amﬂh.uv.. I have decided to renounce my throne. Until three
[ g rm. I thought I would abdicate in favor of my son, Alexis.
_Ean s_m” changed my decision in favor of my brother Michael,
s L g, ga.aa_u.:a the feclings of a father.” As Nicholas spoke

When the .Mo. his voice dropped into a low, hushed tone,
docueny %E. had spoken, he took a new draft of the abdication
Bpeared -._M. : left the room. Some time afterward, Nicholas re-
 the g lently handed the document, now bearing his signature,
fither Missaries from Petrograd, This final version, removing both

.F_ﬂsﬂ_ Sjmﬂ.»ﬁmﬂwﬁnn power, was illuminated by a splendid and
Patheti otism:

m:_“n&u great strug;

de - s gle with a foreign enemy, who for nearly

. ﬁnnﬂ to enslave our country, the Lord God has
i 0 send down on Russia a new, heavy trial. The
”#..E__. Popular disturbances which have begun, nrHMMnm: to have
The iy effect on the future conduct of this persistent war.
of the ?8“ of Russia, the honor of our heroic army, the good
wh mwn. the whole future of our dear country demand that
™ nn_o“uop the war should be brought to a victorious end.
Bour s ey Y IS gathering his last forces, and already the

Dear when oyr gallant arm; i .
Y, nomaﬂ_._nn with our m—oﬂo
les, wiy be able m=n=<noa2mrnrn na«:dr

In i
fhese decisive days in the life of Russia, we have thought it
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a duty of conscience to facilitate for our people a close union sl
consolidation of all national forces for the speedy attinment o
victory; and, in agreement with the Imperial Duma, we bt

thought it good to abdicate from the throne of the Russian St

and to lay down the supreme power.
Not wishing to part with our dear son, we hand over our &
heritance to our brother, the Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovnch

and give him our blessing to mount the throne of the Rusis

State. We bequeath it to our brother to direct the ?.ﬂ&t
State in full and inviolable union with the representatives o .ﬂ
people in the legislative institutions, on those principles which
by them be established. :
vmﬂ the name of our dearly loved country, we call on all ﬂ“
sons of the Fatherland to fulfill their sacred duty to him by i
ence to the Tsar at a heavy moment of national trials, ©© __N-l_
together with the representatives of the people, to bring
sian State on to the road of victory, prosperity, and glory:
May the Lord God help Russia!
Nicholas
The historic scene was almost concluded. wn?a it broke 9P i_
las’s signature was obtained on two final ap) B.n”i s prt
the Provisional Government. The first was Prince | s
the other was Grand Duke Nicholas, who once again Nichols ™
commander-in-chief of the armies. When this was n_“” offcction o
At this point, Shulgin, whose heart was E_MWNS.& wich N
pity for the man who Eﬂ.mcﬂm-”onnwbwna_u
into a corner of the car. “The Emp ; ;
“and perhaps he read in my eyes the mn.nw._w.uwn ﬂnﬂﬂp e
me, because in his own there was something P if y® ™
and my words came of themselves: ‘Oh, Your M3) of the Do
done all this earlier, even as _»ﬂo_Mm n”M %_Wn_. End.nsa.:& o
haps all that . . . ’ and I could n it might
mﬂnﬂ n@:ulcﬁ_% . . . [unaffected] way: Do you chink

been avoided?’ ” ; ovet
The meeting was over. A coat of varnish was 15& - left \

signature on the abdication, and Guchkov -.Mm w”“_m_hiw oot

ately for Petrograd. At 1 am. on z—»_.nr.
mmwws the :%WE train left the silent railway mw (it Thoet?
Mogilev, where Nicholas would say WOo.mrv\n 8—8
the long day when, with a stroke of his pets . ] calm 5
Romanovs from the throne of Russia, he had

Jooked at me” 13:.“.4 ,‘

Tear looked %
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most kindly to those around him. That night in his diary, normally a
repasitory of only the most cryptic and phlegmatic observations on
the day's events, Nicholas finally uttered a heartfelt cry: “For the
uke of Russia, and to keep the armies in the field, I decided to take
this step. ., . . Left Pskov at one in the morning. All around me I see
treason, cowardice and deceit.”

.?n.._.!.rnn_ fallen. It was an event of gigantic significance, and

Jet, neither in Russia nor abroad was this significance more than dimly
wderstood. On the Sunday following the abdication, Paléologue
"ited three Petrograd churches: “The same scene met me every-
ﬁu a grave and silent congregation exchanging grave and melan-
!__.nwn__..._“n“n_mo:_n of the moujiks looked bewildered and horrified
s &85 in their eyes. Yet even among those who seemed
= 53.;_ could not find one who did not sport a red cockade
Ensz__!n.&n_a&.non .nku had all been working for the Revolution; all of
?&Ew X It o&,. and soul. But that did not prevent them from
s : B..H_u for their Father, the Tsar. Buchanan had the same
e g .ﬂ -naﬂ—»u_ncn so much the Emperor as the regime of which
¥e gt hay 0l¢ was weary. As a soldier remarked , . . ‘Oh yes,
V¢ 2 Republic, but we must have good Tsar at the head.’”

Far awy .
Y In a peasant village on the steppe of southern Russia, the
abdication. “Well, so he’s

W-ln.u clustered aroungd the notice of
said one, “and he’s been our Tsar for God

ShXey
Many years, and when he leaves us everything will be the

Sme 2 ever, :

ke ;laa _Fo”_ Mwm:oﬂ wn.,s..__ 80 to manage his estates somewhere;

E.awo?_ saat ng. Pwon man,” said an old woman, “he never
S thy ﬁ.wo__””:._u_ym:w did they put him away?”

g , old fool,” « ten't goi i

"y .o”nhc:_: i a_..»a.mc»__.wro was told. “They aren’t going to kill
» Ssrm he M_su our Tsar, and now w& have no onel”

s ¢ ng, the governments of Enp land, Fra i

had gland, France and the Unijted

even Jess i
b ey ::ao_.mn.:&:w of the event than the Russia
=_nty, "d, where the Tsar was seen as .

c.nraa__ﬁ:t_an
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On March 22, only one week after the abdication, the United Sus
became the first foreign government to recognize the Provisionsl Gor
ernment. For America, on the verge of entering the war becas o
the German policy of unrestricted U-boat sinkings, the fall of teris
removed the taint of fighting beside an autocratic Russia. On Apil %
1917, President Woodrow Wilson asked Congress to dechre w
and make the world “safe for democracy.” In the sume speech
spoke glowingly of “the wonderful and heartening things that b

been happening within the last few weeks in Russia. . . . The s

racy . . . has been shaken off and the great, generous Raussian pegé
have been added in all their naive majesty and might to the for
that are fighting for freedom in the world, for justice and for pes®
Here is a fit partner for a League of Honor.”

This &Eomw universal naonmnsam optimism was not shared S.”
brilliantly erratic Englishman whose mercurial carect had EHI-
porarily blighted by the failure of his special brainchild .ﬂ o

Gallipoli. Even a decade later, when the wartime role of
and Imperial Russia still was ignored or derided, Winston G
alone in his viewpoint, gave this estimate: 5 :
“It is the mr»ﬂwi m&ﬂwg of these times to dismis the ._.!ﬂ"
gime as a purblind, corrupt, incompetent tyranay. But -oﬂ“ﬂ«ﬁ e
thirty months’ war with Germany and Austria should g
loose impressions and expose the dominant m»oﬁw cq.n nlwn—ma&. by
strength of the Russian Empire by the bartering it had &4 500
the disasters it had survived, by the inexhaustible forces it gyt
oped, and by the recovery it had made. In the gove! whoever he %
when great events are afoot, the leader of the natiom,
is held accountable for failure and vindicated by uEBﬁ.ns pre
who wrought the toil, who planned the struggle, £
Tresponsible authority belongs the blame or credit. He had ¥

“Why should this stern test be denied to Nicholas Iz s’
many mistakes, what ruler has not? He was neither a g% obiBT:
nor a great prince. He was only a true, simple man s faith in G
of merciful disposition, upheld in all his daily life by _E A the =%

But the brunt of supreme decisions centered uport _E_..&.nu e
mit where all problems are reduced to <n». % Z&Wv_n. he bd® |
transcend the faculties of man and where all is 1 needle. w i

m?nnrouuména.mwiﬁﬁn?aomonomn_onaaﬁu.ﬁ.r:
OF no war? Advance or retreat? Right or left? Ugonmnﬂﬂwi L
firm? Quit or persevere? These were the battlefields © onset o &
<S.v~ should he reap no honor from them? The devoted agony of B
Russian armies which saved Paris in 1914; the mastered

_

Nomee |
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manitionless retreat; the slowly regathered forces; the victories of

Bruslov; the Russian entry upon the campaign of 1917, unconquered,

sronger than ever; has he no share in these? In spite of errors vast

.E.aizn. the regime he personified, over which he presided, to

which his personal character gave the vital spark, had at this moment
won the war for Russia,

“He is about to be struck down. A dark hand, gloved at first in
folly, now intervenes, Exit Tsar. Deliver him and all he loved to
Vounds and death. Belitle his efforts, asperse his conduct, insult his
Memory; but pause then to tell us who else was found capable. ‘Who
o what could guide the Russian state? Men gifted and daring; men
Hﬁ&ﬁo& and fierce, spirits audacious and commanding—of these
-.EM "ere no lack. But none could answer the few plain questions on

h the life and fame of Russia turned.”

Hﬁ_ﬂ:. il members of the Imperial family greeted news of the
:E_‘Bno: with dismay. Some, thinking only of the awkward-
ve o.m their own siruation, leaped to attack. “Nicky must have lost his
H“N. Wrote Grand Duke Alexander. “Since when does a mo<nnummm_
R?»r”n because of a shortage of bread and partial &mcnmwnnm in his
The why _. - He had an army of fifteen million men at his disposal.
Far - nr._:w +« . seemed ludicrous.”
o MOre widely criticized was Nicholas’s decision to sign away the
=w_5. of his son, Shulgin and Guchkov, both strong monarchists, were
”“wﬂa by the change from Alexis to Michael. They knew it would
bowed :Eza.. but in the emotion of the moment on the train, they
classes ﬂ.o a “father’s feelings.” Among the legalistic, bureaucratic
e :srcmn main concern was to obey whatever government was
qrﬂn Y legal, and among the devout monarchists, faithful to tradition,
na:n_”_._wr_ _rp<n rallied to the legitimate heir, the change created con-
aasm_.r ..ﬂm“n immediate accession of the Tsarevich was the o:.an
ey ""OPPing the Revolution,” declared Nicholas Basily, an official
_.Ra.rés:na. who had drafted the first abdication document and
the Ocked to see the switch from son to brother. “In the first place,
ta:v_vﬂ g Alexis Nicolaievich would have had the law on his side. He
als0 have benefited by the sympathetic feeling of the nation and
™Y towards him,”
o mqn_: those who had served Nicholas long and faithfully failed to
m...w_w “tely understand that the Tsar was also the father of a delicate
“year-old boy. Sazonov, who had been Nicholas's Minister of

ﬁc-.

ign Affairs for some years, spoke of the matter to Paléologue. “I




i
¥
i

400 Part Three : Chapter Twenty-Bigh

needn’t tell you of my love for the Emperor and with what devotion
I have served him,” he said with tears in his eyes. “But as long a1
live, I shall never forgive him for abdicating for his son. He had m
shadow of right to do so. Is there a body of law in the world which
allows the rights of a minor to be abandoned? And what's to be sil
when those rights are the most sacred and august on earth? Funcy
destroying a three-hundred-year-old dynasty, and the stupendous work

of Peter the Great, Catherine II and Alexander I. What a tragedy!
What a disaster!”

With Nicholas and Alexis both removed, Michael now wis Tar.
There was an old Russian legend that when Tsar Michael II sat 08
the throne, Russia would win her eternal goal, Constantinople. There
had been no tsar named Michael since the founder of the w&!ﬂ
dynasty; Nicholas’s younger brother, therefore, would be Ea_._l_m.
There were other propitious omens. Britain and France, ﬂ___n_.i
ways before had blocked Russia’s advance to the south, now ﬂ»“[
allies, and had promised Constantinople as a prize of victory- M
took the throne and the Allies won the war, the ancient legend might
at last be fulfilled.

As it happened, the reign of the new Tsar Michael was ___&nmi- I.w
brief. The news burst upon him at Gatchina in a telegram i
older brother: “To His Majesty the Emperor Michael: woonu_.. S
have forced me to decide irrevocably to take this extreme step. ﬁ“
me if it grieves you and also for no warning—there Was 7 »
Shall always remain a faithful and devoted brother. Now retieg
Headquarters where hope to come back shortly to .-.!WR
Fervently pray God to help you and our country. Nicky." bro

Michael, now thirty-nine, was wholly =nm=.ov»._.& for this for 58
transformation. Before the birth of the Tsarevich, he _.&Eul. be
years been Heir to the Throne. During Alexis's periods on__& P
had faced the possibility of becoming Heir again. But he removed
dreamed that both his brother and his nephew would _ﬂoat b
ES:_Enno:m_% and that, with the arrival of a telegram, he e
denly find himself Tsar. Michael was no coward; he had ¥%%
St. George Cross commanding troops in the Carpathians. Nor
P or.ﬂn»:% insensitive: watching the disintegration of the coald 8
earlier that winter, he had come to Rodzianko to see what he .

to help. But he was isi ith extraordinary Bnu_n
and will power not a bold, decisive man wi i_aaw

and it was a man of this character who W35 '
Zne.an.ar&g. taking leave of his wife, now beside herself with &
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citement ot the prospect of becoming the consort of an emperor,
Micheel traveled from Gatchina into Petrograd to make his historic
decision,

In Petrograd, the anti-monarchical tide was running strong. Even as
Guchkov and Shulgin were in Pskov obtaining Nicholas’s abdication,
the Soviet had decided that replacing one tsar with another was not
e0gh. “No more Romanovs! We want a Republic!” became their
ery. Guchkov and Shulgin, returning to Petrograd with the document
e.q abdication, were invited to address the railway workers at the sta-
uB.. Shulgin, v&n&hm it would please them to hear of Nicholas’s
.Eﬁmop fervently shouted, “Long live the Emperor Michael!” To
s horror, the workers were outraged. Closing the doors, they at-
¥mpted 0 seize both Guchkov and Shulgin, who barely managed to
sip Way to a waiting automobile. From the station, the two delegates
drove straight to 4 private house where the new government was
fieeting, Rodzianko was present, and in an armchair at the head of
””nza. Waiting to hear the advice of the men who would become

ministers if hie accepted the throne, sat Michael.

The debate that followed was waged with passionate intensity.
Miiskor, Guchkov and Shulgin pleaded that Michael had no right to
ade the n_._.wun. They argued that the monarchy was the single uni-
Wﬂm force in Russia, without which Russia would be destroyed.

¢qual force and conviction on the other side, Rodzianko and
_hnn_w_é threatened that if a new tsar took the throne against the
POPIc’s will, 2 new torrent of revolution would be released. The first
ﬁ&é predicted, would be Michael himself. “He asked me

lank whether | could vouch for his life if he accepted the

’

own ” .
o, R 0 wrote later, “and 1 was compelled to answer in the
wxn..:”u_vonm:mn there was no armed force I could rely on.”

fury grw.r was even more vehement than Rodzianko. Knowing the

be declar J.v_.on_uannou wm a new tsar would rouse in the Soviet,

ey _s.&.. In any case, 1 cannot answer for the life of Your High-

ity ichael asked for a few minutes to think the matter over and
Toom

Mt with Rodzianko and Prince Lvov. Five minutes later,
e Med and announced, “I have decided to abdicate.” He added
_.8 woul,

annoa?nvam:o:n_»nnnoi%mmbiﬁmsmomov%»
Bnaﬁnasazw.
men” ky was overjoyed. “Monseigneur, you are the noblest of
the be shouted. The second deed of abdication was written out on
:E.”_r of a children’s schoolroom in the house next door, and
oy signed jt.

Three hundreq and four years after a shy sixteen-year-old boy had
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reluctantly accepted the throne at the plea of the Russian nation,
descendant, also named Michael, had given it back. The Romas
dynasty was swept away. .
Although it was the defection of his trusted generals which &
timately swung his decision to abdication, zm\o‘_.p.o_mmbo&msi
the throne without saying goodbye to the army. In Pskov, immediet]
after signing the abdication, Nicholas applied for permission to 5% |
to Headquarters. The Provisional Government agreed without b |
tation. Nicholas was not hostile but submissive; at Headqoar
Alexeiev was with them; at all the battlefronts, the command®y
generals had united to urge the abication. The likelihood st N¢¥
las would suddenly change his mind, revoke his abdication, mly
troops and march on the capital simply did not exist. s
As the train approached Mogilev, Alexeicv sent Basily 39“—. |
Tsar. “He was absolutely calm, but it shocked me to ¢ him Wit ! |
haggard look and hollow eyes,” Basily wrote of his formet BM“
“ .. I took the liberty of saying that we at the Stavka ﬂ%a 4
distressed because he had not transferred his crown t0 e 'Afw
He answered quietly: ‘I cannot be separated from my .B.b__ s
minutes later dinner was served. It was a melancholy A Eape® N
felt our hearts bursting; we couldn’t eat of drink. Yer the doe
retained wonderful self-control and asked me several h_nnnatl.l ,
the men who form the Provisional Government; bu he ¥ (oo
a rather low collar and I could see that he was continually ,
down his emotion.” e |
In Mogilev, Alexeiev met the train at the station E&&dﬁ nu"I, ,
Tsar in an open car back to the governor's house. mﬁunm srewell © e
desk, Nicholas drafted as an Order of the Day bis
army: I
“My dearly beloved troops,” he wrote, “I n&&&ﬁomnmsmﬁ&“um

Hn.E.B..‘E_

time. Since my abdication, for myself and my son f
Russia, the power has passed to the Provisional Gov mh_a«.\ !
has arisen on the initiative of the Imperial Duma. - - * .t _
selves to the Provisional Government, obey your Congee™
May the Lord God bless you and may the Holy Marty s
St. George lead you to victory.” Sadly, the message poe
the troops. Forwarded for approval to Petrograd, If e s0 loy
by the same Provisional Government which Nicholss a-mn_a Ta® |
m.uonogg&nm. The Soviet, sitting under the same roof of of 0r#
alace, had let it be known that it did not favor the isuanc®
of the Day by deposed monarchs. |
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During these last five days in Mogilev, Nicholas exhibited the same
steady restraint and self-control which he had been taught since boy-
hood. At a ceremonial farewell arranged by Alexeiev, the B&b.r»: of
the house was packed with officers of the Headquarters staff. Nicholas,
wppearing at the front of the crowded room, quietly thanked the
officers for their loyalty, begged them to forget all feuds and _nma.arn
amy and Russia to victory. His modesty made a vivid impression;
when he had finished, the room burst into loud cheers and most of
?.wgn wept openly. But none spoke up to urge him to change
bis mind, and Nicholas quietly bowed and left.

Alone in his room, he said goodbye to the foreign military observers.
General Hanbury-Williams found Nicholas in a khaki uniform, looking
tred and pale, with large black lines under his eyes. He smiled and got
% from his desk to join his guest on the sofa. “He said that he had
Teant to carry out . . . [reforms],” wrote Hanbury-Williams, “but
that matters had advanced so quickly and it was too late. The proposal
tat the Tuarevich should take his place with a regent he could not
fccept as he could not bear the separation from his only son, and he
koew that the Empress would feel the same. He . . . hoped that he
g 1ot have to leave Russia. He did not see that there would be
#y objection to his going to the Crimea . . . and if not, he would
ragl 80 1o England than anywhere. . . . He . . . added that the
Mﬁnw to do was to support the present Government, as that was
He f, way to keep Russia in the alliance to conclude the war. . . .
by Jeared the revolution would ruin the armies. . . . As I said ‘Good-
b he tummed o me and added: “Remember, nothing matters

QSN mﬂnﬂm—.—v«.o ”

The change in his searus was tactfully concealed by the continuing
”_ﬂ»_“ courtesy with which he was treated. It appeared, no<nﬂrm_.am$
o ttle matters of procedure and ceremony which are n_.wo Sm:.v_n
?v”:%u of power. On the morning following his last meeting with
the v_,os.w.s same officers assembled to take the oath of allegiance to
his so; onal Government. While Nicholas sat alone in his room,
?ﬁn.ﬁ. the staff and the troops of his escort lined up outside the
pra and pronounced the new oath in an audible chorus. In the
- ﬁw that followed, for the first time in hundreds of years the names
M ._3.?2. and the Imperial family were omitted. The town of
S“m._. greeted the abdication with noisy celebrations. At night, the
Hzﬂ.ﬁu illuminated and excited crowds stayed -up shouting in the
lass 5:.“.05 the windows of the local city hall, just opposite Nicho-

oW, two large red flags were draped. One by one, as the days

g - 2
od along, the officers of the suite began removing the Tsar’s
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initials from their epaulets and cutting away the golden shoulder koo
which marked them as aides-de-camp. Nicholas reacted m.li-! ]
this melancholy sight: on March z1, Alexeiev Enmﬂ_.__&_.i
“The deposed Emperor understands and has given permission o &
move initials and shoulder knots immediately.” :

On the second day of Nicholas's stay at Headquarters, E.BJ
the Dowager Empress, arrived from her home in Kiev. “The news
Nicky's abdication came like a thunderbolt,” wrote the Tsrs n.u
Grand Duchess Olga Alexandrovna, who was with her mother !nr
“We were stunned. My mother was in a terrible state. She kegt
me it was the greatest humiliation of her life. . . . She crus.“n
Alicky for . . . everything.” In Mogilev, the Uoi.-mna mﬁ“ﬂ Nachels
was brought to the Imperial platform and a few minutes

drove up in his automobile. He said good Ecnam:mmawmr n_.m“.”an P

standing at the entrance to Marie’s car and went o
mother and son were alone. Then Grand Duke Alexander, who
accompanied Marie, entered the car. He found the Uoww!wh Enpr®

collapsed in a chair, sobbing aloud, while Nicholas
uietly and staring at his feet. 1% s
: F env\nrnun n_»vﬁ.mgumo remained in Mogilev, living sboard ﬂ ooy
She and Nicholas spent most of their time together, ¢ o v
drives in the afternoon and dining together every evening. prlist
son who comforted the mother. Marie, always N-WUH_QH& ey
decisive and totally in control of her emotions, 1 v sshacd
bearing which was her emblem; for once she was f Joctured @
and miserable. It was Nicholas, the son she had -_ta.--h coursge
behavior, who carefully steered his mother back to
self-control. 3 : p—
While at Mogilev, Nicholas had only the scantiest rese o 008 P
with his family at Tsarskoe Selo. Anxious to return .”L Govers™
possible, he applied for permission to the Provisio o _-‘,u-u
which again had no objections. In Petrograd, ro,.r.neoumon_ e
the Imperial family had deteriorated. Rumors Gircali(c Bo, " sy
city that Nicholas had returned to Headquarters 1 «i%%..n
against the revolution or to “let the Germans . N + w.-%_l-l_
filled with garish accounts of the sexual relationship | ..ﬂill..g.
the Empress, along with storics detiling the EmPIes® = o, o
March 20, therefore, primarily to assure their own ni.nﬂ o
visional Government resolved “to deprive the d . grrened *
his consort of their liberty.” The Empress was 0 Y
Tsarskoe Selo on March 21. That same day, Nicholss

|
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#ed it Mogilev and then, escorted by four commissioners sent by
& Government, brought back to his family at Tsarskoe Selo.
On March 21, the Tsar, _Eosmpm that he was to become a vmmonn_..g
* Jach alone with his mother. At three p-m., the express from
Feugrad arrived, bearing the government envoys. At a quarter to
.al.e.krw&o:. accompanied by Alexeiev, arrived to claim the
. Nicholas stood up and tenderly kissed his mother goodbye.
'A__a...s guess the future; both hoped that they would soon be
v &,ﬁ in the Crimea or in England. Nevertheless, Marie
l“ﬂ“ﬂ”&aw» an&wm left her car, walked across the platform
ey Wing-room car of his own train, which stood on
el SM.E_Q blew, Hra.na was a lurch and the Tsar's
ve. Nicholas, standing at the window, smiled and

%l b hand; Marie, st ; .
¥ mioue B i_._an_nma: In tears, made the sign of the cross. A

his train was onl
S only a blur of smoke on the
b Fﬁ her car tolled out of the station headed southwest
o could know it at the time, but the proud Empress and
pe o”“ Were never to meet again,
g Al a €, as the Tsar’s train was
Enanc Enw&@ﬁm:o_.m staff had stood

o oy % o tmer sovereign departed. As

£ : ;
r?ﬁs__& by cE nnro. same train, bearing the Tepresentatives of
1 Adlexeley took off hig cap and made g deep bow




