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YOUR NEIGHBORS

By JOANNE STUART

¥ formal trabning was

in educatinn be:

attending Lesley Cal-

lepein Cambridee,

Mass. in pursuit of
my master's of education degree, 1
aughi at the Buckingham, Browne
and Michols School.

My master's completed, Twent on
o beach and bve inthe dorms ot a
iy and boarding schoal, the Fay
school, in Smethborough, Mass,, for
Lhe et e years.

When 1 turned 30, 1 decided to try
ey hard ad business, left teaching
ard began & career in training and
development at a database-
marketing firm in Burlington, Mass,
My career deew me into other
pepects of humnan resources and 1
venbeally landed in Maise working
forr 11 years a5 human resources
dirisctor of a crude-oil pipeline com-
pany basod in South Porthaned,

T vrgiriad 17 19597, and so0n Iy kiiis-
band and | settlel on Long Ekand in
Caseo Bay. My husband is a lobster-
min, scallop drapoer and marine
consulant. I comumute towork daikby
on thie ferry as oy hushand sets oot
bo fish,

Ery 2000, T el T haed meet my goal in
e business arena. My search for my
nesd professional led ma
hack to my beginnings and my bove of
Leaching

I believed my years in human
resotrers woulkd guide mie m develop-
ing student expectations, even at an
earhy age, that would later prove o be
in line: with Lhe sofa
quality work foree. 1 would hald the
bar high enctigh (o stretch each she
dent acoording te his or her unigue
ahilities and learning sbyle, buk not 3o
Nigt ois b miss the pleasure of small
scoesses abong the way,

I had come 1o realtse my passion
rested in the eyes of a young leamer,
We must instill a dedication to life-
o learning in all of our phudents.
leachers start by dervonstrating a
daily thirst for knowledge, welcoming
uir pode and rediscovering the joy ol
nyy the tellest and oldest leermer in
hie clasaroam

After comipleting the certification
rocess, | was forfunate to find my
irst job back kn the elassroom in oy
ram back yard. A maternity ewas alk
b Long Island Schood created an
ipportunity for me to teach seven
:niergetic K-2 students for the 2000-00
wchool vear, It was great to nurture
inel b nurtured at the same Hime as 1
iruggled to get my feet wet again,
Amiong nmy many pleasures at the
Lomig 1sland School that vear was
haring the jov of children learning to
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roesd, and then devourmng book upon
baok and adapting “The Great Kapak
Tree™ by Lynne C into.a class-
room play. The experience ak the
Lang I=land School taught me the
value of collaboration and eoopers-
tion among students and teachers,
Twas hired al Wenbworth early in
the summer of 2000 T was immed-
ately overwhelmed by the size of the
sehool (o than 800 students) and
the need to ramp-up quickly in onder
o meet the district goals for the
thied-grade curdeulum while aligning
with the Maine State Learning

L fnamadation of my planning for the
upciming year, 1 participate in pro-
fessional workshops
thrau i the schonl year and com-
P a mini-grant project with two
other teachers titled “From Wings to
Whispers,™ an integeated curricubom
shudy of the Scarborough Marsh,
Projects my first year included the
ereation of a 24-by-12-foot mural of
the Big Friendly Giant and Sophie
from *Thie BFG™ by Roald Dahl,

which wis displayed at Oak Hill Han-
nabord Bros Stedents also expert-
enced Cobonkal tires when our class-
rom was transhormsed for a day into
a schoolroany of that era.

This wear, s part of our study of
cyches, we have planted a garden of
spring bulbs, sent monarch butterfly
representations on & migratory jour-
nay bo Mexics and are partnering
with my hushand, Captam Stuart, to
kearn aboul lobster migration amnd
fishing cycles. ;

Students this year will complete a
mnil as part of the Adopt-a-Boat pro-
gram, which was organized by fisher-
mien, the MIT Sea Grant College Pro-
pram, and associated organizations
o use cemmercial fshing vessels to
teach shudents about the complex-
ties of marine life, marine ecology
and the male of the commercial fish-
g indisstry in coastal communities,
Wiz have requiested the use of an
unclerwaster remotely operated viehi-
cle o filrm the: habitat and behavior of
lobsters as well as document the
hauling af traps

Thraugh independent reseancy,
clazsroom and boeat visits, videos, and
art, we will study the effects of
weather and seasons on cateh, the
economi=s and history of fishing, the
ﬁ i imporianee I:lfhutl.'tﬂ elertan auned

ping o loghook, and the: construe-
thon mnd operation of & seaworthy
vegaa],

W will fallow lim through his
transition from lobstering to scallop-
ing and re-adj.nrg for lobstering again
in the spring. We will invite guest
speakers on various muarine-relsted

Joanne Sizan’s hoshand, Capt.
John Staart, is partnering with
her elass 1o teach then alsom
lohster migration and fishing

topics into the classroom, and a par-
ent has vohmteered to mamtain our
seraphook. Our culminating aetvity
will bz o field trip lo Long Island in
May.

Ly 0 proad bo be & part of the
Adopd-A-Boal program. [ never
expected to be able towork with my
husharsd on this project, but that cer-
Lainly has been a bomes, This pro-
gram s in its second year and one
lesson learmed from its s vear was
the need for open and clear comim-
nication betwesn the classronm
teacher and the boat captain, That
will be o probéem forus a5 we can
disoess next steps at the dinner Lable
anwd he can bcmnuudl.d of e-maiks
that nesed a respon

[ have a mmimm:nml belief that
sucoessiul teaching i a colkaborative
effort among all parties involved with
the growth and developiment of each
child. Ta mesat the individual learning
needs ol our students, we must rely
o apen communication betwean
home and school and among the pro-
fessional stall, including the class-
room tescher, specialists anid admin-
istratars.

I use the Maine State Leamning
a= guideposts in my planning. [ view
my plans as setting ool on a leaming
Jurmiey. MDY rode i o man the helm
anil ksep thie class on emicse, ascer-
Labndng Lhit each muidepost is
resched.

However, how we get there is
defermined by the class, We may
even veer off course for a time, bt
abways bo make a new investigation. |
beheve il is key to remain flecahle and
allow Lhe students to take shor
excursions of diseovery. This
approach nol only allows us o resch
our goals and bevond, but Lo have fun
abong the way,

My expectation for students (s o
always take pride in tedr work, trest:
ing each elfort as if it were their best
In addition, [ expect everyane to
respect and demenstrate toleranca
for the idess and accomplishments of
others. We celebrate all suceesses in
Uy classromm, even mine.

Lastly, I owe whal sucoesses [ can
clatm in the classroom Lo the support
of the administrators and the gener-
oaity of rry fellow teachers at Went-
worih, especially those who act &s
mentore.



