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I. INTRODUCTION

(U) In June 2003, the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence began a formal review of
U.S. intelligence into the existence of Iraq's weapons of mass destruction (WMD) programs,
Iraq's ties to terrorist groups, Saddam Hussein's threat to stability and security in the region, and
his violations of human rights including the actual use of weapons of mass destruction against his
own people, as a part of the Committee's continuing oversight of the intelligence activities of the
United States.

(U) Committee staff had, for the previous several months, already been examining
aspects of intelligence activities regarding Iraq, including the Intelligence Community's (IC's)
intelligence support to the United Nations Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection Commission
(UNMOVIC) weapons inspections in Iraq and the IC's analysis and collection of reporting
related to the alleged Niger-Iraq uranium deal. On June 20, 2003, however, Senator Pat Roberts,
Chairman, and Senator John D. Rockefeller IV, Vice Chairman, of the Senate Select Committee
on Intelligence released a press statement announcing their joint commitment to continue the
Committee's thorough review of U.S. intelligence. Chairman Roberts and Vice Chairman
Rockefeller said the Committee would examine:

• the quantity and quality of U.S. intelligence on Iraqi weapons of mass destruction
programs, ties to terrorist groups, Saddam Hussein's threat to stability and security in the
region, and his repression of his own people;

• the objectivity, reasonableness, independence, and accuracy of the judgments reached by
the Intelligence Community;

• whether those judgments were properly disseminated to policymakers in the executive
branch and Congress;

• whether any influence was brought to bear on anyone to shape their analysis to support
policy objectives; and

other issues we mutually identify in the course of the Committee's review.
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With the exception of the question of accuracy, all of the foregoing are addressed in this report.

(U) On February 12, 2004, the Committee unanimously agreed to refine the terms of
reference of the Committee's inquiry. In addition to the matters set forth in the joint release of
the Chairman and Vice Chairman on June 20, 2003, the Committee agreed to examine additional
issues in two phases. Issues annotated as phase one have been addressed in this report. Issues
annotated as phase two are currently under review by the Committee. The additional issues are:

• the collection of intelligence on Iraq from the end of the Gulf War to the commencement
of Operation Iraqi Freedom (phase I);

• whether public statements, reports, and testimony regarding Iraq by U.S. Government
officials made between the Gulf War period and the commencement of Operation Iraqi
Freedom were substantiated by intelligence information (phase II);

• the postwar findings about Iraq's weapons of mass destruction and weapons programs
and links to terrorism and how they compare with prewar assessments (phase II);

• prewar intelligence assessments about postwar Iraq (phase II);

• any intelligence activities relating to Iraq conducted by the Policy Counterterrorism
Evaluation Group (PCTEG) and the Office of Special Plans within the Office of the
Under Secretary of Defense for Policy (phase I and II); and

• the use by the Intelligence Community of information provided by the Iraqi National
Congress (INC) (phase I and II).

(U) In early June 2003, the IC provided the Committee with nineteen volumes
(approximately 15,000 pages) of intelligence assessments and source reporting underlying the
IC's assessments of Iraq's WMD programs, ties to terrorist groups, threat to stability and security
in the region, and repression of its own people. Committee staff began immediately to read and
analyze every report provided to determine how intelligence analysts reached their conclusions
and whether any assessments were not supported by the intelligence provided to the Committee.
In late August and early September 2003, Committee staff requested additional intelligence to
support IC assessments which Committee staff had judged were not supported by the intelligence
that had been previously provided.
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(U) The Committee began to receive this additional supporting intelligence in October
2003. In late October 2003, Committee staff requested that the IC provide any intelligence,
which had not already been provided, that contradicted the IC's analyses regarding Iraq. For
example, Committee staff requested intelligence that showed Iraq had not reconstituted its
nuclear program, had not renewed production of chemical agents, and had abandoned an
offensive biological weapons program. In early November 2003, the IC wrote to the Committee
that it was working to provide the contradictory intelligence requested by Committee staff. In the
same letter, the IC said it had uncovered an additional six volumes of intelligence material that
supported the IC's assessments on Iraq's WMD programs. These materials were also reviewed
by Committee staff. The IC provided the contradictory intelligence information in late
November. During the twelve months of the Committee's review, Committee staff submitted
almost 100 requests for supplemental intelligence information, received over 30,000 pages of
documents in response to those requests, and reviewed and analyzed each document provided.
The Committee's request to review Presidential Daily Briefs (PDBs) relevant only to Iraq's
weapons of mass destruction capabilities and links to terrorists was denied by the White House.
Without examining these documents, the Committee is unable to determine fully whether
Intelligence Community judgments were properly disseminated to policymakers in the executive
branch, one of the tasks outlined for review.

(U) Committee staff interviewed more than 200 individuals including intelligence
analysts and senior officials with the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), Defense Intelligence
Agency, Department of Defense, Department of Energy, Department of State, National Ground
Intelligence Center, the Air Force, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Staff also
interviewed former intelligence analysts, National Intelligence Officers, operations officers,
collection managers, signals intelligence collectors, imagery analysts, nuclear experts with the
International Atomic Energy Agency, Ambassadors, former United Nations inspectors,
Department of Defense weapons experts, State Department officials, and National Security
Council staff members.

(U) The Committee held four preliminary hearings on aspects of U.S. intelligence on
Iraq: the Iraq-Niger connection, the CIA and State Department Inspectors General report on the
review of the Iraq-Niger issue, the history and continuity of weapons of mass destruction
assessments pertaining to Iraq, and Iraq prewar intelligence.

(U) These efforts have enabled the Committee to develop a full understanding of the
quantity and quality of intelligence reporting on Iraq's WMD programs, Iraq's ties to terrorist
groups, Saddam Hussein's threat to stability and security in the region, and his violations of
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human rights including the actual use of weapons of mass destruction against his own people.
The Committee has also gained an understanding of how intelligence analysts throughout the IC
used that intelligence to develop their assessments on these issues, how those assessments were
disseminated to policymakers, whether those assessments were reasonable, objective,
independent of political consideration, and whether any influence was brought to bear to shape
their analysis to support policy objectives.

A Understanding Intelligence Analysis

(U) Over a period of one year, Committee staff, many of whom are former intelligence
analysts, reviewed over a decade of Intelligence Community (IC) assessments and the
intelligence that underlay them. In all cases our staff endeavored, to the greatest extent possible,
to disregard post-war discoveries concerning Iraq until after completing the analysis of the
prewar intelligence material in order to replicate the same analytical environment IC analysts
experienced prior to the war. The Committee's review surfaced strengths and weaknesses
throughout the intelligence process. These are identified in the Report's findings and
conclusions.

(U) Intelligence analysis is not a perfect science and we should not expect perfection from
our IC analysts. It is entirely possible for an analyst to perform meticulous and skillful analysis
and be completely wrong. Likewise, it is also possible to perform careless and unskilled analysis
and be completely right. While intelligence collection is not an analytical function, it is the
foundation upon which all good analysis is built. Problems with collection priorities and
management will be discussed in detail throughout the report.

(U) The Committee, therefore, believes that it is important to understand the role of
analysts and how they learn and apply their craft. With that background, the Committee hopes
the reader can fully appreciate the content of this report.

1. Developing Professional Intelligence Analysts

(U) In order to give context to the Committee's review of the Intelligence Community's
(IC) prewar analyses, Committee staff spoke with senior CIA officers at the Sherman Kent
School for Intelligence Analysis at the CIA. The CIA relies on the Kent School to teach new
analysts the trade craft of analysis. Committee staff members also drew on their own experiences
working in the IC's analytic community.
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(U) Kent School officials provided a briefing, slides, and a copy of the school's brochure
to explain the school's approach and how analytic trade craft is presented to new CIA analysts.
The training also address how the Directorate of Intelligence (DI) views the analytic process and
the DP s structure.

(U) The CIA's Directorate of Intelligence requires its new analysts to complete a training
program called the Career Analyst Program, or CAP. The CAP includes eleven weeks of
classroom instruction and a five week interim assignment. The participants receive two weeks of
training on analysis, three weeks on DI writing and one week each on briefing, teamwork, and
the business of intelligence. (These are the core analytic trade craft areas.) The CAP also
devotes time to task-force exercises and visits to U.S. military commands and other agencies to
help the students develop a broader perspective on the role of intelligence analysis in
policymaking. For the interim assignment, analysts consult with their "home offices" to choose
an assignment that is relevant to the account they will cover as a DI analyst. They can work in
other intelligence agencies, a policy office or in a law enforcement agency for their interim
assignment.

(U) According to the school's brochure, "The CAP emphasizes the Directorate's goal: to
produce analysis that is rigorous, well-reasoned, and appropriately caveated. The analytic
thinking courses' focus on questioning key assumptions and considering possible explanations
and outcomes. Analysts learn to be aware of psychological, cultural, and informational factors
that affect their analytic judgments." Kent School officials stated that this training involves a
very hands-on approach and many small exercises that help the analysts learn by doing.
Instructors give the students a number of short classroom assignments, many of which are done
in groups. Students receive extensive feedback from the instructors.

(U) The same is true for the development of the analysts' writing skills. The long
brochure states, "DI writing style emphasizes the bottom line up front, precise and concise
language, and a clear articulation of our judgments and our confidence in them." The analysts
practice writing each of the types of products that the DI produces including situation reports and
short and long papers. They also participate in a final four-day course on writing for the
President and senior policymakers. The Kent School officials stated that many of these
assignments use case studies, such as the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the
bombing of Khobar Towers, the break-up of Yugoslavia and the September 11 attacks.
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(U) Kent School officials outlined the key analytic goals as:

• providing timely, credible, and relevant intelligence analysis for the consumer;
warning and identifying opportunities;

• maintaining analytic integrity and objectivity; and
• using all source intelligence.

They also described the analytic process as 1) dealing with facts and assertions, 2) testing
assumptions and logic, 3) developing findings, 4) interpreting information, 5) developing
scenarios (to include both high probability/low impact and low probability/high impact), 6)
determining indicators, and 7) discussing options to determine opportunities, identifying
vulnerabilities and revealing potential outcomes.

(U) By using case studies and providing the CAP participants with the intelligence cables
used by analysts to build their assessments, the instructors are able to help the new analysts
develop their ability to weigh information and become accustomed to the format of the reporting
and source descriptions. They also learn to task collectors, structure data for presentations, and
recognize indicators of activities. They also learn to recognize the strengths and weaknesses of
the various "INTs" - human intelligence (HUMINT), signals intelligence (SIGINT), imagery
intelligence (IMINT), and measurement and signature intelligence (MASINT).

(U) The Kent School also incorporates a module which alerts new analysts to the pitfalls
of assumptions and biases in their own analysis and in the work of others. Recognizing one's
own bias is extremely difficult, however. Therefore, it is critical to develop a workforce of
analysts that are comfortable questioning each other. While it is stressed in the initial training
provided by the CAP, it appears to be the lesson that analysts neglect first.

(U) In her February 11, 2004 address to the Directorate of Intelligence, the Deputy
Director for Intelligence (DDI) stated:

I want to focus on the danger of inherited assumptions. That may be the single
most important aspect of our trade craft that needs to be examined. That is
something I speak about to every new CAP class: How do we ensure that we are
not passing along assumptions that haven't been sufficiently questioned or
examined?
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2. An Analyst's Daily Taskings

(U) In terms of day-to-day work, intelligence analysts review raw reporting, draft
assessments, and disseminate those assessments to policy makers. Each written assessment may
be drafted by one or several analysts who have reviewed raw reporting over a period of time.
Intelligence collected by the CIA, Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), National Security Agency
(NSA), National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) and in some cases, State Department
diplomatic reporting, is reviewed daily by intelligence analysts using computer software that
searches the various agencies' databases and produces a daily electronic read file for each analyst
that is specific to their area of responsibility. In many instances, analysts from regional and
functional offices, which cover issues that span across regions, such as terrorism, drug
trafficking, and humanitarian issues, will read the same material and draw conclusions relative to
their interests and responsibilities.

(U) Each IC agency that has an all-source analysis capability or responsibility will have
one or more analysts reviewing intelligence reporting on the same issues. In an ideal situation,
these analysts will be in regular contact over secure communications to discuss new information,
to share ideas and to brainstorm about how the information can be presented to policymakers to
best satisfy their requirements, however, this exchange does not always occur. The analysts are
responsible for sifting through large amounts of information and drawing connections or reaching
conclusions about the implications of the information at their disposal. Depending on the
product, the analysis may be coordinated with other IC members, but in many instances, each
agency produces its own finished products which are subject to review and editing by its own
internal management.

3. The Finished Product

(U) Analysts create their products for intelligence consumers, including policy makers
and warfighters, to name two of many. While DIA products are generally intended for the
Secretary of Defense, CIA products for the White House, and the State Department's Bureau
Intelligence & Research products for the Secretary of State, most products are available to policy
makers at each of these agencies regardless of the author's organization. The vast majority of
intelligence products are available to the Congress as well.

(U) It is important to note that in many cases the manager responsible for approving the
final product may not, and often does not, review the raw intelligence upon which the assessment
is based. Kent School officials who have worked as branch chiefs or division managers stated,
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however, that products are reviewed more carefully when the drafter is a relatively new analyst.
When the drafter is a more senior, well-established analyst, the product will often be edited, but
not substantively reviewed before it goes up the chain to the policymaker. If the intelligence
product was not coordinated with other intelligence agencies, it is entirely possible that one
analyst's views may be presented to high-level officials including the President of the United
States without having been reviewed by other analysts with the same depth of knowledge. This
is a dynamic we found on a number of occasions in the course of this review.

B. Weapons of Mass Destruction Capabilities

(U) The Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) related sections of the report recount the
Committee's efforts to evaluate the quantity and quality of the intelligence underlying prewar
assessments. Each section contains its own set of conclusions. There is also a separate section
on the issue of objectivity which addresses whether analysts were pressured to reach specific
conclusions to support a particular policy objective. This report does not address the question of
accuracy regarding WMD. When the Iraq Survey Group (ISG) completes its work in Iraq, we
will then be able to evaluate to the maximum extent possible the accuracy of the IC's judgments
prior to the war.

(U) The Committee focused its evaluation of the Intelligence Community's WMD
analysis primarily on the October 2002 National Intelligence Estimate (NIE): Iraq's Continuing
Programs for Weapons of Mass Destruction. This document was selected for several reasons:

• First, according to the National Intelligence Council (NIC) and the Director of Central
Intelligence (DCI), National Intelligence Estimates (NIE) are the IC's most authoritative
written judgments concerning national security issues. The process by which the IC
produces NIEs - including the one on Iraqi WMD - has been honed over nearly 30 years.
According to the Central Intelligence Agency's (CIA) webpage, it is designed to provide
policymakers in both the executive and legislative branches with the "best, unvarnished,
and unbiased information - regardless of whether analytic judgments conform to U.S.
policy."

• Second, the 2002 NIE addressed all of Iraq's WMD programs and was a coordinated
community judgment in which all agency views were represented and dissenting opinions
were noted.
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• Third, the 2002 NIE was comprehensive, encompassing more than ten years of source
reporting and analysis. The intelligence documentation provided to the Committee to
support the assessments in the 2002 NIE also included the documents which were the
basis for the previous decade of analytical products on Iraq's WMD programs.

• Fourth, the 2002 NIE presented some new IC assessments, some of which shifted in
significant ways from previous judgments regarding Iraq's WMD programs.

• Finally, the 2002 NIE was requested by Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (SSCI)
Members so that policymakers could benefit from the IC's coordinated judgment on
Iraq's WMD programs while they debated authorizing military action against Iraq.

(U) Since June 2003, Committee staff has worked through a decade of intelligence
assessments on Iraqi WMD programs and the intelligence source reporting used by IC analysts to
make those assessments - over 20,000 pages of documents. Committee staff interviewed over
160 people, including intelligence analysts from every agency involved in preparing WMD
assessments on Iraq, ambassadors, operations officers, collection managers, nuclear experts with
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), former United Nations (UN) inspectors,
Department of Defense (DoD) weapons experts, State Department officials, and National
Security Council (NSC) staff members.

(U) These efforts have enabled Committee staff to develop a full understanding of the
body of intelligence on Iraq's WMD capabilities and an understanding of how intelligence
analysts throughout the IC used that body of intelligence reporting to develop their assessments,
particularly those in the 2002 NIE on Iraq's Continuing Programs for Weapons of Mass
Destruction.

1. What is an NIE?

(U) A National Intelligence Estimate is the IC's most authoritative written judgment
concerning a specific national security issue. The Estimates are intended to provide
policymakers in both the executive and legislative branches with the best, unvarnished, and
unbiased information - regardless of whether analytic judgments conform to any particular policy
objective.

(U) A 2003 NIC paper on the NIE process stated that an NIE is ". . . the most
authoritative written means by which the Director of Central Intelligence conveys to the
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