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Project Objective: 
Provide better communication and thus integration of the community around Canuanã School (school residents, settlements and village) through a                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    community radio.
Project plan:

The Canuanã region lacks the means of communications. Telephone systems, including public phones, are rare. There are no local radios, the nearest radio station is at least 200 km far away and the transmission quality is poor. To top it off, the population is spread throughout the territory; settlements are far from each other, which make community integration a difficult task. It’s hard to call people for community meetings, to let parents know about their children in school, etc.
The idea to set up a community radio came from the virtual radio at the Canuanã School. A community radio would provide better communication                                                                          than the current system and thus better integrate to the Canuanã communities, as well as disseminate the local culture and maybe increase local commerce. Other ideas came up, for example amateur radio, but the price of the equipment and complexity of operation made this idea unreliable.

Since last year, some obstacles to the community radio idea were overcome: Now most of the houses visited have simple FM/AM radio reception equipment. Our research on community radio and communication laws shows that the Brazilian Communications Department (Ministério das Comunicações - MC) encourages the creation of community radios, but it seems that they are not very cooperative. The communication laws are quite strict; there are 7,000 community radio projects on queue and they are only able to analyze up to 1,500 projects per year. That means 4 years of wait. Therefore, this project needs a careful long-term planning.
These difficulties make it hard for the foundation to support the project as a site and equipment provider. It is possible that the students act as collaborators and links between the community and USP/MIT. This way, the community radio might be more reliable. Some potential obstacles are the lack of site, equipment and man power to run the radio. Therefore, it’s necessary to give the students an idea about the necessity of a community radio along with other projects that aim to unite the community. Equipment is not the main problem since it’s possible to get donations from the Federal Police (Polícia Federal – PF). However, it will be possible only after (and if!)  the radio is legalized and approved by the government.
Schedule:

· Short term – research about community radios and study possibilities and needs of the population for a radio
· Mid term - identify potential collaborators, provide documentation 
· Long term - get equipment, set up programs, put the radio to work
Contact Information for people involved:

GSR (Wanderley, Luís Fernando, Rômulo), Poli (Rodrigo), MIT (Julia).
Data collecting:

Research on Brazilian laws for community radios. Talk with students and teachers about the school’s virtual radio.

Resources needed:

Radio equipment, MC’s docs about community radios (manual and booklet – couldn’t download because the server blocks .pdf’s).
Obstacles to project:

General – strict communication laws in Brasil, expensive equipment

Specific – lack of interest, possible foundation resistance to take in the project, lack of audio broadcasting material.
