Project report: 
Digital collection and storage of culture using Wikipedia

Objective


The region surrounding the Bradesco Foundation school in Tocantins possesses a wealth of undocumented information, especially of cultural interest.  In order to preserve and present this information in an easily accessible way, the students will write articles for Wikipedia, the live online encyclopedia. 
Project Plan


The first step in implementing this project is to teach the students how to use Wikipedia.  There is a tutorial available on the Wikipedia help page but it is lengthy and beyond the scope of this project at times.  Thus we have created a pared down tutorial that includes the fundamentals such as uploading files, formatting, and linking needed to create a standard Wikipedia article.  Four students currently know how to code the articles, and can spread the knowledge to the other students.  There was widespread interest among the students in writing articles.

The second step was to identify what topics the students were interested in writing about.  There was a lot of focus on the native village located down the river from the school.  The students identified the following points of interest: Dance, music, paintings, rituals, the native language and Inỹ language, typical foods, mapping the village, recording of oral histories that have been passed on for generations but never documented, and detailing the daily life of a villager.  Also of interest were the history, impact, and benefits of the CID created in the village by the previous year’s D-lab team.  This is just a starting point for the students, they were also interested in writing about the Canuanã region’s plants, animals, and about the regions they live in.
The student’s roles

Before the Wikipedia project was introduced, the students were an untapped pool of information regarding the local region.  Now that the students have a way to spread their knowledge, another step in writing good articles is for the students to determine what further information they need and how to obtain it.  These site-specific tasks may be gathered by observing events in the village, interviewing sources, taking photographs, or recording audio and video. 

Benefits


The reason for using Wikipedia is that it is a free uncomplicated way to present the culture and facts about the region for people across the world to see.  It is easy to use, everyone can contribute to it, and it is a highly respected website known for content accuracy.

Another benefit of using Wikipedia is that continuation of this project does not require resources the students do not have access too.  Once the students learn the technical aspect of Wikipedia, they will not need any help from USP or MIT students, and they can continue to write articles based on their interests.

Obstacles


Although there seemed to be widespread interest among the students in writing Wikipedia articles, one concern is if they will maintain this enthusiasm.  Another potential problem is that depending on the source, there may be conflicting information about the historical information.
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