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Battery collection program

Objective

The battery collection program is a step towards basic sanitation in the rural settlements around Canaunã.  Many people in the settlements lack basic sanitation systems, including waste disposal.  Changes in lifestyle have led to more inorganic waste, which, like organic wastes, are littered around the houses and land rather than collected in one place.  Some households burn the piles when they get big.  The process is indiscriminate of the materials that make up the waste, so even toxic materials like batteries are burnt.

Data

With the D-Lab students from MIT and USP, the GSR took surveys (included) in the settlements to learn more about who used batteries, how many, what kind, and how they disposed of them.  Respondents used between four and fifteen batteries per month.  Only some reported that their use had decreased with the increasing availability of electric power.
While collecting data, the team also brought an information card that described in images how batteries could affect human health, and collected batteries already on the grounds.  The educational component was really important, and especially in the village Canuanã, critical to getting people’s interest in participation.  We also wrote a little skit to be presented at the rural fair that the school supports.
Resources & Obstacles
The project was suggested by the school doctor and some of the students in the GSR.  It will become part of their regular initiatives, so few resources are needed beyond printing materials.
The main obstacle is getting from education to action.  If the battery collection program is well received, though, Doctor Cicero recommends doing glass, as well, which causes many injuries and infections.

Sustainability

Collection will be maintained by the GSR students.  They regularly visit the indigenous village and settlement families for their technical and educational projects.  A collection box has also been added at the Centro de Inclusão Digital in the village.  Once collected, the batteries are stored in a big drum at the school.  When full it will be brought to the nearest city, Formoso do Araguaia, for safe disposal.
Site-specificity

The issue of unsafe waste disposal, including batteries, is world-wide.  One specific advantage to this area is the involvement of the students in the GSR, who are committed to social and environmental action around their school.
