
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"… an indispensable window to how choices by officials 
with green eyeshades mold policy options."—Richard K. 
Betts, Director, Saltzman Institute of War and Peace 
Studies, Columbia University 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Buying National Security 
 

Buying National Security provides a roadmap for readers on how national security 
budgets come together, de-mystifying the institutions, organizations, processes and 
politics that support planning and resource allocation.  The tools of American 
statecraft −defense, diplomacy and public diplomacy, foreign assistance, 
intelligence, and homeland security− are rarely considered together. Buying 
National Security uniquely examines how America plans and pays for its global role 
and safety at home.  This book is published by Routledge Press, a division of the 
Taylor and Francis Group, and is available through the publisher or amazon.com. 

"… a treasure trove of information on a vitally important 
and almost always difficult and confusing subject."—Tom 
Pickering, Vice-Chairman of Hills and Company; 
former Under Secretary of State; former Ambassador 
to the United Nations 

 

"… a rare feat…the first major study of how America 
budgets for national security while simultaneously 
substantiating the eternal political truth that money is 
policy."—Marc Grossman, Principal, Cohen Group; 
Former Director General of the Foreign Service 
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Authors 

Gordon Adams is well respected in Washington on 
defense and foreign affairs budgeting.  His most recent 
book, Buying National Security, is co-authored with MIT’s 
Cindy Williams and is the only study of cross-government 
budgeting for national security that has ever been written. 
Dr. Adams is a Distinguished Fellow at The Henry L. 
Stimson Center, a global security think tank, and a 
professor of international affairs at American University. 
Formerly, Dr. Adams served as the senior White House 
official for national security budgeting in the Clinton White
House. 

Gordon Adams 

Cindy Williams 

Cindy Williams is a Principal Research Scientist in the 
Security Studies Program at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. Her current work includes an examination 
of the processes by which the US government plans for 
and allocates resources among the activities and 
programs related to national security and international 
affairs and an examination of the transition to all-v
forces in the militaries of European countries. Previously
Dr. Williams served as the Assistant Director for National 
Security in the Congressional Budget Office. 
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