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T
his

talk
explores

the
tem

poral
and

m
odal

interpretation
of

P
araguayan

G
uaranı́

verbs
that

are
re-

alized
w
ithout

any
(verbal)

tem
poral,

m
ood

or
m
odal

m
arkers.

I
m
otivate

that
these

verbs,
w
hich

I
refer

to
as

unm
arked

verbs,
are

by
default

interpreted
as

(non-future)
realis,

and
that

this
default

interpretation
can

be
overridden

in
certain,

w
ell-defi

ned
contexts.

S
ince

over
70%

of
verbs

in
natu-

ral
discourse

are
unm

arked,
understanding

their
tem

poral
and

m
odal

properties
is

key
to

analyzing
P
araguayan

G
uaranı́

tem
porality

and
m
odality.

I
conclude

by
arguing

that
M

atthew
son’s

(2006)
proposal

that
unm

arked
verbs

in
S
t’át’im

cets
are

interpreted
by

a
phonologically

zero,
non-future

tense
m
orphem

e
cannot

be
extended

to
P
araguayan

G
uaranı́.
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