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Primary goal s: This course is an introductory survey of classic

films. Emphasis falls equally on cultural and on artistic matters:

on films as anthropological and historical artifacts that articulate

the values and assumptions of specific societies and eras and on
films as works of art. The course aims to sharpen students’

analytic skills, to give them a sense of the history and cultural

significance of movies, and to improve their writing.

For mat . Two lectures (Tuesdays 4-5 pm in 1-190 and 7-8 pm in 4-163)
and one recitation section each week (Thursdays 3-4 pm in 2-143 or

4-5 pmin 2-131, 143, 147). A screening of the required film will

follow the Tuesday evening lecture. Video cassettes of all required

films may be borrowed from the Film Office, 14N-428, to help

students prepare for exams and papers.

Witing requirenents: The course satisfies the criteria for

communication intensive subjects in the humanities, arts, and social

sciences. Students are required to write t hree essays, 5-7 double-
spaced typed pages each, devoted to films studied during the term.

Students must write a m ni mum of 20 pages over the course of the term.

All students must revise and resubnmit at |east one of their first two
essays, and they are encouraged but not required to revise both. Only

the grade received on the revised version of the paper will count

toward the final grade in the term. Revisions must be submitted within

one week of the date on which essays are returned.

Lat e papers: Essays submitted within seven days of the due date will be

graded without penalty but will be ineligible for revision and may not

receive written comments from the instructor. Papers will not be
accepted beyond the seven-day grace period.

Paper topi cs: A list of suggested topics will be distributed for each
of the essays. Students may depart from these suggestions, but the
alternative must be approved by their recitation instructor.

O al expression: A central goal of the recitation hour in the course is

to strengthen students’ powers of oral expression. Attendance at

recitations is mandatory. Students will be required to deliver a

brief oral report during the term and to participate actively in class
discussions. Performance in these discussions will have a measurable
influence on the final grade.

Exans: a 30-minute quiz, a one hour test, both given in class; and a
three-hour final, given during the exam period. The quiz will

consist of short identification items. Both tests will include essay
guestions as well as an identification segment. Material covered in
lectures and in the assigned reading will supply most of the
identification questions.



