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W
om

en undergraduates outnum
ber m

en in three of the five schools and 15 of the 22 undergraduate m
ajors.

Am
y M

eadows offers four reasons to go to M
IT

1Because where I grew up, it was

incredibly difficult to be a girl

with m
y academ

ic interests.

There weren’t many women going

to college, not to mention concen-

trating on math and science. I live

in a sorority now, and my lab is

almost all female. It’s been incredi-

bly important to me to have that

support network.

2Because I’ve always had an

interest in problem
 solving.

As a kid, I would always be bringing

home crawdads and insects to inspect. From there I developed an interest in

human illness. Right now, I’m focusing on linguistics and developmental 

psychology —
 the relationship between language and space, and how

you develop a sense of space over time. Eventually I’d like to be a doctor,

working with kids.

3Because instead of spending a week on a beach, we helped

build a welfare-to-work center.The past three years, our project for

Alternative Spring Break was in W
est Virginia. As President and trip

coordinator, I’m responsible for finding the organization that needs our

help, and then managing all the logistics —
 safety, food, housing. 

4Because M
IT is m

ore like a fam
ily than

you think. People outside imagine M
IT as

very difficult, a cold place with everyone

just striving to succeed for themselves alone.

But it’s actually really inclusive. Everyone —

your fellow students, the faculty—
they’re

all trying to help you.

You’re applying to m
edical school. Have you always wanted

to be a doctor?

I came into freshman year thinking I would do string theory and

hard-core theoretical physics. Now I’m applying to medical

school. At M
IT, I could make a switch like that, because what-

ever M
IT does, it does well.  I turned to medicine because 

I missed the real-world aspects of the biology I had done in high

school. I’m really interested in the idea of translational medicine.

I want to make sure that what I’m doing in the lab is translated

into patient care or drug discovery. 

W
hat do you like m

ost about M
IT?

M
IT people love what they do, and they do it to the max. The intensity of the place really

attracted me. W
e dosomething, we don’t just study it. And people’s interests are incredibly

diverse. You might be doing computer science, but you’re also doing drama.

W
e’ve been told the house you live in is “wacky.” W

hat’s that about?

M
y living group has been a huge part of my life here. I live with some of the most creative

minds at M
IT. W

e’ve got a musical staircase, so three people can get on it and play “Happy

Birthday” or whatever. And we have a room with over 2,000 different light sources. They’re

connected by computer, so you can only turn them on from our website.  And when we play

music, we can make the lights dance to it.

Basically, we have a good concentration of

artsy/crazy people. I’m cooking for all 32 of

them tonight.

W
hat’s for dinner?

Gorgonzola cream sauce with oregano, over

gnocchi. It’s probably even easier than mac and

cheese, but you get more credit.

The distance between M
IT and Jazlyn’s urban New Jersey

neighborhood is a little over four hours by car —
 and

about a million miles.

As an immigrant from Chile who never had a chance to finish high school,

Jazlyn’s father firmly believed his daughter would live at home until she 

got married. “W
hen I told him I wanted to go to M

IT,” says Jazlyn, “he said,

‘You mean you want us to move to Boston?’ He didn’t have a clue about the

American college process. I took my parents to an M
IT info session where

they had an actual M
IT parent saying ‘Look what my daughter has done!’ and

both my parents said, ‘W
ow, we want our daughter to do this!’ ”

Then there was the macho culture of her inner-city high school. For a girl

“to be assertive, independent and intelligent was dangerous.” By contrast,

says Jazlyn, “In a lot of ways women are the strongest voice at M
IT.”

“W
hen I went to my guidance counselor about college early on, he said, ‘Come back when you’re a senior and we’ll

apply to a state school.’ I was so frustrated! I didn’t even know what tests to take. But I was the first person in my 

family to go to college, and I thought, ‘If I’m going to do this, I want to go to the best.’” Jazlyn realized she would

have to navigate the entire process herself. “The more I researched about what M
IT was like —

 about the way people

think —
 the more I knew I had to go here.” And she not only found her own way in: she agitated until the school 

district agreed to let her create a program called “Road to College,” which organizes visits to far-away campuses for 

kids in her old neighborhood who otherwise couldn’t go.

Getting in to M
IT, as it turned out, was the

easy part. “First semester, I kept saying,

‘I’ve never seen this material

before!’” But gradually Jazlyn

found her niche —
 includ-

ing a passionate interest

in Civil and

Environmental

Engineering, the

presidency of

LUChA —
 

La Unión Chicana

por Aztlán —
and 

last summer, an 

engineering 

internship in 

Italy. She

now has 
enough 

Italian to 

order dinner —
 

and read an 

engineering 

document. 

Her 
inter

est
 in

 ar
t a

nd e
ngin

ee
rin

g l
ed

 pr
ett

y n
atu

ral
ly 

to 
a f

asc
inati

on

with
 in

du
str

ial
 an

d p
ro

du
ct 

de
sig

n. “
I c

an
 re

all
y r

ela
te 

to 
wor

kin
g w

ith
 

indu
str

ial
 ar

tis
ts,

” s
ay

s A
lis

on
. “

I w
or

ke
d f

or
 A

pp
le,

 an
d a

lth
ou

gh

th
ey

’re
 an

 en
gin

ee
rin

g c
om

pa
ny, 

th
ey

 ca
re 

so
 m

uc
h ab

ou
t h

ow
 th

ings

loo
k a

nd w
or

k i
n th

e r
ea

l w
or

ld.
 I 

wan
t t

o b
e i

nvo
lve

d i
n m

ak
ing 

pr
od

uc
ts 

th
at 

help
 pe

op
le.

”

Like
 ev

ery
on

e s
he k

now
s a

t M
IT

, A
lis

on
 do

es 
—

 a 
lot

. “
I’m

 on
 th

e

wom
en

’s h
oc

ke
y t

ea
m, a

nd t
he w

om
en

’s c
lub

 ul
tim

ate
 F

ris
be

e s
qu

ad
. W

e w
en

t

to 
th

e n
ati

on
als

 tw
o y

ea
rs 

ag
o. 

Peo
ple

 sa
y M

IT
 is

 lik
e d

rin
kin

g

fro
m a 

fire 
hos

e. 
Yo

u c
an

 ta
ke

 

a p
ret

ty 
big

 gu
lp 

if y
ou

 w
an

t t
o. 

If 
yo

u c
om

e h
ere

, y
ou

 sh
ou

ld 

jus
t t

ry 
to 

tak
e a

dv
an

tag
e o

f w
hat’

s

off
ere

d a
nd e

xp
eri

en
ce

 th
e p

lac
e i

n 

so
 m

an
y w

ay
s.”

For
 A

lis
on

, th
e p

eo
ple

 hav
e b

ee
n 

th
e m

os
t a

maz
ing p

art
 of

 her 
M

IT
 

ex
pe

rie
nce

. “
The fi

rst
 ti

me I
 ca

me, 

it 
was 

for
 pr

ev
iew

 w
ee

ke
nd, 

an
d 

it 
era

sed
 an

y s
ter

eo
typ

es 
in m

y

mind. 
Peo

ple
 here

 ar
e i

ntel
lig

en
t i

n

man
y m

or
e w

ay
s t

han
 ju

st 
math

 

an
d s

cie
nce

. T
hey

’re
 fo

cu
sed

 an
d

th
ey

’re
 do

wn to
 ea

rth
. P

eo
ple

 co
me

here
 to

 le
arn

, n
ot 

to 
sh

ow
 of

f.”

Hav
e 

yo
u 

al
way

s 
wan

te
d 

to
 g

o 
to

 M
IT

?

As a
 ki

d, 
my t

op
 ch

oic
e w

as 
ac

tua
lly

 a 
sta

te 
sch

oo
l

ba
ck

 in
 Tex

as.
 T

he o
nly 

th
ing I

’d 
rea

lly
 hea

rd
 ab

ou
t i

t

be
for

e was 
fro

m m
ov

ies
—

yo
u k

now
, th

e A
str

op
hysi

cis
t

W
ho S

av
es 

th
e W

or
ld 

tur
ns o

ut 
to 

hav
e a

 tr
ipl

e-P
h.D

.

fro
m M

IT
. 

W
he

n 
yo

u 
vi

si
te

d 
ca

m
pu

s 
on

 p
re

vi
ew

 w
ee

ke
nd

,

wha
t s

ur
pr

is
ed

 y
ou

 th
e 

m
os

t?

That 
M

IT
 do

es 
not 

hav
e a

 cu
tth

ro
at 

co
mpe

tit
ive

atm
os

ph
ere

. S
tud

en
ts 

wor
k t

og
eth

er 
on

 pr
ob

lem
 se

ts.

Peo
ple

 re
all

y p
us

h th
em

sel
ve

s, 
bu

t I
 w

as 
su

rp
ris

ed

at
how

 nice
 ev

ery
on

e w
as.

 E
ve

ry 
15

 fe
et,

so
meo

ne

wou
ld 

ask
 m

e,“
Do y

ou
 nee

d h
elp

 w
ith

yo
ur

 su
itc

ase
s?”

That 
jus

t d
idn

’t h
ap

pe
n ot

her 
pla

ce
s.

How
 d

id
 y

ou
 g

et
 s

o 
pa

ss
io

na
te

 a
bo

ut
 

vo
lu

nt
ee

r w
or

k?

I w
as 

bo
rn

 in
 a 

ref
ug

ee
 ca

mp i
n A

us
tri

a b
ec

au
se 

bo
th

my p
are

nts 
are

 re
fug

ee
s f

ro
m E

rit
rea

. M
y m

om
 is

 lik
e

M
oth

er 
Tere

sa.
 She w

as 
de

finite
ly 

my i
ntro

du
cti

on
 to

co
mmun

ity
 se

rvi
ce

. I
f w

e w
ere

 dr
ivi

ng a
lon

g a
nd s

aw
 a

fam
ily

 sl
ee

pin
g i

n th
eir

 ca
r, m

y m
om

 w
ou

ld 
go

 bu
y t

hem
 $5

0.0
0 w

or
th of

gr
oc

eri
es.

 M
y d

ad
 w

ou
ld 

hire
 hom

ele
ss 

pe
op

le 
to 

help
 ou

t w
ith

 hom
e

im
pr

ov
em

en
t p

ro
jec

ts.
 T

hey
’d 

oft
en

 hav
e l

un
ch

 at
 ou

r h
ou

se,
 ta

kin
g

lef
tov

ers
 fo

r d
inner.

 G
ro

wing u
p I

 th
ou

gh
t m

os
t p

eo
ple

 w
ou

ld

do
 so

meth
ing l

ike
 th

at.
 So I

tri
ed

 to
 do

 th
e s

am
e.

Yo
u 

ha
ve

 a
n 

in
te

ns
e 

in
te

re
st

 in
 th

e 
Erit

re
an

re
fu

ge
e 

cr
is
is
. H

av
e 

yo
u 

be
en

 a
bl

e 
to

 p
ur

su
e

th
at

th
ro

ug
h 

M
IT

?

M
IT

 has 
ton

s o
f m

on
ey

 fo
r s

tud
en

t p
ro

jec
ts.

 W
hen

 I

sai
d, 

“I 
wan

t t
o g

o t
o E

ast
 A

fri
ca

 an
d t

ak
e p

ict
ur

es 
of

ref
ug

ee
s,”

 pe
op

le
 h

er
e 

he
lp

ed

m
e 

fin
d 

a 
w
ay

 to
 d

o 
it.

 

Then
 I 

sp
en

t l
ast

 su
mmer 

in W
ash

ingto
n, D

.C
. in

 

an
 M

IT
 in

ter
nsh

ip.
 I 

wou
ld 

say
 it

’s o
ne o

f t
he t

op
 

pr
og

ram
s a

t M
IT

. T
hey

 find o
ut 

what 
yo

u w
an

t t
o

wor
k o

n, w
here

 yo
u w

an
t t

o w
or

k, 
an

d t
hen

 m
ak

e a

matc
h w

ith
 th

e r
igh

t a
ge

ncy.
 I 

wor
ke

d a
t U

SAID
 

(U
.S. A

ge
ncy

 fo
r I

nter
nati

on
al 

Dev
elo

pm
en

t) 
in th

e

East
 A

fri
ca

 B
ur

ea
u.

Am
y M

ea
do

ws

Sal
 o

n 
ge

tt
in

g 
in

to
 M

IT

M
IT

 w
as 

my s
tre

tch
 sc

hoo
l. I

 w
en

t t
o a

 re
all

y s
mall

 pu
bli

c s
ch

oo
l. L

ess
 th

an
 20

 ki
ds

 a

ye
ar 

go
 aw

ay
 fo

r c
oll

eg
e, 

an
d I

 w
as 

th
e o

nly 
on

e t
o g

o t
o M

IT
 si

nce
 th

e ’
70

s. 

Visi
tin

g t
he c

am
pu

s w
as 

ve
ry,

 ve
ry 

im
po

rta
nt. I

 ca
me u

p i
n O

cto
be

r a
nd l

oo
ke

d a
t o

th
er

sch
oo

ls 
aro

un
d h

ere
, to

o. 
I t

alk
ed

 to
 qu

ite
 a 

few
 M

IT
 st

ud
en

ts,
 an

d t
hey

 ju
st 

see
med

ve
ry 

moti
va

ted
. I

 kn
ew

 ri
gh

t a
way

 th
is 

was 
th

e p
lac

e I
 w

an
ted

 to
 be

.

Sal
 o

n 
ho

w a
n 

or
di

na
ry

 k
id

 fr
om

 L
on

g 
Is

la
nd

 g
ot

 w
ild

 a
bo

ut
 C

hi
na

 

Since
 el

em
en

tar
y s

ch
oo

l, A
sia

 ju
st 

fas
cin

ate
d m

e. 
I h

ad
 a 

map
 co

lle
cti

on
, a

nd I
 us

ed

to
say

, “
One d

ay
 I’

m go
ing t

o v
isi

t t
hese

 pl
ac

es 
I c

an
’t e

ve
n pr

on
ou

nce
.” 

W
hen

 I 
go

t t
o

M
IT

, s
om

e o
f m

y f
rat

ern
ity

 br
oth

ers
 had

 do
ne t

he C
ETI p

ro
gr

am
 be

for
e, 

an
d t

hey

sai
d, 

“A
bs

olu
tel

y, 
do

 th
is!

 Yo
u d

on
’t e

ve
n nee

d t
o s

pe
ak

 C
hinese

.” 

The fi
rst

 su
mmer 

I t
au

gh
t w

eb
 de

sig
n an

d b
asi

c r
ob

oti
cs 

at 
a m

idd
le 

sch
oo

l in

Gua
ngz

hou
 fo

r fi
ve

 w
ee

ks.
 I 

did
n’t k

now
 an

y C
hinese

. M
y s

ec
on

d s
um

mer,
 I 

had
 a 

mor
e

for
mal 

inter
nsh

ip 
with

 a 
non

pr
ofi

t t
hat 

pr
od

uc
es 

vid
eo

s a
bo

ut 
en

vir
on

men
tal

 an
d s

oc
ial

iss
ue

s i
n C

hina. 
I l

ove
dit —

 so
 m

uc
h th

at 
I s

tay
ed

 un
til 

Dec
em

be
r. I

t r
ea

lly
 in

flue
nce

d

my d
ire

cti
on

 in
 lif

e. 
Now

 I 
wan

t t
o u

se 
civ

il e
ngin

ee
rin

g i
n de

ve
lop

ing c
ou

ntri
es 

to 
wor

k

on
 ba

sic
 sy

ste
ms, 

lik
e w

ate
r i

nfra
str

uc
tur

e w
here

 pe
op

le 
rea

lly
 nee

d i
t.

I’m
 in

 m
y fi

fth
 se

mest
er 

of 
M

an
da

rin
 now

, a
nd I

’m
 

co
nve

rsa
tio

nal.
 B

ut 
fou

r y
ea

rs 
ag

o, 
I n

ev
er 

wou
ld 

hav
e

th
ou

gh
t I

’d 
be

 at
 M

IT
. O

r i
n C

hina. 
Or s

pe
ak

ing C
hinese

. 

Sal
 o

n 
wha

t s
ur

pr
is

ed
 h

im
 a

t M
IT

I r
ea

lly
 di

dn
’t t

hink i
t w

ou
ld 

be
 th

isinten
se.

 E
ve

ryo
ne i

s s
o

moti
va

ted
, s

o a
mbit

iou
s. 

They
 do

things.
 A

nd t
hey

 hav
e

su
ch

 co
ur

ag
e a

nd s
uc

h de
dic

ati
on

. W
hen

 I 
hea

r a
bo

ut

so
me s

tud
en

t w
ith

 a 
gr

ea
t id

ea
 or

 w
ho j

us
t w

on
 so

me c
om

-

pe
tit

ion
, it

 m
ak

es 
me w

an
t t

o d
o

mor
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How long have you known you wanted

to
go to M

IT?

Pretty much as long as I can remember.

There’s a picture of me at three with an

M
IT shirt on. But ultimately, I was

surprised I got in. 

I was pretty good at M
IT-like things, and

my high school really stressed the liberal

arts. For me, that created a balance. I could

write pretty well and I had an appreciation

for things besides equations and formulas.

Frankly, as an engineer, I’ll be making

things for people, things that will affect the

world, so I have a responsibility to be aware of and appreciate other things in life. 

You grew up knowing a lot about M
IT. Anything still surprise you when you got here?

Number one was the people. I came thinking they’d all be nerds, but it’s been completely the

opposite. W
e’re all here because the work is important to us —

 but we’re all interested in

other things, too. W
hen we’re working, we’re playing. I could take anyone on campus

here and have a really good conversation on any subject. 

The second surprise was how involved undergraduates could be in research. 

I don’t think you could match that anywhere. UROP
allows you to apply all

these things you’re learning in the classroom, before you go out into the

real world. 
W

hat’s the single best thing about M
IT?

The resources.  If you can think up something, and think

how to build it, at M
IT you can find the resources and

people to get it done.

You’re a California native. Tell us about 

your first winter in Cam
bridge.

(long pause) It’s all about finding the 

right jacket.

SinaKevinNazem
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prego !

Manhattan
Beach, CA

Average
January 

temperature:
58 degrees F

Cambridge, MA
Average
January 

temperature:
29 degrees F

Manhattan
Beach, CA

Average July
temperature:
73 degrees F

Cambridge, MA
Average July
temperature:
74 degrees F

Ratio of MIT 
students from

the warmest
25 states 

to students
from the 

coldest 25
states: 5:4

UROP — the im
m

ensely popular Undergraduate Research

Opportunities Program
 — offers undergraduates the “very M

IT” 

experience of working directly with faculty on frontline, hands-on

research. By the tim
e they graduate, 80 percent of M

IT students 

will have done at least one UROP, som
e as m

any as half a dozen.

Projects range from
 genom

e sequencing to interactive cinem
a, 

from
 designing eyes for robots to developing artificial cartilage for

hum
an beings.

gu
lp

!

pow !

More than 400
courses are 
offered each term 
in the humanities,
arts and social 
sciences.

MIT’s List Visual
Arts Center has
been named the
Best Art Gallery 
in Boston.

The Grants 
Program of the 
MIT Council for 
the Arts has 
awarded over
$1,000,000 
to more than 
1,000 projects.
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And really, 

what more 

do you
need? 

MIT’s China Educational Technology Initiative
(MIT-CETI) promotes cultural exchange
between America and China by sending
MIT students to teach in teams of
three at Chinese schools in the 
summer. Past CETI participants
have taught robotics, biology,
computer programming,
aerospace, electronics,
civil engineering,
English and more.

One-third of M
IT students speak one of 43 languages other than English at hom

e.

42%
 of M

IT undergraduates are wom
en, but 53%

 of student activities are run by wom
en.
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Other “wacky” M
IT living groups:

•
Random

 Hall residents wired their bathroom
s 

and laundry m
achines to the Internet.

• New House is hom
e to Spanish, Russian, Germ

an

and French Houses, where native and non-native

speakers can becom
e im

m
ersed in foreign culture.

• The W
om

en’s Independent Living Group (W
ILG) is

a cooperative residence for 48 wom
en who cook,

clean, pay the bills, fix the clogged drains, patch

the roof, and m
ore —— all on their own.
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To see 
Selam’s 
photos and 
her website 
on the 
Eritrean refugee 
crisis, go to
http://web.mit.edu/selam/www/

                                                                                                      




