Want to apply, learn more,
or come and sample the s
uper-charged atmosphere of
the MIT universe? Check out
www.mitadmissions.org

In fact, that’s what MIT is all
about. It’s bringing together a
diverse community of idea
people, introducing them to one
another and to an almost infinite
universe of knowledge, inspiration, opportunity, and resources,
then getting out of the way so
innovation can take its course.

it’s because we thought you
might be a certain kind of
person. A curious person who
enjoys learning. An adventurous
person who questions and
dreams. A creative person who
brainstorms and would like
nothing better than to test those
brainstorms in the real world.

If you
are reading
this now,
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Want to see your ideas change the world?

Reinvent the way things work? Create, transform, revolutionize?
And have the best fun of your life doing it?
We figured as much.

The MIT galaxy is powered by
a dynamic amalgam of brainpower.
Meet a few of the students who
make it spin.

Alia Whitney-Johnson
social entrepreneur
jewelry designer
environmental engineer

Matthew Gethers
biological engineer
varsity fencer
political scientist

Admittedly, all we know about
you right now comes from the
Student Search Service of the
College Board or the ACT, and
we realize those stats tell only
the smallest of tales. In just the
same way, this poster may give
you a picture of MIT, but only
the tip-of-the-iceberg kind
of picture.

When you have a free moment, log
on to mitadmissions.org/mailme
and enter your personal 7-digit
code from the mailing label.
We’ll make sure you get into the
pipeline for key information and
updates. Fun stuff, too. And while
you’re on the site, look around.
We think you’re bound to meet a
lot of people who remind you
of you.

We put this piece together to
illustrate our universe—or at least
as much of it as we could fit on two
sides of a sheet of paper. We hope
that you will take a few minutes to
unfold and explore. And we hope
that if you like what you see, we’ll
get to learn more about one
another in the months to come.

During my junior year,
I took a health policy class.
We visited influential think tanks in Washington
that were studying health policy.
We sat down with Nobel laureate Harold Varmus,
who was heading the National Institutes of Health.
We even found ourselves on the floor of the US Senate.
But of course that’s just one of the amazing opportunities that makes MIT MIT.”

On an internship in Guatemala
“Between my junior and senior years, I worked
with the nonprofit Appropriate Infrastructure
Development Group (AIDG) in rural Guatemala to
develop a micro-hydropower turbine that would
On a UROP in Haiti
serve villages off the electric grid. I also created
“I did a UROP in the spring
an educational tourism program in which
of my sophomore year with
volunteers installed crucial technologies,
my hero and mentor Amy Smith.
while funding AIDG’s programs.
It was part of the ‘Fuel from the Fields’
This experience, and working for the
project in Haiti. The country is completely
World Bank the previous summer,
deforested, so they need a new, affordable,
taught me vital lessons on how
environmentally-friendly solution.
organizations tackle poverty
We successfully converted agricultural
and social challenges.”
waste into charcoal. The project was

Biomedical research
Faculty and students across the Institute
are developing effective biology-based
technologies to meet a broad spectrum of societal
needs. They are leading breakthroughs in diagnosis,
treatment, and prevention of disease, and they’re
designing new materials, devices, and processes to
empower those breakthroughs. Students with an interest in
medicine are also drawn to research in the renowned
Harvard-MIT Health Sciences and Technology Program,
which takes a multidisciplinary approach to solving
medical challenges. Innovations emerging from
biomedical research will have major
implications on the future health of
the planet and its people.

On fencing
“Fencing is one of the most
frustrating sports out there,
but it teaches patience
and fortitude. I had a great meet
the other week when I went
undefeated, but the next meet
didn’t turn out so well.
Fencing—like the rest of life—is
all about ups and downs
and accepting that there
will always be both.”
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featured on CNN.”

Major: Biological engineering;
political science concentration
Hometown: Waterford, CT
Mission: degree in Philosophy/Politics/
Economics; PhD in Bioengineering;
career in academia or industry
My music: “Disturbia” by Rihanna;
“Be Without You” by Mary J. Blige;
“Where Do We Go from Here”
by Alicia Keys

Major: Environmental
Engineering Science
Hometown: Asheville, NC
Mission: solving water and sanitation
issues in the developing world
My music: anything that makes me
want to dance in the street

“I grew up on a horse farm in
Asheville, NC, and was torn between
going to art school and pursuing
environmental issues—two different
sides of my personality. When I toured MIT,
I found the perfect blend of intellectual and
creative energy. I quickly realized that it was the
best place to combine all my interests. I knew that I
would get a good education at any of my top choice schools,
but it was all about the peer group for me. The people I knew who’d
gone to MIT were creative and enthusiastic, not just smart in a conventional way and
not afraid to explore their own ideas. They were excited about life.

Now I have a sustainable framework in place along with
a team of volunteers here and in Sri Lanka. And more
than 20 MIT students have committed substantial time
to helping me out—faculty, too.”
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On synchronicity
“Everybody needs release—for
me, it’s synchronized swimming.
Our team competes nationally,
but most of us picked up the
sport since arriving on campus.
MIT has one of the best
aquatic facilities anywhere.”
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Of course, if there is a startup in my future, it’s more likely to be
related to fuel cells. Since freshman year, I’ve had a UROP
working at the frontier of fuel cell membrane research.
It’s been incredibly exciting, but there’s an almost infinite
depth of opportunity and possibility at MIT, so for the moment,
I’m staying open to my future. Bottom line: whatever path you
choose at MIT, you’ll find the infrastructure and resources to help
you go as far down that path as you want to go.”

“I decided my future in the third grade. I would be an astronaut
When I asked my father what I needed to do to make
that dream come true, he said, ‘Two things, Matt. Study hard
On Mentoring
and go to MIT.’ From that point forward, MIT was always
“The MIT Public Service Center
hovering on my horizon.
hooked me up with a Cambridge

On the Dept. of Architecture
“The department is small, tight, and
collaborative. Everybody knows everybody.
Last year, professor John Ochsendorf,
who’d just won the MacArthur ‘genius grant,’
saw me in the hallway and said, ‘Hey,
you’re into building technology. Interested
in designing schools in Africa?’ Now,
I’m working with nonprofit agencies and
engineers at MIT’s D-Lab to design an
economical, sustainable, inspiring
school building that can be fabricated
from Sierra Leone’s cheapest and most
plentiful asset—earth.”

Joanna Rodrig
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On Guitar Hero
“I love music and play violin, guitar,
and piano. Every now and then,
I’ll spend an hour in one of the piano
practice rooms, but I’m more likely to
have a go at Guitar Hero, because it lets
you play tons of different kinds of music.
I also like to compose—it’s just another form
of creative analysis, which is what I love.”

Energy & the Environment
All across the Institute, researchers
are collaborating on solutions to solve the
interlocking crises of energy and the environment.
The MIT Energy Initiative pairs world-class research
teams from MIT with key players across the innovation
spectrum to improve the world’s energy systems and
create a more robust, equitable, and effective
global energy marketplace.
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On Bexley Hall

“I love where I live—a dorm called
Bexley Hall. There’s a real camaraderie
among the students. What I like about
MIT’s housing system is that it gives
you a lot of options in choosing where
to live. You don’t have to move from year to
year, like at a lot of schools. You can stay
where you feel comfortable and happy, and
for me, that’s Bexley.”
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On diversity and compatibility
“I made an important discovery
the weekend I visited campus:
After visiting campus, MIT was tough to resist. I could see
no matter how diverse
firsthand the bottomless opportunity, the powerful sense of community,
the campus is,
the strength of the architecture program—all priorities for me.
no matter how diverse
your interests are,
With a generous financial aid package, I could even afford it.
you’ll find a compatible
Housing at MIT
group to hang with at MIT.
More than 90% of MIT students live in
I’m a senior now and have turned into something of a culture-shock junkie.
Somehow, all that diversity means
the Institute’s 11 residence halls, 5 independent
In the last year, I’ve circled the globe—study abroad at the University of
you’re more likely to find somebody
living groups, and 32 residential fraternities and
Hong Kong, designing sustainable school buildings in Sierra Leone,
just like you—as well as people
sororities. Living in campus housing isn’t just a matter of
a summer internship through the MISTI program with Madrid architect
who are refreshingly different.”
convenience. Each residence embodies a definition of home
Blanca Lleo, and a UROP project building a community center that’s
that its students embrace. Once you’re comfortable, there’s
taken me to rural Turkey—twice.
no reason to move again. Unlike most colleges and
universities, we let you stay where you’re
MIT offers so many chances to travel and do real work in
happy—you won’t be reassigned.

d d e d ic

architecture, not just hypothetical projects. The opportunities
I’ve had here would be outstanding for a grad student, never mind
an undergrad.”
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On shaping a world view
“I was so blown away by the MIT course
catalog, I didn’t know where to start.
Beyond my music curriculum,
I was able to study subjects like acoustics,
special relativity, materials science and
engineering, perceptual information
processing—just a dizzying spectrum of
subjects that blended together to shape
the way I thought about the world.”

Degrees: SB ’92 in Music;
SM ’94 in Media Arts and Sciences
Hometown: Boxford, MA
To date: inventing new ways
for people to experience music,
co-founded Harmonix,
developer of Guitar Hero (I and II),
Rock Band, and other iconic music games
My music: “The Town Halo”
by A.C. Newman

On the benefits of being nearby
“We’ve run Harmonix out of offices in Cambridge’s Central Square since shortly after
founding it 14 years ago. Being near MIT gives us access to an amazing talent pool
and, as a result, we have a lot of MIT alums. We’re also right in the heart of
the Cambridge music scene, and an overwhelming number of Harmonix
employees are active musicians. And, with so many good places
to eat between here and MIT, you can have a great meal and
catch a great live music show every night!”
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On taking the lead
“MIT offers you so many opportunities to build
professional confidence by taking on leadership roles
in your field. I’m serving on the executive board of the MIT
Undergraduate Economics Association, for example, and
helped to found the team that represents MIT in the
Federal Reserve Bank’s intercollegiate economic
forecasting contest. ”

On teamwork
“I think the defining aspect of MIT’s culture is
teamwork. Yes, there’s a lot of diversity of backgrounds and
interests, and students have a strong sense of individuality.
We all have our own things going on, our own stories.
But that individuality does not get in the way of
teamwork—it makes a group that much stronger,
because so many different perspectives are
contributing to the solution.”
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“I chose a tech school, because I was sure I wanted to be an
engineer. I chose MIT over other tech schools, because
there was so much going on in so many areas completely
unrelated to science and technology. In fact, when I visited
campus, MIT did not at all meet my preconceptions of what
an engineering school was all about. It was much more fun.
MIT is not just one type of school. There’s a place for you
whatever you are into…and you don’t have to stay in
that place. You can move freely from sphere to sphere as it
suits you, because ultimately, MIT is about being open to
change and trying new things. A month after I arrived, I
developed a passion for economics and switched my focus
from engineering. Since then, I’ve had a lot of experience
putting economics to work in the world.

I did an internship in New York analyzing asset-backed securities
to produce data that could prove instrumental in lawsuits
involving the mortgage industry. Then I spent several months
analyzing the international effects of the subprime mortgage crisis
as part of a team at MIT Sloan School of Management.
Last summer, I decided to integrate these experiences with my interest
in filmmaking to produce a documentary on the subprime mortgage crisis.

Music at MIT
With more composers—including
Pulitzer Prize winner John Harbison—on
the faculty than at many conservatories, the
Institute invites serious exploration into the creation
and performance of music. Music also serves as a
mental cooldown for many students who enjoy
performing with or listening to one of the
30 campus ensembles.
Undergraduate Research
Opportunities Program—UROP
Most students point to their UROPs
(pronounced “Your-Op”) as pivotal moments in their
MIT careers. That’s because UROPs give them the chance
to work at the frontier of research, helping faculty move
closer to key discoveries. UROP experiences vary in length
and take place at MIT… or wherever in the world the quest
for understanding leads. Nearly all MIT students do
at least one UROP, with flexibility to participate
for pay (the most popular option), for credit,
or as a volunteer.

Entrepreneurship at MIT
When world-class engineering and business
schools share the same campus, the dynamic
is explosive. Recognizing this, MIT has built an
entrepreneurial infrastructure that includes landmark
mechanisms for entrepreneurship like the MIT $100K
Competition, the E-Center, and the Global Entrepreneurship
Lab. The result? Alumni and faculty have founded
more than 4,000 companies—and continue
to create new enterprises at a rate of
about 150 a year.

On being a mentor
“One of my favorite extracurricular activities is
mentoring middle school and high school kids
as part of the STEM and MITES programs. What’s
so great about these outreach experiences is that
we don’t just focus on academics, we share our
lives with one another and build relationships.”

two years before pursuing a PhD in Economics
My music: “Just Dance” by Lady Gaga;
“Up for the Down Stroke” by Parliament;
“It’s Tricky” by Run DMC

“As a high school sophomore in
Bayamon, Puerto Rico, I looked at MIT
and thought culture shock. Was I really
comfortable breaking family tradition
to study in the US? Would I feel alien?
Would I miss swimming 12 months of the year?

.

Boston/Cambridge
By some happy synergy of history and
geography, MIT is strategically situated in the
center of the Boston/Cambridge orbit. Take a left down
Mass. Ave. and walk to the shops and cafes of Boston’s
Newbury Street or to the right and hit the shops and cafes of
Central Square in Cambridge. And if you keep on walking a
few minutes more, you’re in Harvard Square. If walking is
not your thing, the transit system, dubbed “the T,” is
ready to take you to the hot spots and cool sites
of Boston and Cambridge.

On the work load
“My chemical engineering classes are very
work-heavy, but everyone is putting in the
hours—no one coasts. The atmosphere is more
collaborative than competitive. We help each other
out. It’s amazing that for a place with so much
diversity, there’s this one very strong common
bond among everybody—an incredible
sense of excitement about ideas.”

Athletics
MIT athletes have been awarded 145
Academic All-America citations—more than
any other Division III program in the country.
Not surprising, when you look at the numbers:
41 varsity teams (21 men, 17 women, 3 coed),
19 intramural sports, and 30 club sports teams—75%
of undergrads play intramural or club sports,
20% compete in intercollegiate athletics.

program called Tutoring Plus,
which provides free tutoring
On being an MIT cheerleader
and mentoring to underserved
“With
the huge range of activities at
middle-school kids. I ended up starting
MIT—athletic, academic, musical—
the Future Engineers segment of the
you meet so many different kinds of
program, when I found that a lot of the
people. For two years, I was a cheerleadkids were afraid to give math and science
It really wasn’t as simple as that, though. I was much
er, which was fun because it was so unlike
a try. I first got interested in those
stronger in the liberal arts than I was in science and math.
everything else I do. From the different
subjects as a kid trying to figure out
facets
of my MIT life, I have built an incredibly
Would I even get into MIT? I had a back-up plan for a career
space flight and things like that—the
diverse group of friends.”
in the humanities, but I knew it would haunt me forever
spark didn’t happen in the classroom.
if I didn’t at least try to get accepted to my dream school.
So I asked the kids to reverse-engineer a
flying saucer. I was amazed at the creativity
On doing a UROP in Thailand
of their answers! One eighth-grader
Happily, I did get in. And as it turned out, I’ve been
“I spent last summer at the
Economics
came up with the exact idea I had when
able to combine those different strengths. With a
Chulabhorn Research Institute in
For more than a century, the MIT
I
was
her
age.”
bioengineering major and a political science
Bangkok, which was founded for
Department of Economics has played a major
concentration, I can come at my field from both
Her Highness Royal Princess
role in the development of the field of economics.
a scientific and philosophical perspective.
Chulabhorn Walailak of Thailand.
In a volatile global economy, political and industry
Her older sister, Princess Ubolratana
leaders are turning to MIT-trained economists—
MIT is a mental playground. You’re surrounded
Rajakanya, is an MIT alum.
including President Obama’s chief economic advisor
My advisor John Essigmann and other MIT
and the chair of the Federal Reserve—for guidance
by great minds—great minds who are happy to
faculty teach and collaborate with
and understanding. Students studying economshare their knowledge and resources.
researchers at the Chulabhorn every summer
ics at MIT have extensive opportunities
You have a wild idea here, and everybody’s
and expanded the program to include
to do research with strong
ready to help you make it work. That’s always
MIT undergrads. I spent the summer doing
topical significance.
what I hoped MIT would be.”
biological research. The work was interesting and
the other researchers were so friendly that I felt
Major: Economics
completely at home in my lab the first week.
Hometown: Santa Monica, CA
From so many perspectives—personal and
Mission: position at the Federal Reserve Bank for
professional—this was an eye-opening trip.”

Major: Architecture
Hometown: Bayamon, Puerto Rico
Mission: graduate school in architecture;
position as a practicing architect
My music: “Hong Kong Garden”
by Siouxsie and the Banshees;
“Adios” by Gustavo Cerati;
“I Am The Walrus” by The Beatles

Internships abroad: MISTI
This year, MIT International Science &
Technology Initiatives (MISTI) will place more than
300 student interns in work and research experiences
around the globe. For example, MIT students have worked
on solar energy in Israel, HIV-AIDS programs in India, and
redesigning the new Aeroméxico airport terminal in
Mexico. And MISTI is just one of many MIT vehicles
that offers opportunities for work, study,
and service abroad.
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It’s amazing how everything seems
to come together at MIT. One of the
reasons I chose this school was because of
an interest in developing alternative forms of
energy. Swimming is really about energy efficiency,
and I’ve become very interested in the technology that
goes into it. I’ve been talking to my coach about applying
state-of-the-art engineering to swimsuit design. Who knows if
there’s a startup in my future?
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So I put together a board and secured a grant from the
World Bank. Then I moved to Sri Lanka for five months
to get Emerge Global off the ground. I received an incredible
amount of support and guidance from across the Institute.
MIT’s Baker Foundation came through with support,
as did the Public Service Center. The Office of Distinguished
Fellowships was a constant resource.

undergraduates receive some form of financial aid,
with the average scholarship coming in at
more than $25,000 per student,
per year.

In high school, I became fascinated with biological
engineering and set aside the idea of becoming an
astronaut. Of course, when I did my research, I realized
the best school for bioengineering was also MIT.

On her dorm, La Casa
“Every dorm and living group
at MIT has its own culture.
It’s easy to find one that fits.
For me, living in Spanish House
has been a buffer against
homesickness. I have a home away
from home with people who
share my vision of ‘comfort zone.’
Other friends come over to
eat authentic cuisine
and practice their Spanish.”

On the Emerge Bead Program
“I’ve been designing jewelry
since the age of seven,
so it felt natural to organize a
beading workshop for the
orphans and teenaged mothers
I was working with in Sri Lanka.
I developed the Emerge Bead
Program to give these young
women the opportunity to create
and sell jewelry and learn the
other life skills they need to be
self-sufficient. This pilot project
was the genesis of what quickly
evolved into Emerge Global.”

On his green summer
“I applied for a summer
internship at Procter &
Gamble because it
provided real experience in
a possible career path in
chemical engineering. At P&G,
I co-wrote the “Kiosk Initiative”
for the Tide Cold Water
marketing campaign.
The objective: to convince consumers
to decrease their energy footprints.
I also identified areas for water reuse in
one of P&G’s plants, which represented
a potential savings of 50%—or
$2.5 million annually.”

“I’m a competitive swimmer, so deciding to go
to MIT over a Division #1 school was a
biggie. I guess it came down to realizing
that my primary interest is in ideas.
And as it turns out, I’m still
swimming competitively, have
Financial Aid
made the Academic
There are few instances in life when you
All-American team, and train
will hear the phrase: cost is not a factor. But in
deciding whether to apply to MIT, that is absolutely
every day in MIT’s 15-meter
true. If you are accepted, we’ll work with you to make
six-lane warm down
the dollars and cents add up. Since all aid is awarded
pool—one of the best aquatic
on the basis of need, more than 89% of MIT
facilities I’ve seen anywhere.
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Serving the world
Service takes on a special dimension at
MIT. The Institute’s mission is to offer students
the knowledge, skills, and opportunity to conquer
global challenges. Through distinctly MIT innovations
like OpenCourseWare (OCW), D-Lab, the MIT Public
Service Center, and the ambitious IDEAS Competition,
students, faculty, and staff are working together to
improve the wider world.

During the summer of my freshman year, I worked with the MIT Public Service Center
developing water and energy solutions for the tsunami relief camps. Working with
orphans and teenaged mothers affected by the disaster was a revelation. Even
before the storm hit, these girls had lost everything...their education, their
community, their childhood. I wanted to give them a chance to earn a living
while building the skills to be self-sufficient, so I started Emerge Global.
At MIT, everybody is inventing things and launching new
ventures. Nobody will tell you that something can’t be done.
No one ever sat me down and said, ‘A college sophomore can’t start
a global nonprofit.’
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On becoming an EMT
“For a while I thought about
going into medicine and decided a
good way to test it out in the real
world was as an emergency medical
technician or EMT. I signed up for
a course and learned about CPR,
heart and lung conditions, trauma
and shock, splinting broken bones,
and the other life and death matters
EMTs face. Then I passed the exam and
joined the student group MIT-EMS.
Being an EMT was so cool—the most
responsibility I’ve ever shouldered.
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“Combining a career as a
neurologist seeing patients
with a career as a neuroscientist
conducting research allows me
to integrate what I learn into each sphere.
This kind of cross-fertilization
is what MIT is all about.
The whole idea is that you bring
a little of everything you know
into everything you do.”

On brain research
“I had a UROP studying memory
with one of the most famous subjects
in the history of neurology.
Known to researchers as ‘HM,’ he gained
his sad notoriety after surgery to stop
seizures left him unable to form new
long-term memories. Working with HM,
I was able to learn firsthand about
how the brain works and the impact of living
with a devastating neurological disorder.
It was an incredibly significant professional
opportunity for an undergraduate.”

Major: Chemical Engineering
Hometown: Buffalo, NY
Mission: start an alternative
energy company or... ?
My music: “Human” by the Killers;
“American Girls” by Counting Crows;
“Real” by the Goo Goo Dolls
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One of the best reasons to come here is that you can go anywhere,
meet anyone, do anything. MIT gave me multiple outlets
for continuing my current interests and for exploring new avenues.
I played French horn with the MIT Symphony.
I was a leader of the Protestant Student Community.
Growing up in Wichita, Kansas, I’d never set foot on a sailboat before I arrived at MIT,
but by sophomore year, I was sailing competitively.
That’s the MIT you can’t really know until you get here.
The opportunities go well beyond science and into
On cross-fertilization
the humanities, athletics, the arts….

MIT Architecture Department
Alumni from MIT’s School of Architecture
and Planning have made bold marks on the
skylines of cities great and small. They’re shaping the
way the world thinks about architecture that
promotes community in big cities and remote villages, about
green building and the environmental impact of construction,
about housing crises in areas beset by natural disasters. While
it is the oldest school of architecture in the country, department
head Yung Ho Chang says he likes to think of it as the
youngest, because of the department’s distinctly forwardthinking approach to the role of architecture
in addressing critical housing and
social challenges.
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Degrees: MIT: SB ’00, Brain
and Cognitive Sciences
with a minor in Biology —
Oxford, Rhodes Scholar, PhD ’03,
Neuroscience — Harvard Medical School, MD ’07
Hometown: Wichita, Kansas
To date: dual careers as a
neurologist and neuroscientist
My music: Mamma Mia soundtrack
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On building multifaceted skills
“I’m just finishing my degree in environmental engineering
with a focus on water and sanitation issues
in the developing world.
I feel like I’m leaving MIT with a multidisciplinary
set of skills that will allow me to solve problems,
develop creative solutions, and take care of
fundamental human needs.
In fact, I’ve already been able to try on that set
of skills and put them to work—and
already, they have served me well.”

“For me, the decision was between MIT and
a Mennonite school. On the one hand, I was passionate
about my religious beliefs and about music and the humanities.
But I wanted to study neuroscience, and MIT was the place
to do that. In the end, the Institute won out,
because I saw that it was a community of people
who loved to learn as much as I did.

On the urban environment
“There’s so much happening inside MIT,
so much to get immersed in, that you almost
forget that so much is happening outside, too.
I live at a fraternity across the river in Boston,
which means I can watch all of life passing by
as I walk over the Mass. Ave. Bridge every day.
That urban energy is part of what
invigorates the MIT environment.”

On the thrill of problem solving
“My passion is creative analytics—solving problems—
whether it’s a more efficient source of energy, a faster
swimsuit, or saving a product that’s failing in the
marketplace. I’ve always loved brainteasers, and
most problems in the world are really
brainteasers of one kind or another.”
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Arts at MIT
The arts scene at MIT spans
the visual and media arts, architecture,
dance, film, vocal and instrumental music,
theater, and literary arts and inspires much innovative
morphing among disciplines. It’s an exhilarating
creative community comprising
more than 50 student groups devoted to
music, theater, and the arts.
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On the MIT Sailing Team
“When I arrived at MIT, I took one look at
the afternoon sun setting on the sailboats,
and I wanted to be out there on the
Charles River, too. A friend knew a friend
on the MIT Sailing Team, and soon,
I was out there learning to sail.
My sophomore year, I joined the team and
nine months later
was sailing at the national championships.
Later, at Oxford, sailing turned out to be a good
way to meet people—and our team
won the British national championship!”
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I’ve found that the world—within and outside the Institute—takes MIT
students seriously. People immediately have confidence that you can solve
problems and handle sticky challenges. As a result, you do.”

On extending the reach of music
“I had a UROP in the Sensory Communication Group of the Research
Lab for Electronics. My project was to develop ways to translate audio
signals into tactile stimulus through which deaf people could enjoy
music. This project was an early manifestation of my interest
in expanding the ways in which people experience music and
eventually led to the founding of Harmonix. Through games like
Guitar Hero and Rock Band, non-musicians can feel the
exhilaration of making music.”

On grades
“I was worried that MIT might be too
tough. I guess almost everybody worries about
that. And MIT is tough, but it’s manageable, if you
plan your time. I found the culture so different from
high school. Here, A’s are nice enough, but
they’re not really the point.”

“In high school, I couldn’t figure out whether to become a musician or an
engineer. I really struggled with the decision. I was seriously into music and
was looking at music schools, but I also had a fascination with computer
science, physics, and engineering. Ultimately, I made the decision to pursue
engineering and chose MIT.

Pass/No Record
MIT has a Pass/No Record system for
freshmen. In the first term, if a student does work
at the A, B, or C level, a “pass” is recorded on the external
transcript. If a student does work below that level,
the external transcript will show no record of the student
having taken the class at all. This grading system
acculturates students to MIT’s collaborative,
non-competitive environment, where learning,
not grades, is the focus.

It wasn’t long after arriving at 77 Massachusetts Avenue that I saw what a
vibrant music program MIT had, both in the caliber of the music faculty
and the caliber of musicianship among the students.

On the humanities at MIT
“Because of the Institute’s reputation in science and technology,
I decided to major in music, focusing on composition, but also singing
people don’t realize just how vibrant the humanities scene is
in the MIT Concert Choir and becoming a founding member of
here—and how incredibly talented many MIT students are in
Gamelan Galak Tika, a Balinese percussion ensemble based at the Institute.
this area. After my experience, I consider MIT a destination
Being at MIT, I was simultaneously able to explore mathematics, computer
school for the humanities.”

science, electrical engineering, and physical sciences alongside some of
the best students in the world in these disciplines. This experience gave
me an unusual and valuable perspective on my core study in music.
I started to fully combine my interests in music and technology in grad
school, doing research in Tod Machover’s Hyperinstruments Group at
the MIT Media Lab. It was there that I got to know fellow MIT student
Eran Egozy, with whom I later co-founded Harmonix.
Even though we had no business background, we were able to draw on
MIT’s extraordinary entrepreneurial resources to recruit investors,
launch Harmonix, and get our ideas for changing music
out of our heads and into the marketplace.”
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