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Entering MIT. . .

“If you’re looking for
an intellectual adventure,
this is the safari to join.”

Lobby 7

Thomas Massie

It’s been a few years since the elephants
ambled past MIT’s grand columns during
their trek from the rail line on the edge
of campus to the Big Top across the river in
Boston. Perhaps the circus trains no longer
park here because the natives are restless
spectators. After all, people who spend their
days tracking the wild lions of imagination
won’t stand still for a parade of tamed and
shabby tigers.
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then I’m closing a door to
something that could be good.

The folks at MIT clearly believe that “the
vitality of thought is in adventure.” They
got here via paths that crossed some
challenging terrain, and now they’re ready
for off-road expeditions that fully test their
mettle. From a base camp amply supplied
with tools for exploration and diversion,
they head off to redraw the maps that others
use to understand and navigate the world.
If you want to join this lively bunch,
pack up your courage and curiosity, wave
goodbye to your family, and trust your gear
and companions to get you beyond the
rough spots to the twin peaks of knowledge
and success.

Lecture hall, 6-120

Nihat Berker,

So I’m trying to look in as

professor of physics

many directions as I can, to
find as many doors as I can,
and I’m not going to stop until
I open them all.”
Sumit Basu,
Ames, Iowa,
electrical engineering

Lobby 10, second floor

The Infinite Corridor’s customs
go beyond speed limits and passing
on the left. It’s the true ceremonial
space at MIT, with public forums,
musical performances, and installation
art / hacks (like the VW bug parked
at the terminus in Lobby 7 and duly
ticketed by the Campus Police).
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Follow your bliss
MIT’s five schools offer bachelor’s
degrees in everything from civil
engineering to creative writing.
Pick one or two from the
following list.

School your
of Engineering
Follow
bliss
Aeronautics and astronautics;
chemical
MIT’s
fiveengineering;
schools offercivil
bachelor’s
engineering;
environmental
degrees
in everything
from civil
electrical
engineering science;
to creative
writing.
science
engineering;
Pick
oneand
or two
from the
electrical list.
engineering and
following
computer science; computer
science and electrical engineering;
materials science and engineering;
archaeology and materials;
mechanical engineering; nuclear
engineering; ocean engineering.

School of Science
Biology;
Engineering
brain and cognitive
sciences;
Aeronautics
and astronautics;
chemistry;
earth, atmospheric,
chemical
engineering;
civil
and planetaryenvironmental
sciences;
engineering;
mathematics;
mathematics
engineering
science;
electrical
with computer
science;
science
and engineering;
physics; physics
with electrical
electrical
engineering
and
engineering.
computer
science; computer
science and electrical engineering;
materials science and engineering;
archaeology and materials;
mechanical engineering; nuclear
engineering; ocean engineering.
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Humanities,
Arts, and
School of Science
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Socialand
Sciences
American
brain
cognitive
sciences;
studies; ancient
medieval
chemistry;
earth,and
atmospheric,
studies;
anthropology;
and
planetary
sciences;
comparative media
studies;
mathematics;
mathematics
East computer
Asian Studies;
economics;
with
science;
foreign languages
and electrical
literatures
physics;
physics with
(French, German or Spanish);
engineering.
history; humanities; humanities
and engineering;
humanities
and
School
of Humanities
and
science;
Latin American
Social
Science
Americanstudies;
linguistics;
literature; ;music;
studies;
anthropology
East
philosophy;
political
science;
Asian
studies;
economics;

psychology;
Russian
studies;
film
and media
studies;
foreign
theater; women’s
studies;
languages
and literatures
writing. or
YouSpanish);
may alsohistory;
major in
(French
Science, Technology,
andand
Society
humanities;
humanities
as a double or
joint major
engineering;
humanities
and
with science
engineering
and
science;
LatinorAmerican
studies;
humanitiesmusic;
or full philosophy;
major in
literature;
Science Journalism
or Technical
political
science; women’s
Communication
as a second
studies;
writing. only
You may
also
degreeinprogram
conjunction
major
Science,inTechnology,
withSociety
anotheras
degree
program in
and
a double
engineering
orwith
science.
or
joint major
science/
engineering and humanities.

School of Architecture
and Planning Art and design,
with concentrations in
architectural design, building
technology, visual arts, or
history, theory, and criticism of
art and architecture; planning.
Sloan School of Management
Management, with concentrations
in information technology,
operations research, marketing
research, or finance.
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Walk the famed Infinite Corridor.
For the savvy navigator, it’s both
a low-tech browser for accessing
the multilayered culture as well
as a 940-foot cross-town highway,
complete with on and off ramps,
rules of the road, and rush-hour
congestion.

“I’ve traveled all over the world
and thought I’d seen it all.

It’s not likely that you’ll have to bag your
own dinner, but it’s probably comforting to
know that in a pinch someone could tell you
how. And that may be the most engaging
aspect of a journey through MIT: you get to
hang with diverse folk whose true grit and
real wit make every day an adventure. “Just
think,” says Lars Oleson, “about all the cool
things you’ve done and all the cool stuff
you know. Imagine your roommate having
equally great experiences and the lecture hall
having ﬁfty such people and your dorm three
hundred. Stand in the middle of all these
people and open yourself up to this thought:
what you can learn from them is amazing.”

Paula Hammond ’84,
PhD ’93, associate professor
of chemical engineering

Alpha Delta Phi

They bring to the campﬁre intriguing tales
of determination and luck, of obstacles and
dreams. They’ve served as a translator on a
medical mission to Guatemala, argued mock
trial cases before a state supreme court, worn
the Junior Miss Wisconsin crown, and ﬂed
from war-ravaged Sarajevo. And that’s just
the undergraduates. Add twenty years of
intellectual escapades, and you’ve got faculty
who are “fascinating, famous, and an
honor to know.” When you hook up with
this crowd, according to Bhuvana Kulkarni,
you’ll be “thinking about interesting, complex
topics all the time because even in a casual
conversation someone will ask you a question
that will provoke thought all day.”

∞
position and then a master’s
degree at Georgia Tech. When I
decided to return to MIT for
a PhD, I felt I was bringing with
me a series of life experiences
that made me wiser and more
focused. My understanding
of industry helps me in my
research, and I have a new and
strong appreciation of the
mentoring relationships here and
for the incredible MIT students,
whose fresh, exploratory
perspectives bring life to the lab.”

If that sounds intimidating, relax. Once you
stow the homesick urge to catch the ﬁrst
ﬂight home, you quickly discover that you’re
not the only one afraid you got here by
mistake. Beneath all those conﬁdent exteriors
quake hearts like yours, exhilarated by the
possibilities but looking for a mentor, a
collaborator, or a new best friend to help
them face life on the cutting edge. Odds are
that with a little curiosity, you’ll soon ﬁnd
both a soulmate and a niche among people
with whom you can share “so many interests,
so many stories.”

Judie Kim

Damon Suden
Staten Island, New York,
math and political science,
minors in theater and women’s
studies, president of the
Shakespeare Ensemble, works
in 24-hour coffeeshop

Women’s Independent Living Group (WILG)

West Caldwell, New Jersey,
biology, music minor who sings
in the Chamber Chorus
“At MIT we’re very focused on
discovering things through
research and experimentation.
But I think spirituality is in the
back of most people’s minds.
Personally, I can’t imagine all
this science devoid of a higher
power. I’m a biology major,
and I see how unbelievable the
human body is. All these cycles
in the body, the way we process
food, how nerves transmit
signals — I can’t attribute that to
chance. My experience at MIT
has affirmed my faith, and
the Korean Christian Fellowship
is a big part of my life here.
Not everyone shares my beliefs,
of course — there’s even a Pagan
Students Group and another
called Atheists, Agnostics, and
Humanists — but people are really
willing to talk about their
differences in interesting and
respectful ways.”

∞

“I ‘came out’ the minute I got here.
I got involved with the MIT gay
community and quickly realized
that I have important things to
do with my life. I helped start the
Intercollegiate Queer Collective
and organized the area’s first
prom for gay and lesbian high
school students. I also worked
with a state agency on sensitivity
training for high school teachers
to help them understand what it’s
like for kids who are gay. Did you
know that gay and lesbian youths
are far more likely than straight
kids to use drugs, miss school,
be attacked with weapons, and
commit suicide? MIT is a liveand-let-live kind of place, but
even here people have stereotypes.
When something happens —
like someone ripping down the
posters for our events — I’m
reminded that I can’t sit back
and be quiet. So I’ll go on to law
school and use my theater
experience and a voice you can
hear in the back of the room
to work for human rights.”
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“When I first came to MIT as a
freshman in 1980, I was a
shy, anxious, and very young
student from an all-girls Catholic
school in Detroit. MIT was an
exciting place, because of its
diversity and broad range of
cultures, off-kilter traditions, new
and sometimes unusual things
happening everywhere, and
healthy celebration of debate.
I left MIT ready to explore
opportunities in my field, but
without a sure sense of what
area I wanted to focus on. I took
a job in the microelectronics
industry. I have mixed feelings
about the experience. I learned
how to project my personality,
speak up for myself, give
presentations, package ideas.
But there were more than
200 predominantly White, male
engineers and a few thousand
predominantly Black and
Hispanic plant workers.
I encountered both overt sexism
and covert racism, and was
uneasy about the huge division
between those who had an
education and those who
did not. But I also became further
interested in polymer and
materials science, an area that
had always been intriguing
to me. This interest, along with
a desire to return to an academic
setting, led me to a research

Becca Grochow
But hearing my roommate’s stories
about how you shoot a deer and make it into sausage
made me realize I hadn’t.”

Weather
• Average temperatures (°F)
- January (First Night): 28.6°
- June (Commencement): 73.4°
- October (Head-of-the-Charles
Regatta): 60.8°

Restaurants
• In Cambridge, 83 within a
10-minute walk from campus.
- Cuisines include Afghan,
Caribbean, Chinese, Ethiopian,
Indian, Irish, Italian, Japanese,
Korean, Mediterranean,
Mexican, Middle Eastern,
Portuguese, Taiwanese, Thai
- 8 sandwich shops
- 8 bakeries
- 5 delis
- 9 coffee shops
- 2 ice cream parlors
• Another 97 in Boston’s Back Bay,
about a 15-minute walk from MIT

But you also cover
real terrain: East Coast,
New England,
Massachusetts,
Boston,
Cambridge,
MIT.

“The professor
was very easy to talk to,
and it helped that his office

Transportation
• Subways, run by the MBTA;
the T is the nation’s oldest
- fare: $1.00
- riders / day: 330,000
• Buses, also run by the MBTA
- fare: $0.75
• Total MBTA riders / day:
over 1,000,000
• Parking spaces in Cambridge:
26,000
- drivers looking for parking
spaces in Cambridge: 40,000
(or at least it seems that way)
- parking tickets issued
in Cambridge /day: 1,400
- usual cost: $15.00

MIT students
and faculty
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4,178 undergraduates
41% women
8% international
956 full-time faculty
11 Nobel laureates
3 Kyoto prize winners
11 MacArthur fellows

• Ratio of colleges to square
miles in metro Boston: 1:1
(50 colleges within 50 square
miles, the highest
concentration in the world)

“The electrical
engineer and
the mechanical
engineer
can build
a system together
that neither can
build alone.
People from
different backgrounds
create a campus
and a country
far more meaningful
and creative than
any one group
can create by itself.”
President Chuck Vest

looked like my dorm room,
which is a complete mess.”
Becca Grochow, sophomore

“I love the East.
The best thing is the weather.
It snows.
It was the best winter
of my life.
The first snow was major.
All of us from

“I
try
to sleep
sometimes.”
Stephanie Espy, freshman

Florida and California

“The

“Working in groups
is key, because
you get so much more
accomplished with
five people than you can
in isolation.”
Lars Oleson, sophomore

were having a big snowball
fight in Killian Court.”
Stefani Okasaki, freshman

soul
of MIT
is the
community
and the

The meaning
of “Smoot”
When you cross
the Harvard
Bridge between
Boston and
Cambridge, notice
tick marks on
the pavement.
These are Smoots,
an “official” unit
of measurement
corresponding
to the length,
when prone, of
Oliver Smoot ’62.
In 1959 his pals
laid him end
to end to measure
the bridge,
which comes in
at 364.4 Smoots
(plus one ear).

way people relate.”
Stefani Okasaki

Soon you realize the place is the people.
Your peers come from around the world.
You grow through shared experiences.
The beauty, you see,
is the energy, synergy,
and sense of purpose.
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You make the connections with your head,
while your hands put it all into practice.
Research opportunities with mentoring faculty
turn the academic into the applicable.
The universe is your lab. Test your limits.

‘I’m not throwing up.
I’m not throwing up.’”
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great research university,
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Christopher Carr, senior

Mind and hand
Heading to the Miss Massachusetts competition soon after graduation is beauty
queen extraordinaire Susan Rushing (Miss Bay State, Miss Maryland Finalist).
A brain and cognitive sciences major, Susan was a finalist for both a Rhodes
scholarship and a Truman scholarship, and she’s having to choose between
Penn and Yale for med school this fall. Of course, she’s been
accelerating her options for years. She packed high school
into three years and spent her senior year
at the National Cancer Institute, where
she published two papers while studying
lymphoma in AIDS patients and cancer
cell initiation. Susan has studied voice since
eighth grade, was the youngest member
of the Maryland Lyric Opera at 16, and
has filled the
campus with
monthly
performances
in her roles
as an MIT
music scholar.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

UROP
(Undergraduate Research
Opportunity Program)
Opportunities
Program)
82% of graduating
Established
in 1969seniors have
participated
in UROP seniors have
75%+
of graduating
Dollars spentinonUROP
UROP: $5,000,000+
participated
Averagetakes
UROP
wage:
$8/hour
UROP
place
in over
65 academic
Potential earnings
departments,
labs,per
andsemester:
centers $1,100
Potential
earnings
per70%
summer:
$3,800
In
an academic
year,
of UROP
students
do research for pay; 28% earn academic credit;
2% volunteer
Minimum UROP hourly wage: $8.75/hour

Vomit comet
Three teams of MIT students
went to Houston to carry
out experiments aboard
a modified 707 airplane referred
to by NASA as the “weightless
wonder” and by experienced
MIT riders as the “vomit comet.”
The students hope their
research into sound localization,
peripheral vision, and heart
rate will be useful to astronauts
making long flights or living
on the International Space
Station.

NIMBLE Team
(NonInvasive Microgravity Biomedical Life sciences Experiment)
Christopher Carr, senior
Elizabeth Walker, senior
David Pinson, sophomore
SOLO Team
(SOund LOcalization)
Raffi Krikorian, junior
Samidh Chakrabart, sophomore
Sharmila Singh, sophomore
Boris Zbarsky, sophomore

To gather data about human
physiology under microgravity
conditions, the aircraft makes
steep 45 degree climbs before
dropping from 35,000 to
28,000 feet. Flying along the
parabola puts the riders and
plane into a nearly weightless
free fall, a feat accomplished as
many as 40 times per flight.
The cure for resulting nausea:
cherry LifeSavers, the secret
weapon of the astronauts.

PREVIEW Team
(PeRiphEral VIsion Experiment in Weightlessness)
Tyra Rivkin, senior
Stephanie Chen, junior
Julie Gesch, junior
Mark Sun, junior

help society.”
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“I was so disoriented,

“You
don’t
really
know
your
friends
until
you’ve
seen
them
hypoxic.”

Susan on the swimsuit competition:
“While they say it’s
for visual observation
of muscle tone,
I believe there are
better ways to
measure fitness.
I sometimes dream
about breaking
into a Tae Bo move in
the middle of the
competition, to say

‘If you want to see
muscle tone,
here it is.’”

Research abounds
• 3D structure of virus
replication technique
Alexander Rich, William Thompson
Sedgwick Professor of Biophysics,
was part of the team that uncovered
the structural basis of an elusive
replication technique that enables
viruses (including HIV and other
retroviruses) to commandeer
cells and force them to manufacture
proteins. Funded by NSF, NIH,
NASA, and the National Foundation
for Cancer Research.

• Humanoid robot
Goal: build Commander Data.
Rodney Brooks, director of MIT’s
Artificial Intelligence Laboratory and
Fujitsu Professor of Computer
Science and Engineering, believes
his work will help us understand
human intelligence. Funded in part
by Office of Naval Research and
unrestricted gifts.

• Alternative to photolithography
Associate Professor Paula Hammond
and team have developed a technique
for depositing patterns and structures
on surfaces, creating a potential
alternative to photolithography
(used today to manufacture computer
chips). Funded by Office of Naval
Research and MIT Center for
Materials Science and Engineering.

• House of the future
Model: human body. Chris
Luebkeman, assistant professor of
architecture, and Kent Larson,
director of MIT’s Digital Design
Laboratory, are developing House-n,
a structure that adapts to our
needs and reacts to environmental
influences. They plan to build
prototypes on campus and around
the world. Collaboration among
Digital Design Laboratory, Building
Technology Program, and industry
sponsors.

• The Touch Lab
Dr. Mandayam A. Srinivasan and
his team are researching the
biomechanics of touch to develop
high-tech systems and virtual reality
for surgical simulations. Funded by
NIH, Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency, Office of Naval
Research, Harvard University, and
Massachusetts General Hospital.
• HyperSoap
At MIT’s Media Laboratory, hyperlink
video technology enables viewers of
soap operas to select clothing and
furnishings. Produced in association
with sponsor JCPenney.

