THE TEAM FOR THE Jan 2010 IAP IS NOW COMPLETE – 

THERE MAY BE A FUTURE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SUMMER OF 2010

MIT-Senegal projects, Dakar, Senegal  during  2010
Background

 The selected MIT students and other participants will be offered a four week Independent Activities Period (January 2010) collaboration with students and faculty of the Ecole Regionale de la Navigation Aerienne et du Management (ERNAM) and/or the the Ecole Superieur de Commerce, Dakar Senegal(SupdeCo)Dakar, Senegal, with objectives of immediately strengthening their capacity to use MIT Open Courseware, and to help carry out a needs-assessment in the local Senegalese community around the university, and (for ERNAM) near the airports, for future MIT-Senegalese university student collaborative outreach efforts to identify and help solve locally significant economic development and environmental problems. 

The Challenge 
1. Strengthen the host universities’ capacity to use internet based instruction, especially MIT Open Courseware in fields of prime interest to them.
2. To plan for future MIT-Senegalese university student collaborative outreach to local communities. 
3. To give all the participating students intercultural exposure and networks of on-going utility. 
The Fellow(s) will teach Senegalese faculty and students effectively to use MIT “Open Courseware” and related internet-based resources, for the ERNAM, especially in one or more of fields relevant to aerospace information and control issues, aviation security management, techniques of quality management, airport wind-shear studies, or (for SupdeCo) fields of Computer Science, Business or Organizational Management, depending on the MIT student’s competences and interests.
The MIT student will also work with the host institution’s students and faculty to conduct a needs-assessment through interviews with local community leaders, in order to plan for possible future collaboration with MIT students in one or more of the following areas):

1. Aviation and airport operations.
2. Local economic development problem solving.
3. Managing environmental challenges.
4. Fostering University-Society collaboration. 

Examples of Specific activity for possible future MIT/Senegalese student collaboration in these areas would likely include, depending on the results of the needs-assessments and the MIT applicants’ competence and interests: 
1. Analyzing existing patterns of, and future opportunities for, practical outreach and extension service activities by Senegalese universities in general, and the ERNAM and/or SupdeCo institutions in particular. As a matter of principle, these should include applying engineering, operational, and/or management skills to design affordable and environmentally friendly solutions for problems identified through consultation with local people, and discussing their implementation with the people involved.

2. Initiating an on-going project for Environmental Evaluation, and/or estimating the likely impact of and on patterns of global warming and climate change.

3. Initiating an on-going project for evaluation of the local and regional impact of air transport, airport expansion and operation.

4. Quality control and management in aviation related fields, including aviation security.
5. Training leaders of local Non-Governmental Organizations in Development Management, Organizational Leadership, and International Collaboration.

6. For the SupdeCo in particular, designing approaches for Alternative Charcoal Production, and/or Alternative Paper Pulp Production.

Qualifications and Assets

1. Undergraduate or graduate student standing in good academic standing.
2. Experience in use of the Internet.
3. Experience in accessing/using MIT “Open courseware” in general, and in reference to fields of particular relevance to this project.
4. Experience with MIT curricula relevant to one or more of the fields of Aeronautics, Computer Science, Environmental Evaluation, Business and/or Organizational Management. 

5. Good speaking and reading skills in French.
6. (highly desirable, but not required) Previous experience in living abroad.


Contact: Prof. Willard R. Johnson, 617 253 2952, 
email:  wjohnson@mit.edu
Contact
MIT students interested in this opportunity should contact Prof. Willard R. Johnson, 617 253 2952, wjohnson@mit.edu Professor Johnson and his associates will facilitate introductions to the community partners in Senegal

PSC Support
Financial support for graduate student and professional level participation in this project has been applied for through the MISTI-Global Seed Fund fellowships.  Additionally, the MIT Public Service Center likely will fund one of the student participants.
