miv miv flannel”
it was on a night three yecafs ago that miv wal-sze wasin a
car accident. she was celebrating her sixteenth birthday. her
boytnend lut was talung her home in @ taxi. and it collided head-on
with a trucl. both the taxi dnver and lut died. miv WAI-SZ¢ spent
two months in the hospital. and when she left she was paralyzed
¢rom the waist down. the doctor said she wovld spend het hfe
1n a wheelchait. after that. miv wal-sz¢e always kept on the pair
of blaclk leather, cleaf rubber-soled dr. martens boolts, becavse
they were her virthday gift from lut. and also becauvse they had
sutvived the caf crash with het.

after miv warsze got out of the hospital she did not go back
to school and did not worls either. she just stayed home all the
ume. cither she'd watch tv and veds. of (cad comic boolts. trying
to find something to laugh at, of she*d stare at mementos of lut.
shedding one tear for cach thing. there wa/s aothing her family
could do for her. it was a good thing that they wete well off
enough that she had a stay-athome mom who could talie care of
her day and night.

one day miv wal-sz¢ had a sudden vrge to 90 outnde. and
mom pushed herin the wheelchair to the park. mom told her to
st alone for a while, while she hetself ran to the store for some
grocefics and came right baclt. miv wal-sze didn’t like stting 1n
the sun with all the dragonflies flying around het, so she wheeled
herself over to the shade of the trees. under one tree she saw
a young man teeding a scragoly bmwn-nnd-whlte-mlped cat.
as soon as the cat saw miv wal-sFL¢ come ovef. 1t scurnicd off.
the man looled up at miv wal-sze. squinting his eyes. the tree’s
shadow MOvIng Qcross his face. the next day miv wal-sze came
bacl. quietly sitting off to the nde without spealung o/ she
watched him feed the same cat. she sat lilie that four days in
row before he introduced himself. saying. *1*m brother cat.”
then he pointed to the cat saying: “this 17 mao mao. and you?"”
miv war-sze hadn’t spolien to a strangef for a long time. and het
voice didn°t sound like her own. *°1°'m miv wal-sze.”

brother cat always ted mao mao at the same time every
morning. despite wind of rain. MIV Wal-sze wouvld also come.
and gradually started to fecl that there was something in life to
lool forward to. 1t wasn't that she especially hled cats, and 1t
wasn’t becavse she had a crush on brother cat. she didn’t know



why, but ¢very morning she had hope. and o place to go. once
brother cat pointed at miv warsze's booty, and sa1d: “you've
been wearing those for long time!** my warsze was surprised,
she had thought that because the boot, never touched the
9round. they would last forever, but 1t turned out that through
the passage of ime alone they had come to look old. miy wa-
sZ¢ and brother cat rarely spolie to cach other. she didn‘t know
what he did, and he didn’t ask about her life either. if they were
to have a conversation. 1t would be about mao mae: oh, she
loolis fatter, she’s 4o mischievouy, she jumps s0 high, she’s q 9irl,
she’s got tiny pupils, she’s 9ot sharp clawy, she’s got a limp now.
things like that,

/ummer weat by. one day brother cat suddenly said: **1°m
901ng to Le moving. 1°'m getting marned.* after a pause he said,
“want to come to my wedding?* then turning to look at the
Insatiable cat, he sighed deeply. after mao mao finizhed cating,
Lrother cat suddenly picked Up a tree branch and struck mao
mao hard with ¢, frightening her s0 much she leapt away. she
turned baclk, loolking at him perplexed, byt he Jjust kept driving
her away. vatil mao Mao ran so far she was oyt of view. the
harder miv waj-sze looked, the blurner her eyers got, ang her
palms were all wet.

the nent day. miv warsze aslied her mother to take her out
to buy shoey. in the shop, she Immediately fell in love with a parr
of strappy. bLrown flannel miv miy high heely. the salesqirl let
het try them on. miy wai-sze vsed all her arm sttength to Iift her
body. and then actually stood Up. and, teeterning, walked over
to mom. miv warsze hcver went to brother cat’, wedding. and

had ever really existed. but she covuld walk again. and when she
wore the miv mivs with q new dress, she realized again that she
wars only nineteen years old.

one cool avtumn day. miv war-sze PYt on the miv mius to 90
to a job interview. on the way home, she Passed by the place 1n

saw that it was the cat’s corpse. s0 starved 1t had no shape. miv
warsze'’s legs weakened then and there. ang she tumbled to the



