Marriages from 1861

Extracts will include: when, where and how married (eg after banns, according to the forms of the Church of Scotland). For both bridegroom and bride are given: name; rank or profession; marital status; age; usual residence; father's name and rank or profession; mother's name and maiden name. In the case of regular marriages, names of the officiating minister and witnesses are recorded. In the case of irregular marriages, date of conviction, decree of declarator, or sheriff's warrant is given.

Deaths from 1861

Extracts will include: name; rank or profession; marital status; spouse's name; when and where died; sex; age; father's name and rank or profession; mother's name and maiden name; cause of death; signature and qualification of informant, and residence if out of the house in which the death occurred.

Births from 1861

Extracts will include: name; date, time and place of birth; sex; father's name and profession; mother's name and maiden name; date and place of marriage; signature and qualification of informant, and residence if out of the house in which the birth occurred.

Births for 1855 

Extracts will include: name; whether informant present at birth; baptismal name (if different) or name given without baptism; sex; date, and time of birth; where born; father's name and rank, profession or occupation, age and birthplace; when and where married, and any previous issue, both living and deceased; mother's name and maiden name, how many children she has had, age and where born; signature and qualification of informant, and residence if out of the house where the birth occurred.

Census records 

Enumerators' transcript books (from 1841) The Registrar General holds records of the decennial census of the population of Scotland for 1841 and every tenth year thereafter (with the exception of the wartime year of 1941 when no census was taken), and of the quinquennial sample census in 1966. The records of censuses taken after 1891 are still confidential and are not available to the public. The only open records relate to the censuses held on 7 June 1841; 31 March 1851; 8 April 1861; 3 April 1871; 4 April 1881 and 6 April 1891. The records are transcript books, prepared by the census enumerators after collection of the census schedules from households, and contain such particulars as name, age, marital state, occupation and birthplace of every member of a household present on census night. The books are not indexed, and in order to trace any particular family one needs to have some knowledge of the address they were at when the census was taken. Street indexes are available for certain urban areas and we hold quite a number of privately produced indexes for consultation in the New Register House library. A computer index is available for the 1881 and 1891 censuses. Consultation of most of the census records themselves is from roll microfilm, though from May 2000 the 1891 census records can be viewed as image linked to the 1891 index. The 1901 census will be available by January 2002. See our leaflet S11 for further details. 

