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Most ImportantMost Important

• I know the projects were a typical MIT fireI know the projects were a typical MIT fire 
hose experience

• The grading reflects that• The grading reflects that



Comment topicsComment topics

• WritingWriting
• Interpreting Coefficients

i h• Formatting the paper
• Organization of data analysis paper
• Presenting regression and other statistical 
results in tables

• Do‐files



WritingWriting

• Writing must be logical and free of allWriting must be logical and free of all
grammatical and typographical errors

• Write economically• Write economically.



Interpreting CoefficientsInterpreting Coefficients

• The most basic interpretation point:  
Y

e ost bas c te p etat o po t:
• But, that’s only the beginning

– Always keep track of units and scale

X


y p
– Aids to dealing with different units

• Rescale everything to the 0‐1 interval
d di i• Run a standardize regression

• Multiply the coefficient by the standard deviation of X
• If appropriate, convert everything to logs

• Remember, it is rare for any regression coefficient 
to predict a knock‐your‐socks‐off effect



Formatting the paperFormatting the paper

• I am serious about you following a styleI am serious about you following a style 
book/sheet
– Turabian’s style manualy
– American Political Science Association style 
manual:  
h // i /d /fil /APSAS l Mhttp://www.ipsonet.org/data/files/APSAStyleMan
ual2006.pdf

– Always use author‐date citation system– Always use author‐date citation system
– Put figures and tables at back of paper.
– Number figures and tables consecutivelyNumber figures and tables consecutively



Organization of a Data Analysis PaperOrganization of a Data Analysis Paper

• Think inverted pyramidThink inverted pyramid
– Describe the data

• Report means standard deviations min and max of allReport means, standard deviations, min, and max of all 
variables

• Show bivariate scatterplots of important relationships 
between the dependent variable and independent 
variables

• Run regression and report regression coefficients• Run regression and report regression coefficients
– Interpret regression coefficients
– Discuss goodness‐of‐fit



Presenting Regression and Other 
l l blStatistical Results in Tables

• Leaf through the American Political ScienceLeaf through the American Political Science 
Review, American Journal of Political Science, 
and Journal of Politics to see what tables lookand Journal of Politics to see what tables look 
like.



Descriptive statisticsDescriptive statistics

• Usually not in journal articles but inUsually not in journal articles, but in 
conference papers and in online supplemental 
materials to journal articlesmaterials to journal articles

Variable name* Mean s.d. Min Max

*Not the name of the variable in the codebook (e.g., V4067a), but a short descriptive 
name (e.g., number of parties in the legislature).



From Efraim Benmelech, Claude Berrebi, and Esteban F. Klor, “Economic 
Conditions and the Quality of Suicide Terrorism,” Journal of Politics, vol 74(1), 

2012: 113‐128



Regression resultsRegression results
Coefficient (1) (2)

Variable 1 Coeff.
(s.e.)

Coeff.
(s.e.)

Variable 2 Coeff
(s.e.)

Etc.

N

R2

RMSE



Regression resultsRegression results



Do‐filesDo files

• Carefully document your do‐files so that yourCarefully document your do files so that your 
TA and professor can figure out what you’re 
doingdoing.

• Label each section of the do‐file according to 
what it produces (e g figure1 do table1 do)what it produces (e.g., figure1.do, table1.do)


