Some General Comments on the
Group Projects



Most Important

e | know the projects were a typical MIT fire
hose experience

 The grading reflects that



Comment topics

Writing

Interpreting Coefficients
Formatting the paper

Organization of data analysis paper

Presenting regression and other statistical
results in tables

Do-files



Writing

e Writing must be logical and free of all
grammatical and typographical errors

* Write economically.



Interpreting Coefficients

. . . oY
e The most basic interpretation point: 3 = 8—X

e But, that’s only the beginning
— Always keep track of units and scale

— Aids to dealing with different units
e Rescale everything to the 0-1 interval
 Run a standardize regression
 Multiply the coefficient by the standard deviation of X
 If appropriate, convert everything to logs

e Remember, it is rare for any regression coefficient
to predict a knock-your-socks-off effect



Formatting the paper

* | am serious about you following a style
book/sheet
— Turabian’s style manual

— American Political Science Association style
manual:
http://www.ipsonet.org/data/files/APSAStyleMan
ual2006.pdf

— Always use author-date citation system
— Put figures and tables at back of paper.
— Number figures and tables consecutively



Organization of a Data Analysis Paper

 Think inverted pyramid

— Describe the data
e Report means, standard deviations, min, and max of all
variables

e Show bivariate scatterplots of important relationships
between the dependent variable and independent

variables
* Run regression and report regression coefficients

— Interpret regression coefficients
— Discuss goodness-of-fit



Presenting Regression and Other
Statistical Results in Tables

e Leaf through the American Political Science
Review, American Journal of Political Science,
and Journal of Politics to see what tables look
like.



Descriptive statistics

e Usually not in journal articles, but in
conference papers and in online supplemental
materials to journal articles

*Not the name of the variable in the codebook (e.g., V4067a), but a short descriptive
name (e.g., number of parties in the legislature).



From Efraim Benmelech, Claude Berrebi, and Esteban F. Klor, “Economic
Conditions and the Quality of Suicide Terrorism,” Journal of Politics, vol 74(1),
2012:113-128

i EFRAIM BENMELECH, CLAUDE HERRBEHEL, AND ESTEHAN F. KLOH

Tapre 1 Sommary Statistics on the Chamcteristics of Suicide Terrorists and their Attacks

Mumber of Standard
Observations Mean Deviaton Median Mininom Maximom

A, Characteristics of Suicide Terrorists

Suicide Terronst has Academic Education 157 0197 0399 0 0 |
Age of Suicide Terrorist 156 21.397 5727 21 12 i
Suicide Terronst Previously Involved in 157 01zl 0327 LI LI 1
Terror
B. Characteristics of Targeted Locality
Targeted Locality's Population 157 0745 0437 | Q |
above S0,
Regional Capital 157 05315 0,500 | Q |
C. Dutcome of Suicde Attack
Thwarted Suicide Terrorist L57 0248 0433 L} L} |
Casnalties from Suicide Attack 157 29 535 39 3497 10 Q 1&1

Maotes: The summary statistics reflect authors” caloulations based on 1smell Secunty Agency meports of suldde termarits. The largeted
cities puprial ation refers o their population within the metn area of the cty acoording o e population Rguees for the vear 2003 of the
lsrzeli Central Bureaw of Siatstics.



Regression results

Costient W @

Variable 1 Coeff. Coeff.
(s.e.) (s.e.)
Variable 2 Coeff
(s.e.)
Etc.
N
R2

RMSE



Regression results

CQUALITY OF SUNIDE TERRORISM 123

Tavre 4 The Effect of Economic Conditions on the Outcomes of Suicide Attacks

Thwarted Suicide Terrorist Casualties from Suicide Attack
(1) (2 (3) (4] (5] &)
Ul.'lnl‘.l.'nPJi:l‘_.fl.Tli:nI Rate S {1 0606 15L& 2551 0,259 -8 Tla
[0.279] [0.296] [0.183] [0.349] [0.316] [0233]
Palestinian Fatalities QD De* 0.5 LEL L -0 T -3 -0UD0a
[0.001] [0.000] [0.002] [0.002] [0.001] [0.003]
Days with Curfews -0.002* 0.004
[0.001] [0.004]
Group Specific D385 -0.156* 0421 1.766* 0.747* 2211
Unemployment Rate [0.292] [0.092] [0.629] [0.198] [0.448] [1042]
Palestinian Fatalities QD De*** 0. D5+ ** QDLO*** -0 DT -3 L E
[0.001] [0.000] [0.001] [0.002] [0.001] [0.002]
[ravs with Curfews 002 0.002
[0.001] [0.006]
Income Inequality D516 0.620°% -1.206%+* 0,638+ 0.579° 0.942%%*
[0.059] [0.195] [0.121] [0.154] [0.296] [0032]
Palestinian Fatalities QD5+ 0. 004" QDT -0 005" -1 Q004
[0.001] [0.000] [0.000] [0.003] [0.002] [0.003]
[Drave with Curfews -0.001* 0002
[0 ] [0p05]
Region Fixed Effects Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year Fixed Effects Mo Yes Yes Mo Yes Yes
(Observations 156 156 79 155 155 79

MNofes: Fach column in each panel reports the estimated effecs of three sepamie regressdons in which the dependent varahle &,
respectively, whether the suicide terrons was caught (estimated wsing a Probit model ), or the mumber of casumlies from suicde stiacks
[estimated wiing a Polson model ] In addition to the explanastony vanables Hated on the left, represions in Columns 1 and 4 add each
district AVETERE VEATS ol education, pt:-puhlh:-nsi:ati:rvtr ﬂwagt ol 15, pn:-pq:-l‘l.iq:-n of males, married, prl:-pq:-ﬂ.il:-n]'rvi.ng ina rtl’ugw camp
and whether the district is in the West Bank 2 explmatory vanables. We subsequently add to these regressions vears fmed effects
[regresiions in Colomns 2 and 5) and daeys with codews (regresiions in Columms 3 and 6). Rolwst standand ermors (adjosted for
clustering at the regoml level) are in parentheses *, %, *** demle satistically sigmficance at the 10, 5, and 1% level, respectively.



Do-files

e Carefully document your do-files so that your
TA and professor can figure out what you're
doing.

e Label each section of the do-file according to
what it produces (e.g., figurel.do, tablel.do)



