About This Exhibit
Most of the pictures and descriptions shown here were adapted from a class project created in Spring 1996 (just before renovations) by Christopher “Paco” Barron, Jon Davis, Robert Morrison, and Michael Jacknis. The first three lived in Runkle, while the last lived in Burton Conner. As part of the “Communicating in Cyberspace” course of the Writing Department, these four individuals photographed the inside of Senior House and developed an interactive tour. Unfortunately, many of the photographs have gotten lost over the years. If you have more photographs or information, please contact the Haus Historian at akononov@mit.edu or leave a note in the “Know Something?” binder!

Ware First – Front Desk

That's right – back when the dorm's address was 4 Ames St, Font Desk was located in the Ware entry. Most of the services were the same, but as you can see, there were a few notable differences. Teddy bears were plentiful, candy and refreshments were sold, and the Desk Workers were more cordial. By the way, do you recognize that handsome fellow with the charming smile?

Ware Fourth – Missing Picture

This is Ware's only signifcant mural, a cigarette ad I believe. It is seen as one exits out onto the roof. It has a class all its own, and no doubt has brought bounteous profits to that particular cigarette company. Sad to say, we don't know who the artist is, but, from the texture, it seems to have lost detail from a touch up, which makes it comparatively old. 

Atkinson First

This is called “No Chicken” for obvious reasons. It was painted on the janitor's closet at the end of the hallway. It stood out, even among such murals as the Schlitz Beer Can (missing picture) on one side and the In"dino"apolous 500 on the other.

Here is a can of Schlitz, the brew that made Milwaukee famous. Enter from the courtyard, go down the right hallway, and it is on your immediate left. We infer that it was painted by Philip Rowley in 1977. 

This one was called In"dino"apolous 500. It was opposite the Shlitz Beer Can (missing picture), and it portrayed a funky juxtaposition of ancient and modern land roving objects.

Atkinson Fourth

Very appropriately placed in a kitchen, this mural shows several chefs cooking at night. David Small back painted this delicious Mickey Cake mural in 1987.

Runkle First

Like the typical MIT student, this Pawn has quite a ways to go. This beauty was painted by Valerie Ohm '92.

Runkle second

Who knows what is coming to town aboard the Mystery Train to the right of the 204 suite? The Artist is unknown, at least to us.

Runkle third

Eraser Head lived in Senior House next the 304 suite door.

Runkle fourth stairwell

These Wavy Lines have confused many an out-of-breath resident trying to enter Towers. They are a favorite when life has pooped you out in some way or another. 

Runkle fifth hallway

The Running Smoker, a fitting memorial to all smokers who make it up this high in Runkle. May we ever hear their coughing.

This is an Oriental Flower at the end of the left hand hallway. Don't feel silly if you thought it was a fancy crosshairs mechanism.

Runkle fifth stairwell

Mickey Mouse, as the Sorceror's Apprentice gives yet another impression of the MIT way of life.

Runkle sixth

This is the nice large mural at the top of the Stairwell. Most of it floats out of reach. Entitled Big Black, it gives one an interesting impression of the impact of matches on society.

An interesting mural, which I like to speculate gives a mythological account of why we have corn-on-the-cob at Steer Roast. Kind of as a token of respect for the corn's part in bring us good old meat. I call it Corny Bulls. 

The Alice in Wonderland mural. The smoke is done with lots of little fine white dots.

Holman first

Thank you Ania Mosoiu '93 for sharing your artistic talents. This is a small mural cozily tucked into what we hypothesize to be made for storing fire hoses. Whatever its intended purpose, it acts as a frame for The Sun.

Holman first stairwell

Jimmy Hendrix! This is an old mural, probably having lost some detail through touch ups. It nevertheless adequately displays the great Guitarist.

Holman second

Ah, this one is clever! It looks like a dragon, composed of a tangle of design, and it is. But what is not always obvious at first glance, is the 2! Yes, it is the first thing you see on the second floor! This is the Second Floor Dragon, painted by Ania Mosoiu '93.

An interesting sign for a bathroom door... We're not sure where it originally came from, but it's about the same size as the door, and it's mounted with screws, and we like it there.

Holman third

In the Fall of '93, Sport Death was forced to retire from its former Runkle residence, so it stealthily snuck into Holman, and has been happy here ever since!

Crafts Fourth
Dan Grodner '96, Seth Birnbaum '96, and Shannon Coen '97 were responsible for this thing of beauty, dubbed “Scaryface”.

On the same wall as the Scaryface, but with a doorway to separate them, the same people painted this gem. Dubbed “Hangoverface”, it displays an entirely different perspective on life. 
