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Letter of support for President Kornbluth  

Signed by the deans, department heads, and senior faculty leaders  
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

 
December 12, 2023 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
We write to express our unreserved support for MIT’s President Sally Kornbluth. The job of holding a 
university community together in trying times such as the present is a responsibility that all of us share 
as academic leaders and faculty members. We are grateful for the strong bonds that have been forged 
within and especially across communal lines at MIT, thanks to President Kornbluth’s support, and we 
commit to ensuring that our great diversity remains a source of our great strength. Similarly, the task of 
defending the principles of academic freedom and free expression, as expressed in the MIT statement 
adopted by the faculty in December 2022, is a responsibility that we all share.  
 
As President Kornbluth has observed, part of that responsibility includes recognizing the difference 
between what we can say and what we should say. In the words of the faculty statement, “[a]t the 
intersection of the ideal of free expression and MIT community values lies the expectation of a collegial 
and respectful learning and working environment.” Finally, the moral imperative to address the 
pernicious influences of antisemitism and Islamophobia/anti-Palestinian racism can only be undertaken 
successfully as a community. We will not allow these burdens to be carried out by one person alone. 
President Kornbluth has ably led this institution through an enormously challenging moment. We look 
forward to working with her in the years ahead to carry out MIT’s mission: “to advance knowledge and 
educate students in science, technology, and other areas of scholarship that will best serve the nation 
and the world in the 21st century.” 
 
Department Leadership 
 
Arvind 
Faculty Head of Computer Science, Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Johnson Professor of Computer Science and Engineering 
 
Steven Barrett 
Head, Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
H.N. Slater Professor in Aeronautics and Astronautics 
 
Deepto Chakrabarty 
Head, Department of Physics 
Professor of Physics 
 
Nicholas de Monchaux 
Head, Department of Architecture 
Professor, Department of Architecture 
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Elazer R. Edelman 
Director, Institute for Medical Engineering and Science 
Edward J. Poitras Professor in Medical Engineering and Science 
 
Deborah Fitzgerald 
Head, Program in Science, Technology and Society 
Leverett Howell and William King Cutten Professor of the History of Technology 
 
Ben Forget 
Head, Department of Nuclear Science and Engineering 
Korea Electric Power Professor of Nuclear Engineering 
 
Danny Fox 
Head, Department of Linguistics and Philosophy  
Anshen-Chomsky Professor in Language and Thought 
 
Malick W. Ghachem 
Head, Department of History  
Professor of History  
 
Michel Goemans 
Head, Department of Mathematics 
RSA Professor of Mathematics 
 
Jonathan Gruber 
Head, Department of Economics 
Ford Professor of Economics  
 
Paula Hammond 
Head, Department of Chemical Engineering 
Institute Professor 
 
John Hart 
Head, Department of Mechanical Engineering 
Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
 
Ali Jadbabaie 
Head, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
JR East Professor of Engineering 
 
Amy Keating 
Head, Department of Biology 
Jay A. Stein Professor of Biology 
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Eric Klopfer 
Head, Comparative Media Studies/Writing 
Professor of Comparative Media Studies/Writing 
 
Tod Machover 
Academic Head, Program in Media Arts and Sciences 
Muriel R. Cooper Professor of Music and Media 
 
Heather A. Paxson 
Head, Department of Anthropology 
William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Anthropology 
 
Noelle Selin 
Interim Director, Institute for Data, Systems, and Society (IDSS) 
Professor of Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences and IDSS 
 
Kieran Setiya 
Head, Philosophy Section  
Professor of Philosophy 
 
David Singer 
Head, Department of Political Science 
Raphael Dorman-Helen Starbuck Professor of Political Science 
 
Collin Stultz 
Co-Director, Harvard-MIT Health Sciences & Technology (HST) 
Nina T. and Robert H. Rubin Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science  
 
Rob van der Hilst 
Head, Department of Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Sciences 
Schlumberger Professor of Earth and Planetary Sciences 
 
Troy Van Voorhis 
Head, Department of Chemistry 
Haslam and Dewey Professor of Chemistry 
 
Joel Voldman 
Faculty Head of Electrical Engineering, Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Clarence J. LeBel Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
 
Chris Zegras 
Head, Department of Urban Studies and Planning  
Professor of Mobility and Urban Planning 
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School Leadership 
 
Anantha Chandrakasan 
Dean, School of Engineering 
Vannevar Bush Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
 
Michael Cusumano 
Deputy Dean, MIT Sloan School 
Sloan Management Review Professor of Management 
 
Dan Huttenlocher 
Dean, Schwarzman College of Computing 
Henry Ellis Warren Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
 
Keeril Makan 
Associate Dean, School of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences 
Head, Music and Theater Arts Section 
Michael and Sonja Koerner Music Composition Professor 
 
Nergis Mavalvala  
Dean, School of Science 
Marble Professor of Astrophysics 
 
Elsa Olivetti 
Associate Dean, School of Engineering 
Jerry McAfee Professor in Engineering 
 
Asu Ozdaglar 
Deputy Dean of Academics, Schwarzman College of Computing 
Head, Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
MathWorks Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
 
Agustin Rayo 
Kenan Sahin Dean, School of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences 
Professor of Philosophy 
 
Hashim Sarkis 
Dean, School of Architecture and Planning 
Professor of Architecture 
 
Rebecca Saxe 
Associate Dean, School of Science 
John W. Jarve Professor of Cognitive Neuroscience 
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David Schmittlein 
John C. Head III Dean, MIT Sloan School 
Professor of Marketing 
 
Maria Yang 
Deputy Dean, School of Engineering 
Gail E. Kendall Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
 
Additional Leaders 
Members of Academic Council, the Faculty Policy Committee, and Current and Past Faculty Chairs 
 
Cynthia Barnhart 
Provost  
Abraham Siegel Professor of Operations Research, MIT Sloan School 
 
Chris Bourg 
Director of Libraries 
 
Cynthia Breazeal 
Dean for Digital Learning 
Professor of Media Arts and Sciences 
 
Rick L. Danheiser 
Chair of the Faculty, 2019-2021 
A. C. Cope Professor of Chemistry 
 
Mark DiVincenzo 
Vice President and General Counsel 
 
Peter Fisher 
Vice Provost for Research Computing and Data 
Thomas A. Frank Professor of Physics 
 
Mary Fuller 
Chair of the Faculty 
Professor of Literature 
 
Amy Glasmeier 
Class of 1922 Professor of Urban Studies and Planning 
 
Stephen Graves 
Chair of the Faculty, 2001-03 
Abraham J. Siegel Professor of Management 
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Eric Grimson 
Chancellor for Academic Advancement 
Bernard Gordon Professor of Medical Engineering 
 
Steven R. Hall 
Chair of the Faculty, 2013-15  
Professor of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
 
Daniel Hastings 
Interim Institute Community and Equity Officer 
Interim Vice Provost for Faculty Advancement 
Cecil and Ida Green Professor in Education 
 
Anette (Peko) Hosoi 
Associate Chair of the Faculty  
Neil and Jane Pappalardo Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
 
Alfred Ironside 
Vice President for Communications 
 
Robert Jaffe 
Chair of the Faculty, 1993-95 
Otto and Jane Morningstar Professor of Science  
 
Alan Jasanoff 
Professor of Biological Engineering 
 
Tracie Jones-Barrett 
Deputy Institute Community and Equity Officer 
 
Thomas A. Kochan 
Chair of the Faculty, 2009-11  
George M. Bunker Professor Emeritus, MIT Sloan School  
 
Richard Lester 
Vice Provost for International Activities 
Japan Steel Industry Professor of Nuclear Science and Engineering 
 
Julie A. Lucas 
Vice President for Resource Development 
 
Elly Nedivi 
Associate Chair of the MIT Faculty  
William R. and Linda R. Young Professor of Neuroscience  
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Melissa Nobles 
Chancellor 
Class of 1922 Professor of Political Science 
 
Ronald T. Raines 
Roger and Georges Firmenich Professor of Chemistry 
 
Krishna Rajagopal 
Chair of the Faculty, 2015-17  
William A. M. Burden Professor of Physics 
 
Caroline Ross 
Interim Head, Department of Materials Science and Engineering 
Ford Professor of Engineering 
 
Glen Shor 
Executive Vice President and Treasurer 
 
Susan S. Silbey 
Chair of the Faculty, 2017-2019  
Leon and Anne Goldberg Professor of Anthropology and Sociology 
 
Ezra Zuckerman Sivan 
Alvin J. Siteman Professor of Strategy and Entrepreneurship 
 
Cecilia Stuopis 
Medical Director, MIT Medical 
 
Mriganka Sur 
Paul E. and Lilah Newton Professor of Neuroscience 
 
Tavneet Suri 
Louis E. Seley Professor of Applied Economics 
 
Lily Tsai 
Chair of the Faculty, 2021-2023  
Ford Professor of Political Science 
 
Ian Waitz 
Vice Chancellor for Undergraduate and Graduate Education 
Jerome C. Hunsaker Professor of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
 
Anne White 
Vice Provost and Associate Vice President for Research Administration 
School of Engineering Distinguished Professor of Engineering 
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Maria Zuber 
Vice President for Research  
E.A. Griswold Professor of Geophysics 


