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H dden Consequences

Scr eenpl ay by
Mat t hew Gol dst ein
FADE | N:

EXT. STATUE OF LI BERTY - N GHT

We are approaching the Statue of Liberty fromthe edge of New
York City. As the Statue gets closer, we notice nothing
novi ng about the island and there is silence except for
background noise fromthe city.

EXT. TORCH ARM - NI GHT

From above we see THE TORCH with many little noving dots on
it. Each is a TOURI ST, dressed in typical tourist attire,
but all immigrants recently naturalized. Many are new high-
tech caneras designed to work with their E-Eyes and are

t aki ng pictures of each other with the torch and New York in
t he background.

Jay, Carl, and Jen are all arrayed around the torch. Jay is
in his late 20s, short, with long hair. Carl is about the
same age, tall, with shorter hair. Jen looks a bit younger
and is quite short. Al are dressed in a |layered dark green
whi ch blends into the side of the torch. Carl and Jen have
i mpressi ve-1ooking bulges on their belts which are radios.

Each is tal king, being good tour guides for the Tourists, but
gl ancing all around nervously as if expecting sonething bad
t o happen.

CARL
Of to THE NORTH we can see the
remains of Ellis Island, formerly
t he nost popul ar point of
immgration for those who, |ike
you, cane fromabroad to this
country seeking personal betternent
and know edge to nove forward the
i deal s of our nation. After arrivi

Carl interrupts hinmself, throws his hand up into the air, and
gives a stare which freezes the tourists in place as he darts
to the side of the torch to | ook dowmn. Jay and Jen have

simlarly stopped and watching Carl follow his gaze downwar ds



JAY
Crap, Policel!l

Carl turns to Jay looking for instruction

JAY ( CONT’ D)
Find a way

Carl starts heading for the ARM ENTRANCE and as he does so,
t ouches sonething at his side, then a field envel opes himand
he di ssol ves from sight while noving.

Jen renoves a spherical itemfromher belt and places it in
the center of the torch area. A simlar field effect

envel opes everybody on the torch and while we can still see
everybody frominside, we assune they are all invisible to
t he outsi de.

Jay noves to the side of the torch, |eaning over the edge.

EXT. STATUE | SLAND GROUND THROUGH E- EYESI GHT - NI GHT

W see the ground through his E-Eyesight. E-Eyesight has an
overlay indicating zoom and a crosshair in the mddle with a
di stance indicator for the object in focus. A clock in the
top right shows that it is the mddle of the night.

On the ground, we see several POLICE VEH CLES with lights
going and officers pouring out into the statue, as well as
nore vehicles sitting enpty. One officer |eaves his vehicle
and wal ked over to a panel on the side of the base with al arm
lights going on top of it.

ALARM PANEL I N EXT. - N GHT

The panel shows sound | evels over the past hour. A threshold
i ndi cator has the |l evel passing the alarmlevel a mnute or
two prior.

JAY
So that’s what did it. W were
just alittle too loud. They used
to turn a blind eye to us. Wy are
t hey wat ching so nuch nore
carefully recently?



JEN
| don't get it either. The police
used to be here to protect us, now
they just seemto want to arrest
the traditional unofficia
tourists.

I NT. ARM CORRI DOR HEADI NG DOMN - NI GHT
Carl is running down the arnmis corridor, |ooking to see how
clear the path out is. He barrels around a corner and nearly
collides with one of three OFFI CERS, who turns suddenly and
stares right at him
I NT. ARM CORRI DOR HEADI NG UP - NI GHT
O ficer | ooks at the place Carl is standing
CFFI CER 1
I thought | heard something up that
way

O ficer points at Carl

I NT. ARM CORRI DOR HEADI NG UP THROUGH E- EYESI GHT - N GHT
Carl is invisible to the officer
OFFI CER 1

Not hi ng’ s there, though. Mist have
been imagining it

OFFI CER 2

This old statue creaks all the tinme
OFFI CER 1

kay, let’s keep heading up to the

torch

I NT. ARM CORRI DOR HEADI NG UP

The officers start heading up and Carl runs away ahead of
t hem



EXT. TORCH ARM - N GHT

The tourists are all sitting in the mddle of the torch,
huddl ed together and absolutely silent. Jay and Jen are
standing off to the side, whispering

JEN
Where's Carl? He should be back by
now to tell us how it | ooks.

JAY
Unl ess he got caught. Who knows,
he m ght be arrested and carted off
to jail as a terrorist

JEN
Ha. Ha. You know how it works -
they catch us and we get a stern
talking to but that’s all. They
know we’re not terrorists.

JAY
I know that’s how it’s supposed to
be, but things keep changi ng and
none of us can figure out why.
Let’s hope he' s okay.

I NT. ARM CORRI DOR HEADI NG UP

We are further up the corridor, Carl is running just a bit
ahead of the officers.

Carl reaches a junction. A sign pointing to the right says
“Torch - 300 steps” while a sign pointing to the left says
“Crown - 200 steps”

Carl pauses in front of the sign, waits for a second, then
goes to the left.

EXT. TORCH ARM - N GHT

Jen, Jay, and the tourists are still on the Torch as before.
Some of the tourists are shuffling a little restlessly, but
not hi ng el se has changed.

JAY
VWhere is he? He hasn’t been on the
radi o, has he?



JEN
Nope, not a peep - do you want to
ri sk sending hima nessage?

JAY
Yeah, | think we have to find out
what’ s going on. And there' s still
very little chance the police wll
notice, for all their radio
scanni ng they won't recogni ze Mrse
code as anything nore than static
and noi se.

Jen reaches for the device on her belt and starts tapping it.
W hear short bursts of static
EXT. TORCH ARM THROUGH E- EYESI GHT - NI GHT

We continue to hear short and | ong bursts of static as
letters appear in Jen’s E-EYESI GAT

CARL

EXT. TORCH ARM

Back to seeing Jen and Jay, we now notice in the background,
Carl junping up and down on the crown, waving his arns.

JAY
Hear anythi ng back? Wat’s going
on?

JEN

Not hi ng. He may be | ost

W can see Carl in the background stopping his junping and
reaching for his belt

JEN ( CONT’ D)
Oh wait, there' s sonething
EXT. TORCH ARM THROUGH E- EYESI GHT
W see letters appearing:

E-E-Y



EXT. TORCH ARM

Jen shouts and then reaches over to Jay’'s face and starts
putting her fingers on places around his right eye. As she
presses, we see |lights appearing and handl es com ng out of
his skin around the eye.

EXT. TORCH ARM THROUGH E- EYESI GHT

From Jay’s view, we see an alert saying “Enhanced Eyesi ght
Unit Renoval in Process” but the crown in the background
seens normal, with nobody on it.

The al ert goes away and so does the E-Eyesight layer. W are

now seei ng through Jay’s ‘real’ vision and he can see Carl on
the crown in the distance.

JEN

You idiot! You nmade ne risk

sendi ng a nessage just because you

forgot to use your real eyesight?

You' re one of the only peopl e who

can use their eyes and get around

the shields that keep enhanced eyes

fromseeing us. You should know

better!
Jay waves his hand at her to be quiet as he studies what Car
i s doing
EXT. CROMN - N GHT
Carl is making wild gestures, trying to convey his nessage
There are three officers
Runni ng Qui ckly
Up towards the torch

They will be there in 90 seconds

EXT. TORCH ARM - N GHT

Jay signals all of the tourists to hold absolutely still and
whi spers to Jen

Long Pause for suspense



Three officers arrive having run up the stairs. They stop in
t he doorway.

EXT. TORCH ARM THROUGH E- EYESI GHT

FromOficer 1's view, we see the torch fromthe doorway. It
| ooks just like it should - clear of any tourists.

Oficer 1 steps out onto the Torch platformand, clinging to
the edge, circles away fromJay and Jen to take a | ook at the
back side of the flane.

There is nothing there, it looks just |like the part visible
fromthe entrance.

OFFI CER 1
Not hi ng up here. But |I’msure
t hose people are around here
somewhere. W have to catch them
Let’s go back down

EXT. TORCH ARM
O ficers head back through the doorway and go away

After a while, Jay starts stirring and then talks to the
tourists

JAY
kay, they're not going to find us
up here, but they' re going to wait
around a while expecting us to cone
down, so we’ll have to find another
way. |I'msorry, it’s not supposed
to happen like this, but the police
have been cracki ng down on
tradition a lot recently and seem
determ ned to get us, and there’'s
not hing we can really do about it.

Jay turns away to talk to Jen
JAY ( CONT’ D)
So, what do we do? Just wait it
out ?

EXT. SKY OVER THE STATUE - N GHT

Hel i copters are circling the statue now, spotlights running
over the surface, |ooking for our tour.



The helicopters are circling in |ower and | ower, noving
around the statue at a cl ose di stance

EXT. TORCH ARM

Jen is |looking over the side at the ground again, to a little
ranger shack.

EXT. TORCH ARM THROUGH E- EYESI GHT

Jen zoons in to the shack, where we see several officers
talking to a man in a ranger outfit. She zoons in on his
belt where we see a clip for the sane sort of radio she
carries, but he doesn’'t have it. Instead, she zoonms out and
pans to an officer’s hand, where she zoons in and we see the
radio. The officers and the Ranger seemto be having a
conversation and aski ng about the device.

EXT. TORCH ARM

Jen turns to Jay to explain

JEN
Uh oh, they’ve got Leo
JAY
It’Il be fine. They always talk to

hi m and he never says anything

JEN
Yeah, but this time they have the
radio. They nust have heard it
goi ng when we were trying to talk
to Carl

JAY
Darn! There goes his excuse. |
guess they’' || be nore suspicious
about himnow, but I’msure he'll
be fine.

Jen turns back to | ook over the railing

EXT. TORCH ARM THROUGH E- EYESI GHT

Jen | ooks down again and this tine sees handcuffs being put
on Leo the Ranger. He’'s being taken away to one of their
cars.



EXT. TORCH ARM

JEN
They' re arresting him

JAY
No way, they wouldn’t

Jay | ooks over the railing

JAY ( CONT’ D)
Crap, you're right. This is
absurd. W' re hel ping Tourists,
not Terrorists! Okay, we have to

find a way out soon - | don't trust
themto just go away after a little
whi | e

Jen | ooks up to the air, and follows a helicopter with her
eyes. Jay watches her, and then | ooks at her |like she’'s
crazy

JAY ( CONT’ D)
Don’t even think about it! There's
no way we're going to ride a
hel i copter down

JEN
Way not? Just junp onto the bottom
two at a tine and they won’t notice
the weight if we’'re bal anced on
both sides. W can just ride until
it’ll land us in the soft crash pad
by the ranger station.

JAY
Any other tinme, 1'd say you're
crazy, but arresting us for
traditional tours is pretty crazy
too. Let’'s do it.

Jay turns back to the tourists and we see hi mexpl ai ni ng what
is going to happen. The tourists faces react first in
amazenent, then terror, and finally understanding.

EXT. SKY OVER THE STATUE

We see a helicopter at just-above-torch |evel, noving around
t he statue, approaching the torch.



10.

EXT. TORCH ARM

Jay is standing next to a tourist, perfectly spaced to junp
onto two skis of a helicopter, which we can see conming. Jen
is nearby and Jay turns to talk to her

JAY
You know, this neans we can never
do this again. 1t’s such a |ong-

standi ng tour, but the police have
changed and are out to get us.
Risking arrest just isn't worth it
to carry on with traditions.

Jen doesn’t get a chance to respond, but nods as the
hel i copt er approaches.

EXT. TORCH ARM THROUGH E- EYESI GHT

Jay | ooks up at the helicopter ski and junps as it is
overhead. H s E-Eyesight back, he can | ook down at the
ground and see projections of exactly where he would land if
he let go. He waits until the projection highlights a spot
whi ch |1 ooks really soft, then lets go and we see the ground
rushi ng up.

FADE QUT.



