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In the beginning…

• 1993: A long long time ago…
• At the faculty club far far away…
• At a rubber chicken alumni lunch…
• “Hi, my name is Dr. John Olsen and 

have you ever heard of abrasive 
waterjet machining? What do you 
do?”
• “Hi, my name is Alex Slocum and I 

design precision machine tools”
• …
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To infinity and beyond…

• “I started Flow Corporation which makes big 
machines, and I think there can be a market for 
thousands of small Bridgeport mill size waterjets…”
• “Let me show you my design…”
• ”That’s cute”
• “WHAT DO YOU MEAN CUTE?  What would you 

do?”
• ”To make a lot, need to minimize materials but lets 

let the math do the talking…”
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Throughout the class, I will present many of the “secret” details key 
to creating a robust precision product that can evolve 

from a core idea into a family of products
and a very successful company
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Epilog

Three decades have passed
Much knowledge amassed
Many machines been sold
By thinking big & BOLD!


