
Welcome to the Small Radio Telescope (SRT) 
 
 The SRT is a great resource for high schools and colleges interested in having 
their students conduct real scientific experiments.  It is a versatile and capable instrument.  
Technical information, software downloads and some lesson plans can be found at 
http://web.haystack.mit.edu/SRT/index.html   
 
 In the following 8 lessons, students learn how to operate the telescope, record and 
analyze data – all the skills they need to conduct their own investigations.  Here, the bare 
bones of the SRT are shown.  Follow the instructions on 
http://web.haystack.mit.edu/SRT/SRTexe.html to install your software.   
 
 Open up My Computer   C:\ drive    SRT folder find the SRTcatalog file that 
looks like the following 

 
Right-click on this file and open it with Notepad 



 
you should see the following code. 

 
Pay close attention to the lines: 
* SIMULATE RECEIVER 



and  
 
* SIMULATE ANTENNA 20 
 
The asterisks in front of these lines indicate that they are not read by the computer.  If, for 
some reason, either the receiver or antenna mount are not working, this computer 
program can simulate their function.  To do this, simply delete the asterisks before these 
lines.  The “20” indicates that the simulated antenna will move 20 times faster than the 
real antenna.  It is useful to simulate the antenna in order to have it test command files.  
More on that later. 


