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The 2020 general election has officially begun, and voters around the country are beginning to
receive absentee ballots. Some voters will mail their completed ballots back to election officials (ideally
by October 27, according to U.S. Postal Service Guidelines). Other voters will drop off their ballots at
secure ballot drop boxes, which many states have expanded during the COVID-19 pandemic. Still

other voters will opt to hand their ballot directly to election officials, drop it off at an early voting
center or polling place on Election Day, or even ask a family member or other agent to drop it off on
their behalf. Yet fifty states have fifty sets of rules, and different options are available to voters

depending on the election rules that govern them.
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I. Introduction

Given the complexity of America’s state-based voting laws, the Stanford-MIT Healthy Election

Project has compiled information on all 50 states (and Washington, D.C.) to help voters understand
where they can legally drop oft their ballot. Our analysis uses Secretary of State websites, other official
government documents, phone calls and emails to election officials, and local media reports to answer

the following four questions for each state:

Does the state have 24-hour ballot drop boxes available?
Can voters drop off completed ballots at all in-person early voting sites?

Can voters drop off completed ballots at all polling places on Election Day?

Can voters drop off completed ballots at other locations (including election offices, court

houses, and so on)?

For more information, please see our full analysis spreadsheet here.


https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/long-lines-and-hand-sanitizer-on-the-first-day-of-early-voting-for-general-election/2020/09/18/a87969f6-f9bf-11ea-89e3-4b9efa36dc64_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/usps-states-delayed-mail-in-ballots/2020/08/14/64bf3c3c-dcc7-11ea-8051-d5f887d73381_story.html
https://www.lawfareblog.com/rise-ballot-drop-boxes-due-coronavirus
https://healthyelections.org/
https://healthyelections.org/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kcRQsME9ksA0RIO1zZ7aZ0FTpauXHH9W5LFJVv1j618/edit?usp=sharing

II. Ballot Drop Box Availability

Ballot Drop Boxes in 2020

Drop Boxes Available In At
Least One County

. Drop Boxes Unavailable in 2020

Only eight states—Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Montana, New Mexico, Oregon
and Washington state—have explicit language about ballot drop boxes written into their laws.
However, many more states provide ballot drop boxes or otherwise permit counties and other election
officials to place ballot drop boxes for voters to use. All told, 40 states (and Washington, D.C.) will
have ballot drop boxes available in one or more locations in 2020, while just ten states will not have

drop boxes. In fact, due to the response to COVID-19, the use of ballot drop boxes during the 2020
general election will likely be the largest in American history.

HealthyElections.org: Where Can You Drop Off Your Ballot?
2



https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/vopp-table-9-ballot-drop-box-definitions-design-features-location-and-number.aspx
https://www.lawfareblog.com/rise-ballot-drop-boxes-due-coronavirus

III. Ballot Drop-Oft During Early Voting

Ballot Drop-Off During
Early Voting in 2020

"] Dropping Off Completed Ballots
is Permitted at All Early
Voling Locations

I No Early Voting or Dropping
Off Completed Ballots Is Not
Permitted in Every Early
Voling Location

|| Rules Vary by Locality

32 states (and Washington, D.C.) have an in-person early voting period and allow voters to
return completed absentee ballots at early voting locations. 15 states do not have early voting at all or
do not permit voters to drop off completed absentee ballots at early voting locations. In Texas, for
example, voters can vote early in person at many locations, but completed absentee ballots must be
returned by mail or specifically to the county clerk’s office with a valid ID. Therefore, not every early
voting location allows for completed ballots to be dropped off. Three states have varied options for
ballot drop-off, depending on locality; they are a subset of “all-mail voting” states, meaning that
mail-in ballots will be sent automatically to all registered voters in the general election. The full list of
“all-mail voting” states in 2020 include Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado,

Vermont, New Jersey, and Washington, D.C. Please see our full report for more information.
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https://www.votetexas.gov/faq/index.html
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/ballot-return-options
https://ballotpedia.org/All-mail_voting

IV. Ballot Drop-Oft at Election Day Polling Places

Ballot Drop-Off at Election Day
Polling Places in 2020

[T Ballot Drop-Off Permitted at
Election Day Polling Places

[l Ballot Drop-Off Not Permitted
at Election Day Polling Places

] "All-Mail Voting" State
(Varied Rules)

21 states (and Washington D.C.) allow voters to drop oft completed absentee ballots on
Election Day at in-person polling locations or voting centers. In some of these states—such as
California—voters can drop off completed ballots at any polling place in their county on Election Day,
and often these voters are able to avoid the usual in-person voting lines. 27 states do not permit voters
to drop off completed ballots at polling places on Election Day. Instead, in some of these states—such

as Pennsylvania—the ballots must be voided a e pollin ace and voters must use a traditiona
Pennsyl the ballot t be voided at the polling pl d vot t traditional

ballot to cast their vote. Two states, Oregon and Vermont, are the remaining “all-mail voting” states,

with varied options for Election Day ballot drop-off.
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https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-info/ways-vote
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/election/a/2020-election-pennsylvania-mail-in-person-voting-guide-20200820.html

V. Ballot Drop-Oft at Election Offices or Other Locations

Ballot Drop-Off at Election
Offices or Other Locations

Alternative Ballot Drop-Off
Locations Are Available

[ No HandDelivery of Ballots
Allowed

[ Alternative Locations Vary by
County

45 states (and Washington, D.C.) allow voters to drop oft completed absentee ballots to an
alternative location, often any time between the start of early voting (or upon receipt of the absentee
ballot) and Election Day itself. The most common alternative drop-oft location is the county’s election
office or county clerk, but other acceptable locations or include the county absentee election manager’s
office (in Alabama), the Town Clerk’s office (in Connecticut), and at a voter’s Town Hall or City Hall
(in Massachusetts), among other locations. In three states, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Tennessee,
voters are not permitted to hand-deliver completed ballots at all. In two states, Florida and Nevada,

alternative locations vary by county.

For more information about your state’s drop-oft policies, please see our full analysis

spreadsheet here.
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https://www.sos.alabama.gov/city-county-lookup/absentee-election-manager
https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Election-Services/Voter-Information/Absentee-Ballot-Process
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ele/eleabsentee/absidx.htm
https://www.whas11.com/article/news/local/kentucky-mail-in-voting-absentee-ballots-drop-off-sites-early-voting/417-06fa612a-71e4-4360-969f-c38d355e8831
https://www.sos.ms.gov/links/elections/elections_officials_center/tab2/CountyElection%20Commissioners/Election%20Commissioners%20Assoc%20of%20MS%20Final%20Make-up/Materials%20Needed/Absentee%20Ballots.pdf
https://sos.tn.gov/products/elections/absentee-voting
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kcRQsME9ksA0RIO1zZ7aZ0FTpauXHH9W5LFJVv1j618/edit?usp=sharing

