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Election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌maintain‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌administration‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌November‌ ‌2020‌ ‌general‌ ‌election‌ ‌in‌‌                         
Michigan‌ ‌was‌ ‌“the‌‌smoothest‌‌it‌‌has‌‌ever‌‌been.”‌‌The‌‌state‌‌reached‌‌record‌‌levels‌‌in‌‌overall‌‌and‌‌                               
absentee‌‌turnout,‌‌rejected‌‌record‌‌low‌‌rates‌‌of‌‌absentee‌‌ballots,‌‌and‌‌counted‌‌most‌‌of‌‌its‌‌ballots‌‌                             
earlier‌ ‌than‌ ‌expected.‌ ‌Moreover,‌ ‌fears‌ ‌of‌ ‌voter‌ ‌intimidation,‌ ‌grounded‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌recent‌‌                       
history‌ ‌of‌ ‌right-wing‌ ‌militia‌ ‌violence,‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌materialize.‌ ‌In‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌words‌ ‌of‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌State‌‌                             
Jocelyn‌ ‌Benson,‌ ‌“polling‌ ‌locations‌ ‌were‌ ‌islands‌‌of‌‌calm.”‌‌Despite‌‌these‌‌successes,‌‌controversy‌‌                       
about‌ ‌the‌ ‌fairness‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌abounded.‌ ‌Even‌ ‌before‌ ‌the‌ ‌election,‌ ‌partisans‌ ‌warned‌ ‌of‌‌                           
pervasive‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌fraud.‌ ‌These‌ ‌charges‌ ‌gained‌ ‌greater‌ ‌ammunition‌ ‌after‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌as‌‌                         
President‌ ‌Donald‌ ‌Trump’s‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Night‌ ‌lead‌ ‌faded‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌counting‌ ‌of‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌(a‌‌                           
phenomenon‌‌known‌‌as‌‌the‌‌“red‌‌mirage”‌‌followed‌‌by‌‌a‌‌“blue‌‌shift”).‌‌Despite‌‌ten‌‌failed‌‌lawsuits‌‌                             
and‌ ‌days‌ ‌of‌ ‌politicized‌ ‌legislative‌ ‌hearings,‌ ‌though,‌ ‌no‌ ‌reliable‌ ‌evidence‌ ‌of‌ ‌substantial‌ ‌fraud‌‌                         
emerged.‌ ‌Nevertheless,‌ ‌the‌ ‌post-election‌ ‌environment‌ ‌spawned‌ ‌conspiracy‌ ‌theories‌ ‌that‌‌                 
persisted‌ ‌well‌ ‌past‌ ‌the‌ ‌certification‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌vote.‌ ‌As‌ ‌a‌ ‌result,‌ ‌despite‌ ‌the‌ ‌well-run‌ ‌election,‌‌                             
confidence‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌system,‌ ‌especially‌ ‌among‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Republicans,‌ ‌eroded‌ ‌significantly.‌‌ ‌  
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I. Introduction‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Despite‌‌the‌‌coronavirus‌‌pandemic,‌‌the‌‌challenge‌‌of‌‌counting‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌in‌‌a‌‌short‌‌time‌‌frame,‌‌                             
and‌ ‌fears‌ ‌of‌ ‌potential‌ ‌violence‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌polls,‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials,‌ ‌by‌ ‌most‌ ‌measures,‌‌                           
conducted‌ ‌a‌ ‌successful‌ ‌2020‌ ‌general‌ ‌election.‌ ‌Both‌ ‌overall‌ ‌voter‌ ‌turnout‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌‌                           
mail‌ ‌votes‌ ‌reached‌ ‌historic‌ ‌highs‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌state.‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌had‌ ‌a‌ ‌head‌ ‌start‌ ‌in‌ ‌addressing‌‌                             
concerns‌ ‌surrounding‌ ‌the‌ ‌coronavirus‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌as‌‌it‌‌had‌‌expanded‌‌mail‌‌voting‌‌access‌‌to‌‌all‌‌                           
registered‌ ‌voters‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌2018‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌initiative‌ ‌that‌ ‌eliminated‌ ‌the‌ ‌need‌ ‌for‌ ‌voters‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌‌an‌‌                               
“excuse”‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌by‌‌mail.‌‌As‌‌a‌‌result,‌‌state‌‌voters‌‌entered‌‌the‌‌2020‌‌election‌‌season‌‌with‌‌full‌‌and‌‌                                   
easy‌ ‌access‌ ‌to‌ ‌mail‌ ‌voting,‌ ‌newly‌ ‌enshrined‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌constitution.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Additionally,‌‌two‌‌new‌‌sets‌‌of‌‌rules‌‌in‌‌2020‌‌reduced‌‌the‌‌rejection‌‌of‌‌mail-in‌‌ballots‌‌for‌‌signature‌‌                               
reasons.‌ ‌In‌ ‌early‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌State‌ ‌Jocelyn‌ ‌Benson‌ ‌issued‌ ‌new‌ ‌signature‌‌                         
verification‌‌‌guidance‌‌and,‌‌in‌‌October,‌‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌legislature‌‌passed‌‌‌Senate‌‌Bill‌‌0757‌‌into‌‌law.‌‌                           
The‌ ‌new‌ ‌law‌ ‌required‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌to‌ ‌notify‌ ‌voters‌ ‌who‌ ‌submitted‌ ‌defective‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌and‌‌                           
provide‌ ‌them‌‌with‌‌an‌‌opportunity‌‌to‌‌cure‌‌those‌‌defects.‌‌Consequently,‌‌even‌‌with‌‌the‌‌massive‌‌                           
increase‌ ‌in‌ ‌voter‌ ‌turnout‌ ‌and‌ ‌mail‌ ‌voting,‌ ‌the‌ ‌rejection‌ ‌rate‌ ‌of‌ ‌mail-in‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌was‌ ‌lower‌ ‌in‌‌                               
November‌ ‌2020‌ ‌than‌‌it‌‌was‌‌in‌‌both‌‌the‌‌2016‌‌general‌‌election‌‌and‌‌the‌‌2018‌‌midterm‌‌election,‌‌                               
according‌ ‌to‌ ‌‌U.S.‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Administration‌ ‌and‌ ‌Voter‌ ‌Surveys‌ ‌(EAVS)‌.‌ ‌Further,‌ ‌despite‌ ‌fears‌ ‌of‌‌                         
voter‌ ‌intimidation‌ ‌and‌ ‌election-related‌ ‌violence—fears‌ ‌that‌ ‌arose‌ ‌from‌ ‌pre-election‌ ‌incidents‌‌                   
involving‌‌violent‌‌‌right-wing‌‌militias‌‌and‌‌a‌‌state‌‌court‌‌order‌‌‌overruling‌‌a‌‌ban‌‌on‌‌guns‌‌in‌‌polling‌‌                               
locations—there‌ ‌was‌ ‌not‌ ‌a‌ ‌single‌‌report‌‌of‌‌intimidation‌‌or‌‌violence‌‌at‌‌Michigan‌‌polling‌‌places‌‌                           
on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌And‌‌despite‌‌Secretary‌‌Benson’s‌‌prediction‌‌that‌‌it‌‌would‌‌take‌‌‌several‌‌days‌‌for‌‌                             
the‌‌state‌‌to‌‌report‌‌election‌‌results,‌‌votes‌‌were‌‌counted‌‌quickly‌‌enough‌‌that‌‌the‌‌press‌‌was‌‌able‌‌                               
to‌ ‌‌call‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌‌ ‌for‌ ‌Joe‌ ‌Biden‌ ‌at‌ ‌6‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌Wednesday‌ ‌night,‌ ‌the‌ ‌day‌ ‌after‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Although‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌was‌ ‌well-executed,‌ ‌a‌ ‌cloud‌ ‌of‌ ‌conspiracy‌ ‌theories‌ ‌and‌‌unsubstantiated‌‌                       
claims‌ ‌of‌ ‌voter‌ ‌fraud‌ ‌and‌ ‌electoral‌ ‌misconduct‌ ‌hung‌ ‌over‌ ‌the‌ ‌election.‌ ‌This‌ ‌misinformation‌‌                         
sowed‌ ‌doubt‌ ‌among‌ ‌some‌ ‌voters‌‌about‌‌the‌‌legitimacy‌‌of‌‌the‌‌results.‌‌Claims‌‌of‌‌election‌‌fraud‌‌                             
gained‌ ‌traction‌ ‌as‌ ‌the‌ ‌political‌ ‌phenomenon‌ ‌dubbed‌ ‌a‌ ‌“red‌ ‌mirage”‌ ‌played‌ ‌out—a‌‌                       
phenomenon‌ ‌in‌ ‌which‌ ‌incumbent‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌President‌ ‌Donald‌ ‌J.‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌appeared‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌‌                       
winning‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌‌significant‌‌margin‌‌on‌‌election‌‌night‌‌because‌‌in-person‌‌votes‌‌were‌‌tabulated‌‌and‌‌                           
reported‌ ‌before‌ ‌mail-in‌ ‌votes.‌ ‌That‌ ‌“red”‌ ‌margin‌ ‌evaporated‌ ‌as‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌began‌‌                       
tabulating‌ ‌mail-in‌ ‌votes,‌ ‌which‌ ‌were‌ ‌cast‌ ‌predominantly‌ ‌by‌ ‌Democrats.‌ ‌Election‌ ‌fraud‌‌                     
conspiracy‌ ‌theories‌ ‌began‌ ‌to‌ ‌circulate‌ ‌on‌ ‌election‌ ‌night‌ ‌and‌ ‌were‌ ‌buoyed‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌many‌‌                           
post-election‌‌lawsuits‌‌which‌‌parroted‌‌these‌‌theories,‌‌as‌‌well‌‌as‌‌by‌‌state‌‌legislative‌‌hearings‌‌that‌‌                           
dragged‌ ‌on‌ ‌until‌ ‌December‌ ‌2.‌ ‌These‌‌lawsuits‌‌and‌‌hearings‌‌cast‌‌sufficient‌‌doubt‌‌that‌‌Detroit’s‌‌                           
Wayne‌‌County‌‌election‌‌board‌‌initially‌‌refused‌‌to‌‌certify‌‌the‌‌election‌‌results,‌‌and‌‌many‌‌‌thought‌‌                           
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the‌‌State‌‌Board‌‌of‌‌County‌‌Canvassers‌‌would‌‌do‌‌the‌‌same.‌‌Despite‌‌these‌‌bumps‌‌in‌‌the‌‌road,‌‌all‌‌                                 
lawsuits‌ ‌alleging‌ ‌election‌ ‌fraud‌ ‌failed‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌statewide‌ ‌election‌ ‌results‌ ‌were‌ ‌certified‌ ‌on‌‌                         
November‌ ‌23.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

II. Election‌ ‌Results‌ ‌and‌ ‌Turnout‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Although‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌has‌ ‌been‌ ‌traditionally‌ ‌‌known‌ ‌as‌ ‌part‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌so-called‌ ‌“blue‌ ‌wall,”‌ ‌a‌ ‌set‌ ‌of‌‌                               
reliably‌ ‌Democratic‌ ‌leaning‌ ‌midwestern‌ ‌states,‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌flipped‌ ‌in‌ ‌2016‌ ‌and‌ ‌voted‌ ‌for‌‌                         
Republican‌ ‌President‌ ‌Donald‌ ‌Trump.‌ ‌In‌ ‌November‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌however,‌ ‌the‌‌state‌‌returned‌‌to‌‌blue‌‌                         
for‌‌the‌‌presidential‌‌race‌‌and‌‌elected‌‌Democrat‌‌Joe‌‌Biden.‌‌Biden‌‌beat‌‌Trump‌‌by‌‌2.8‌‌percentage‌‌                             
points,‌ ‌or‌ ‌154,188‌ ‌total‌‌votes.‌1‌ ‌Turnout‌‌reached‌‌record‌‌highs,‌‌with‌‌over‌‌5.5‌‌million‌‌votes‌‌‌cast‌,‌‌                             
representing‌ ‌‌68%‌ ‌of‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters.‌ ‌This‌ ‌was‌ ‌up‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌2016‌ ‌general‌ ‌election‌ ‌in‌ ‌which‌‌                             
nearly‌ ‌4.9‌ ‌million‌ ‌votes‌ ‌were‌ ‌cast‌,‌ ‌representing‌ ‌65%‌ ‌of‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters.‌ ‌Of‌ ‌the‌ ‌5.5‌ ‌million‌‌                             
votes‌‌cast‌‌in‌‌November‌‌2020,‌‌almost‌‌‌3.3‌‌million‌‌were‌‌early‌‌or‌‌mail‌‌ballots,‌‌representing‌‌nearly‌‌                             
60%‌‌of‌‌all‌‌votes‌‌cast‌‌and‌‌94%‌‌of‌‌all‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌requested.‌‌This‌‌was‌‌a‌‌‌154%‌‌increase‌‌from‌‌the‌‌                                     
number‌ ‌of‌ ‌mail-in‌ ‌and‌ ‌early‌ ‌votes‌ ‌cast‌ ‌in‌ ‌2016.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Michigan‌‌held‌‌two‌‌primaries.‌‌The‌‌presidential‌‌primary‌‌was‌‌held‌‌March‌‌10,‌‌just‌‌one‌‌day‌‌before‌‌                             
the‌ ‌World‌ ‌Health‌ ‌Organization‌‌declared‌‌the‌‌coronavirus‌‌outbreak‌‌to‌‌be‌‌a‌‌global‌‌pandemic.‌‌In‌‌                           
that‌ ‌primary,‌‌2.3‌‌million‌‌Michiganders‌‌voted,‌‌of‌‌whom‌‌‌almost‌‌900,000‌‌(or‌‌39%)‌‌voted‌‌by‌‌mail,‌‌                             
up‌ ‌from‌ ‌about‌ ‌‌485,000‌‌ ‌(or‌ ‌21%)‌ ‌in‌ ‌2016.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
In‌ ‌the‌ ‌August‌ ‌2020‌ ‌primary,‌ ‌more‌ ‌than‌ ‌2.5‌ ‌million‌ ‌Michiganders‌ ‌voted‌,‌ ‌of‌ ‌whom‌ ‌1.6‌‌                           
million—almost‌ ‌two-thirds—‌voted‌ ‌by‌ ‌mail.‌ ‌Despite‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌absence‌ ‌of‌ ‌statewide‌ ‌competitive‌‌                   
elections,‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌for‌ ‌president,‌ ‌this‌ ‌was‌ ‌a‌ ‌record‌ ‌turnout‌ ‌for‌ ‌an‌ ‌August‌ ‌primary‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌79%‌‌                                 
increase‌‌from‌‌the‌‌total‌‌number‌‌of‌‌votes‌‌cast‌‌in‌‌the‌‌August‌‌primary‌‌in‌‌2016‌‌(in‌‌which‌‌‌1.4‌‌million‌‌                                   
votes‌ ‌were‌ ‌cast).‌ ‌The‌ ‌1.6‌ ‌million‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌cast‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌August‌‌2020‌‌primary‌‌also‌‌surpassed‌‌                               
Michigan's‌‌‌prior‌‌record‌‌of‌‌1.3‌‌million‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌cast‌‌in‌‌a‌‌single‌‌election,‌‌which‌‌was‌‌set‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                   
2016‌ ‌presidential‌ ‌election.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

III. Background‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Partisan‌‌division‌‌between‌‌Michigan’s‌‌executive‌‌and‌‌legislative‌‌branches‌‌made‌‌it‌‌difficult‌‌for‌‌the‌‌                         
state‌‌government‌‌to‌‌reach‌‌bipartisan‌‌consensus‌‌on‌‌how‌‌to‌‌address‌‌election‌‌challenges‌‌before‌‌                         

1 ‌The‌ ‌results‌ ‌of‌ ‌other‌ ‌contests‌ ‌are‌ ‌detailed‌‌ ‌here‌.‌‌ ‌  
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the‌ ‌November‌ ‌general‌ ‌election.‌ ‌Democrats‌ ‌controlled‌ ‌the‌ ‌executive‌ ‌branch‌ ‌and‌ ‌Republicans‌‌                     
controlled‌ ‌the‌ ‌legislature.‌ ‌The‌ ‌two‌ ‌repeatedly‌ ‌‌clashed‌ ‌over‌ ‌election‌ ‌reforms,‌ ‌as‌ ‌well‌ ‌as‌ ‌the‌‌                           
scope‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌governor’s‌ ‌executive‌ ‌power‌ ‌to‌ ‌address‌ ‌election‌ ‌issues‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌pandemic.‌‌                         
Additionally,‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌most‌ ‌populous‌‌county,‌‌Wayne‌‌County,‌‌was‌‌experiencing‌‌a‌‌deep‌‌‌racial‌‌                       
divide‌.‌ ‌The‌ ‌county,‌ ‌which‌ ‌includes‌ ‌the‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌most‌ ‌populous‌ ‌city,‌ ‌Detroit,‌ ‌was‌ ‌‌78%‌ ‌African‌‌                           
American‌,‌ ‌while‌ ‌surrounding‌ ‌areas‌ ‌were‌ ‌‌55%‌ ‌white‌ ‌and‌ ‌39%‌ ‌African‌ ‌American‌.‌ ‌Detroit‌ ‌has‌‌                         
been‌‌‌called‌‌“a‌‌boogeyman”‌‌for‌‌Republicans,‌‌who‌‌often‌‌frame‌‌their‌‌political‌‌appeals‌‌to‌‌voters‌‌as‌‌                             
the‌‌suburbs‌‌versus‌‌Detroit‌‌or‌‌as‌‌the‌‌west‌‌side‌‌of‌‌the‌‌state‌‌(which‌‌is‌‌‌79%‌‌white‌‌and‌‌14%‌‌African‌‌                                     
American‌)‌ ‌versus‌‌Detroit.‌‌This‌‌division,‌‌combined‌‌with‌‌Wayne‌‌County’s‌‌tendency‌‌to‌‌release‌‌its‌‌                         
vote‌‌count‌‌last,‌‌‌created‌‌suspicions‌‌among‌‌some‌‌in‌‌the‌‌state‌‌about‌‌the‌‌fairness‌‌of‌‌its‌‌elections‌‌                               
even‌ ‌before‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌In‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌survey‌ ‌conducted‌ ‌the‌ ‌September‌ ‌before‌ ‌the‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌‌                           
38%‌ ‌of‌ ‌voters‌ ‌rated‌ ‌their‌ ‌confidence‌ ‌level‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌conducted‌ ‌fairly‌ ‌at‌ ‌or‌‌                               
below‌‌five,‌‌on‌‌a‌‌scale‌‌of‌‌1‌‌to‌‌10.‌‌The‌‌state‌‌has‌‌also‌‌had‌‌a‌‌‌history‌‌of‌‌‌right-wing‌‌‌militia‌‌‌violence,‌‌                                       
but‌‌in‌‌2020,‌‌it‌‌culminated‌‌in‌‌a‌‌‌conspiracy‌‌to‌‌kidnap‌‌Governor‌‌Gretchen‌‌Whitmer‌‌in‌‌October‌‌and‌‌                               
overthrow‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌government.‌ ‌The‌ ‌FBI‌ ‌foiled‌ ‌the‌ ‌plot.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
In‌‌the‌‌August‌‌primary,‌‌a‌‌record‌‌‌1.6‌‌million‌‌Michigan‌‌voters‌‌cast‌‌a‌‌mail‌‌ballot,‌‌representing‌‌64%‌‌                               
of‌‌the‌‌just‌‌over‌‌‌2.5‌‌million‌‌ballots‌‌cast.‌‌That‌‌was‌‌up‌‌from‌‌the‌‌March‌‌presidential‌‌primary,‌‌when‌‌                                 
38%‌ ‌votes‌ ‌were‌ ‌cast‌ ‌vote-by-mail‌ ‌ballots,‌ ‌and‌ ‌up‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌2016‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌ ‌when‌ ‌‌26%‌‌                             
voted‌ ‌by‌ ‌mail.‌ ‌This‌ ‌surge‌ ‌supported‌ ‌expectations‌ ‌that‌ ‌record-breaking‌ ‌numbers‌ ‌of‌ ‌voters‌‌                       
would‌ ‌likely‌ ‌vote‌ ‌by‌ ‌mail‌ ‌in‌ ‌November—expectations‌ ‌that‌ ‌arose‌ ‌from‌ ‌a‌ ‌combination‌ ‌of‌‌                         
concerns‌‌about‌‌the‌‌coronavirus‌‌pandemic‌‌and‌‌a‌‌2018‌‌‌state‌‌constitutional‌‌amendment‌‌that‌‌had‌‌                         
implemented‌ ‌no-excuse‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌voting‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌state.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
In‌‌preparation‌‌for‌‌the‌‌expected‌‌increase‌‌in‌‌mail‌‌voting,‌‌Secretary‌‌of‌‌State‌‌Benson‌‌and‌‌Michigan‌‌                             
town‌‌clerks‌‌renewed‌‌‌calls‌‌for‌‌an‌‌extension‌‌of‌‌the‌‌time‌‌period‌‌prior‌‌to‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌that‌‌election‌‌                                 
officials‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌permitted‌ ‌to‌ ‌process‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots—an‌ ‌extension‌ ‌they‌ ‌had‌ ‌‌sought‌ ‌since‌‌                         
August‌ ‌2019.‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌state‌ ‌law‌ ‌at‌ ‌that‌ ‌time‌ ‌prohibited‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌from‌ ‌processing‌ ‌or‌‌                           
counting‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌prior‌‌to‌‌7‌‌a.m.‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌and‌‌also‌‌‌required‌‌poll‌‌workers,‌‌who‌‌often‌‌                                 
start‌‌work‌‌at‌‌6‌‌a.m.,‌‌to‌‌stay‌‌until‌‌all‌‌ballots‌‌were‌‌counted.‌‌Election‌‌officials‌‌‌feared‌‌that,‌‌because‌‌                                 
of‌‌the‌‌surge‌‌in‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌anticipated‌‌for‌‌November,‌‌it‌‌could‌‌take‌‌many‌‌days‌‌after‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌                                 
to‌‌process‌‌and‌‌count‌‌the‌‌mail‌‌votes.‌‌The‌‌processing‌‌and‌‌counting‌‌of‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌in‌‌Michigan‌‌is‌‌                                 
a‌‌time-consuming‌‌process,‌‌‌requiring‌‌election‌‌workers‌‌to‌‌open‌‌the‌‌ballot‌‌envelope,‌‌remove‌‌the‌‌                         
ballot‌‌from‌‌its‌‌secrecy‌‌sleeve,‌‌put‌‌the‌‌sleeve‌‌in‌‌a‌‌box,‌‌inspect‌‌the‌‌ballot‌‌for‌‌any‌‌errors,‌‌back-fold‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌creases,‌ ‌make‌ ‌sure‌ ‌the‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌number‌‌on‌‌the‌‌stub‌‌matches‌‌the‌‌number‌‌on‌‌the‌‌envelope,‌‌                               
put‌ ‌the‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌in‌ ‌stacks‌ ‌of‌ ‌10,‌ ‌and‌ ‌then‌ ‌feed‌ ‌them‌ ‌into‌ ‌tabulation‌ ‌machines.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
The‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌legislature,‌ ‌controlled‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌Party,‌ ‌took‌ ‌small‌ ‌steps‌ ‌to‌ ‌ease‌ ‌the‌‌                           
challenge‌‌of‌‌counting‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌quickly‌‌after‌‌Election‌‌Day.‌‌In‌‌October,‌‌the‌‌legislature‌‌passed‌‌a‌‌                             
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new‌ ‌law,‌ ‌‌Senate‌ ‌Bill‌ ‌757‌,‌ ‌that‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌in‌ ‌jurisdictions‌ ‌with‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌ ‌25,000‌‌                             
people‌ ‌to‌ ‌process‌‌(but‌‌not‌‌count)‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌for‌‌10‌‌hours‌‌the‌‌day‌‌before‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌just‌‌a‌‌                                   
day‌ ‌earlier‌ ‌than‌ ‌previously‌ ‌allowed.‌ ‌“Processing”‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌‌entailed‌ ‌removing‌ ‌them‌ ‌from‌ ‌their‌‌                       
outer‌ ‌envelopes‌ ‌and‌ ‌verifying‌ ‌the‌ ‌signatures‌ ‌but‌ ‌not‌ ‌removing‌ ‌the‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌from‌ ‌their‌ ‌inner‌‌                           
envelopes‌‌(sleeves).‌‌Additionally,‌‌the‌‌bill‌‌‌allowed‌‌for‌‌absentee‌‌ballot‌‌counters‌‌to‌‌work‌‌in‌‌shifts‌‌                           
to‌‌address‌‌the‌‌potential‌‌fatigue‌‌of‌‌election‌‌workers‌‌who‌‌might‌‌otherwise‌‌be‌‌counting‌‌for‌‌days‌‌                             
with‌ ‌no‌ ‌sleep.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Secretary‌ ‌Benson‌ ‌‌called‌ ‌the‌ ‌law‌ ‌a‌ ‌“step‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌right‌ ‌direction”‌ ‌but‌ ‌‌noted‌ ‌“it‌ ‌does‌ ‌not‌ ‌go‌ ‌far‌‌                                   
enough.”‌‌Some‌‌other‌‌states,‌‌such‌‌as‌‌Florida,‌‌Arizona‌‌and‌‌California,‌‌‌allowed‌‌for‌‌the‌‌processing‌‌                           
of‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌weeks‌ ‌prior‌ ‌to‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌Other‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌‌bills‌ ‌sought‌ ‌to‌ ‌extend‌ ‌the‌‌                             
pre-processing‌ ‌period‌ ‌up‌ ‌to‌ ‌seven‌ ‌extra‌ ‌days‌ ‌before‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌or‌ ‌even‌ ‌to‌ ‌allow‌ ‌early‌‌                             
counting.‌‌But‌‌these‌‌were‌‌‌not‌‌passed‌‌by‌‌Republican‌‌leadership,‌‌who‌‌said‌‌early‌‌counting‌‌would‌‌                           
create‌ ‌a‌ ‌“dangerous‌ ‌precedent”‌ ‌and‌ ‌increase‌ ‌the‌ ‌possibility‌ ‌of‌ ‌voter‌ ‌fraud‌ ‌and‌ ‌count‌ ‌leaks.‌‌                           
Secretary‌ ‌Benson‌‌‌predicted‌‌that‌‌the‌‌state‌‌would‌‌not‌‌be‌‌able‌‌to‌‌tabulate‌‌all‌‌the‌‌votes‌‌until‌‌the‌‌                                 
Friday‌‌ ‌after‌ ‌the‌ ‌election.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Michigan‌ ‌relied‌ ‌on‌ ‌both‌ ‌public‌ ‌and‌ ‌private‌ ‌funding‌‌to‌‌conduct‌‌its‌‌election.‌‌The‌‌state‌‌received‌‌                             
$11.2‌ ‌million‌ ‌in‌ ‌federal‌ ‌funding‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌Help‌ ‌America‌ ‌Vote‌ ‌Act‌ ‌(HAVA)‌,‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌‌                           
Coronavirus‌ ‌Aid,‌ ‌Relief,‌ ‌and‌ ‌Economic‌ ‌Security‌ ‌(CARES‌ ‌Act).‌ ‌The‌ ‌new‌ ‌federal‌ ‌funding‌ ‌was‌‌                         
approved‌‌to‌‌ensure‌‌the‌‌health‌‌and‌‌safety‌‌of‌‌voters‌‌and‌‌election‌‌workers‌‌during‌‌the‌‌coronavirus‌‌                             
pandemic.‌ ‌The‌ ‌state‌ ‌used‌ ‌the‌ ‌funds‌ ‌to‌ ‌work‌ ‌with‌ ‌local‌ ‌jurisdictions‌ ‌to‌ ‌hold‌ ‌the‌ ‌August‌ ‌and‌‌                               
November‌ ‌federal‌ ‌elections‌ ‌‌by‌ ‌mail‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌greatest‌ ‌extent‌ ‌possible‌.‌ ‌Additionally,‌ ‌Michigan‌‌                       
contributed‌ ‌a‌ ‌20%‌ ‌matching‌ ‌grant‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌federal‌ ‌funds,‌ ‌enabling‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌and‌ ‌localities‌ ‌to‌‌                             
spend‌ ‌$2‌ ‌million‌ ‌to‌ ‌purchase‌ ‌equipment‌ ‌for‌ ‌counting‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballots.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
The‌ ‌nonpartisan‌ ‌‌Center‌ ‌for‌ ‌Tech‌ ‌and‌ ‌Civic‌ ‌Life‌ ‌issued‌ ‌‌grants‌ ‌to‌ ‌500‌ ‌cities,‌ ‌counties,‌ ‌and‌‌                             
townships‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌fund‌ ‌election‌ ‌administration‌ ‌costs‌ ‌associated‌‌with‌‌adapting‌‌to‌‌                         
the‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌including‌ ‌new‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌drop‌ ‌boxes,‌ ‌envelopes,‌ ‌postage,‌ ‌and‌ ‌vote‌ ‌tabulators.‌‌                       
Detroit‌ ‌received‌ ‌$7.2‌ ‌million;‌ ‌‌Ann‌ ‌Arbor‌ ‌received‌ ‌$417,000;‌ ‌‌Flint‌ ‌received‌ ‌$475,625;‌ ‌‌Pontiac‌‌                       
received‌‌$405,564;‌‌and‌‌‌Muskegon‌‌received‌‌$433,580.‌‌The‌‌funding‌‌was‌‌part‌‌of‌‌a‌‌national‌‌effort‌‌                           
by‌ ‌the‌ ‌non-profit‌‌group‌‌to‌‌supplement‌‌local‌‌election‌‌funds‌‌with‌‌private‌‌funds‌‌to‌‌help‌‌election‌‌                             
officials‌ ‌address‌ ‌challenges‌ ‌of‌ ‌adapting‌ ‌elections‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌challenges‌ ‌which‌‌in‌‌many‌‌                         
cases‌‌were‌‌exacerbated‌‌by‌‌funding‌‌shortfalls.‌‌The‌‌grants‌‌were‌‌designed‌‌to‌‌‌enable‌‌local‌‌election‌‌                           
officials‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌safe‌ ‌and‌ ‌secure‌‌voting‌‌conditions‌‌during‌‌the‌‌pandemic.‌‌Most‌‌of‌‌the‌‌funds‌‌                             
were‌ ‌‌used‌ ‌to‌ ‌purchase‌ ‌personal‌ ‌protective‌ ‌equipment‌ ‌for‌ ‌voters‌ ‌and‌ ‌election‌ ‌workers,‌ ‌to‌‌                         
recruit‌ ‌and‌ ‌train‌ ‌additional‌ ‌staff,‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌improved‌ ‌security,‌ ‌to‌ ‌establish‌ ‌in-person‌ ‌polling‌‌                         
places,‌ ‌to‌ ‌process‌ ‌mail-in‌ ‌ballots,‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌emergency‌ ‌preparedness.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
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IV. Mail-In‌ ‌Voting‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

By‌‌most‌‌measures,‌‌mail‌‌voting‌‌in‌‌Michigan‌‌was‌‌a‌‌rousing‌‌success.‌‌Record‌‌numbers‌‌of‌‌Michigan‌‌                             
voters‌ ‌cast‌ ‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌(including‌‌through‌‌early‌‌voting)‌‌in‌‌the‌‌November‌‌general‌‌election.‌‌The‌‌                           
3.3‌ ‌million‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌cast‌‌constituted‌‌94%‌‌of‌‌all‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌requested‌‌and‌‌about‌‌60%‌‌of‌‌all‌‌                                 
votes‌ ‌cast.‌ ‌This‌ ‌was‌ ‌a‌ ‌154%‌ ‌increase‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌over‌ ‌the‌ ‌1.3‌ ‌million‌ ‌mail‌‌                                   
ballots‌ ‌‌cast‌ ‌in‌ ‌2016‌.‌ ‌And‌ ‌earlier‌ ‌in‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌64%‌ ‌of‌‌the‌‌‌2.5‌‌million‌‌voters‌‌cast‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌in‌‌the‌‌                                     
August‌ ‌primary,‌ ‌significantly‌ ‌higher‌ ‌than‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌26%‌ ‌of‌ ‌voters‌ ‌who‌ ‌cast‌ ‌a‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌in‌ ‌2016.‌‌                               
Despite‌‌this‌‌surge‌‌in‌‌mail‌‌and‌‌early‌‌voting,‌‌there‌‌were‌‌no‌‌reports‌‌of‌‌supply‌‌or‌‌ballot‌‌shortages,‌‌                                 
ballot‌ ‌rejections‌ ‌rates‌ ‌were‌ ‌relatively‌ ‌low,‌ ‌and‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌were‌ ‌counted‌ ‌faster‌ ‌than‌ ‌expected.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

A. Mail-in‌ ‌Voting‌ ‌Laws‌ ‌and‌ ‌Policies‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌‌infrastructure‌‌and‌‌election‌‌rules‌‌adopted‌‌before‌‌the‌‌November‌‌election‌‌prepared‌‌the‌‌state‌‌                         
well‌ ‌for‌ ‌managing‌ ‌the‌ ‌surge‌ ‌of‌ ‌mail‌ ‌and‌ ‌early‌ ‌voting‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌autumn‌ ‌resurgence‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌                               
pandemic‌‌in‌‌the‌‌state.‌‌Several‌‌key‌‌changes‌‌and‌‌policies‌‌helped‌‌the‌‌state‌‌handle‌‌the‌‌explosion‌‌                             
in‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌requested‌ ‌and‌ ‌cast‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌November‌ ‌general‌ ‌election.‌‌ ‌  
The‌ ‌first‌ ‌and‌ ‌likely‌ ‌most‌ ‌significant‌ ‌factor‌ ‌was‌ ‌the‌ ‌successful‌ ‌passage‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌November‌ ‌2018‌‌                             
ballot‌‌‌measure,‌‌Proposal‌‌3.‌‌The‌‌ballot‌‌measure‌‌‌enshrined‌‌in‌‌the‌‌state‌‌constitution‌‌the‌‌right‌‌of‌‌                             
all‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters‌ ‌to‌ ‌request‌ ‌a‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌without‌ ‌having‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌ ‌a‌‌reason.‌‌Prior‌‌to‌‌the‌‌                                 
ballot‌ ‌measure,‌ ‌voters‌ ‌were‌‌‌permitted‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌by‌‌mail‌‌only‌‌if‌‌they‌‌were‌‌60‌‌years‌‌old‌‌or‌‌older,‌‌                                   
unable‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌without‌‌someone’s‌‌help,‌‌in‌‌jail‌‌awaiting‌‌trial,‌‌a‌‌poll‌‌worker‌‌working‌‌at‌‌a‌‌different‌‌                                 
precinct‌‌than‌‌their‌‌own‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌were‌‌planning‌‌to‌‌be‌‌out‌‌of‌‌town,‌‌or‌‌unable‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌on‌‌                                     
Election‌‌Day‌‌because‌‌of‌‌a‌‌religious‌‌obligation.‌‌Proposal‌‌3‌‌also‌‌created‌‌a‌‌constitutional‌‌right‌‌for‌‌                             
voters‌ ‌to‌ ‌register‌ ‌to‌ ‌vote‌‌by‌‌mail‌‌up‌‌to‌‌‌15‌‌days‌‌prior‌‌to‌‌the‌‌election,‌‌compared‌‌with‌‌the‌‌prior‌‌                                     
30-day‌ ‌pre-election‌ ‌deadline.‌ ‌In‌ ‌practice,‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters‌ ‌in‌ ‌2020‌ ‌could‌ ‌request‌ ‌to‌ ‌have‌ ‌an‌‌                           
absentee‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌mailed‌ ‌to‌ ‌them‌ ‌until‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌Friday‌ ‌before‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌.‌ ‌Because‌ ‌this‌ ‌expanded‌‌                           
access‌ ‌to‌ ‌mail‌ ‌balloting‌ ‌was‌ ‌already‌ ‌established,‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌was‌ ‌largely‌ ‌able‌ ‌to‌ ‌avoid‌ ‌lawsuits‌‌                           
seen‌ ‌in‌ ‌so‌ ‌many‌ ‌other‌ ‌states‌ ‌that‌ ‌sought‌ ‌to‌ ‌expand‌ ‌eligibility‌ ‌to‌ ‌mail‌ ‌voting‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌‌                               
pandemic.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Proposal‌‌3‌‌also‌‌made‌‌it‌‌substantially‌‌easier‌‌for‌‌Michigan‌‌voters‌‌to‌‌register‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌generally.‌‌It‌‌                               
provided‌ ‌for‌ ‌‌automatic‌ ‌voter‌ ‌registration‌ ‌when‌ ‌eligible‌ ‌residents‌ ‌sought‌ ‌a‌ ‌driver’s‌ ‌license‌ ‌or‌‌                         
state‌‌ID‌‌card.‌‌It‌‌moved‌‌the‌‌general‌‌voter‌‌registration‌‌deadline‌‌from‌‌30‌‌days‌‌before‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌                               
to‌‌just‌‌14‌‌days‌‌before,‌‌so‌‌voters‌‌with‌‌state-issued‌‌identification‌‌could‌‌register‌‌through‌‌October‌‌                           
19‌ ‌in‌ ‌2020,‌‌including‌‌via‌‌‌online‌‌registration.‌‌And‌‌it‌‌allowed‌‌for‌‌voter‌‌registration‌‌at‌‌the‌‌voter’s‌‌                               
town‌ ‌clerk‌ ‌office‌ ‌even‌ ‌after‌ ‌October‌ ‌19,‌ ‌including‌ ‌‌same-day‌ ‌voter‌ ‌registration‌ ‌all‌ ‌the‌ ‌way‌‌                           
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https://ballotpedia.org/Michigan_Proposal_3,_Voting_Policies_in_State_Constitution_Initiative_(2018)
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633_8716_8726_47669-175878--,00.html
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through‌‌8‌‌p.m.‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day.‌‌The‌‌increase‌‌in‌‌overall‌‌turnout‌‌in‌‌November‌‌2020,‌‌facilitated‌‌by‌‌                               
these‌ ‌changes,‌ ‌also‌ ‌contributed‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌increased‌ ‌turnout‌ ‌in‌ ‌mail‌ ‌voting.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Mail‌‌voting‌‌was‌‌also‌‌made‌‌easier‌‌by‌‌Secretary‌‌Benson‌‌who,‌‌in‌‌May‌‌2020,‌sent‌‌absentee‌‌ballot‌‌                               
applications‌ ‌to‌ ‌all‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌state.‌ ‌She‌ ‌used‌ ‌‌funding‌ ‌provided‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌federal‌‌                             
government‌ ‌through‌‌the‌‌CARES‌‌Act‌‌and‌‌stated‌‌that‌‌her‌‌goal‌‌was‌‌to‌‌prevent‌‌the‌‌spread‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                 
coronavirus,‌ ‌ensuring‌ ‌“no‌ ‌Michigander‌ ‌has‌ ‌to‌ ‌choose‌ ‌between‌ ‌their‌ ‌health‌ ‌and‌ ‌their‌‌right‌‌to‌‌                           
vote.”‌ ‌The‌ ‌move‌ ‌was‌ ‌‌controversial‌.‌ ‌Two‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌candidates‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌House‌ ‌filed‌ ‌a‌‌                           
lawsuit,‌ ‌alleging‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state‌‌did‌‌not‌‌have‌‌the‌‌authority‌‌to‌‌distribute‌‌absentee‌‌ballot‌‌                             
applications.‌ ‌President‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌also‌ ‌‌criticized‌ ‌the‌ ‌policy.‌ ‌However,‌ ‌a‌ ‌Michigan‌‌state‌‌court‌‌‌held‌‌                         
that‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌had‌ ‌“clear‌‌and‌‌broad”‌‌authority‌‌to‌‌conduct‌‌such‌‌policies.‌‌The‌‌state‌‌appeals‌‌                             
court‌ went‌ ‌even‌ ‌further,‌ ‌calling‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌Benson’s‌ ‌authority‌ ‌to‌ ‌mail‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballot‌‌                       
applications‌ ‌to‌ ‌voters‌ ‌part‌ ‌of‌ ‌her‌ ‌“inherent‌ ‌authority.”‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Finally,‌‌there‌‌were‌‌fewer‌‌potential‌‌barriers‌‌to‌‌casting‌‌a‌‌mail‌‌ballot‌‌in‌‌Michigan,‌‌compared‌‌with‌‌                             
some‌‌other‌‌states.‌‌For‌‌example,‌‌Michigan‌‌‌did‌‌not‌‌require‌‌a‌‌witness‌‌signature‌‌or‌‌a‌‌copy‌‌of‌‌an‌‌ID‌‌                                   
with‌‌mail‌‌ballots.‌‌Voters‌‌could‌‌also‌‌‌submit‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌in‌‌a‌‌number‌‌of‌‌ways,‌‌including‌‌by‌‌voting‌‌                                 
early‌ ‌in‌ ‌person,‌ ‌or‌‌by‌‌mail,‌‌directly‌‌to‌‌the‌‌town‌‌clerk’s‌‌office,‌‌or‌‌to‌‌that‌‌clerk’s‌‌‌drop‌‌box‌.‌‌Clerk‌‌                                     
drop‌‌boxes‌‌were‌‌most‌‌often‌‌located‌‌outside‌‌their‌‌offices‌‌but,‌‌in‌‌some‌‌larger‌‌counties,‌‌such‌‌as‌‌                               
Wayne‌ ‌County‌,‌ ‌there‌ ‌were‌ ‌many‌ ‌drop‌ ‌box‌ ‌locations.‌ ‌Perhaps‌ ‌because‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌largely‌‌                         
decentralized‌‌nature‌‌of‌‌Michigan’s‌‌election‌‌procedures,‌‌the‌‌state‌‌did‌‌not‌‌experience‌‌significant‌‌                       
controversy‌ ‌over‌ ‌the‌ ‌location‌ ‌of‌ ‌drop‌ ‌boxes,‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌was‌ ‌seen‌ ‌‌in‌ ‌Texas‌.‌ ‌ 
Collectively,‌‌these‌‌changes‌‌and‌‌policies‌‌made‌‌it‌‌easier‌‌for‌‌Michigan‌‌residents‌‌to‌‌register‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌                             
and‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌by‌‌mail‌‌in‌‌November‌‌2020,‌‌minimizing‌‌the‌‌risk‌‌of‌‌exposure‌‌to‌‌the‌‌coronavirus‌‌and‌‌                                 
contributing‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌record-levels‌ ‌of‌ ‌mail‌ ‌voting‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌in‌ ‌2020.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

B. Signature‌ ‌Verification‌ ‌and‌ ‌Rejection‌ ‌Rates‌ ‌of‌ ‌Mail-in‌ ‌Ballots‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Mail‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌can‌ ‌be‌ ‌rejected‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌variety‌ ‌of‌ ‌reasons‌ ‌that‌ ‌are‌ ‌less‌ ‌likely‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌an‌ ‌issue‌ ‌when‌‌                                     
voting‌‌in‌‌person‌‌(such‌‌as‌‌forgetting‌‌to‌‌sign‌‌a‌‌ballot‌‌envelope,‌‌having‌‌a‌‌signature‌‌that‌‌does‌‌not‌‌                                 
match‌ ‌the‌ ‌one‌ ‌on‌ ‌file‌ ‌with‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials,‌ ‌and‌ ‌having‌ ‌the‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌arrive‌ ‌late).‌‌Some‌‌election‌‌                               
watchers‌ ‌‌worried‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌rejection‌ ‌rate‌ ‌of‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌could‌ ‌decide‌ ‌the‌ ‌outcome‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                             
Michigan‌ ‌general‌ ‌election.‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌Benson‌ ‌‌predicted‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌rejected‌‌ballots‌‌in‌‌                         
November‌ ‌could‌ ‌be‌ ‌double‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌‌rejected‌‌in‌‌the‌‌August‌‌primary‌‌(‌10,694‌‌votes)—which‌‌                         
would‌‌mean‌‌more‌‌than‌‌20,000‌‌rejected‌‌ballots.‌‌In‌‌2016,‌‌Trump‌‌had‌‌‌won‌‌Michigan‌‌by‌‌a‌‌margin‌‌                               
of‌ ‌only‌ ‌10,704‌ ‌votes.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-michigan/michigan-sends-mail-in-vote-applications-to-all-registered-voters-idUSKBN22V2VQ
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https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/michigan/2020/09/17/michigan-appeals-court-sos-bensons-mass-mailing-of-absent-ballot-applications-ok/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/michigan/2020/05/20/fact-check-michigan-is-not-sending-absentee-ballots-to-every-registered-voter/
https://apnews.com/f0e9f079c25e7db117862bde10c5d0bb
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/COA_354622_ROBERT_DAVIS_V_SECRETARY_OF_STATE_Opinion_-_Authored_-_Published_09.16.2020_702488_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_8716_8728-21037--,00.html
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/Home/VoteAtHome
https://www.michigandropbox.com/counties.html?
https://www.michigandropbox.com/dropboxes.html?county=Wayne&jurisdiction=Detroit%20City
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/us/elections/the-texas-supreme-court-upholds-the-governors-order-for-a-single-ballot-drop-box-per-county.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/rejected-mail-ballots/2020/08/23/397fbe92-db3d-11ea-809e-b8be57ba616e_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/rejected-mail-ballots/2020/08/23/397fbe92-db3d-11ea-809e-b8be57ba616e_story.html
https://healthyelections.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/michigan-110220.pdf#page=9
https://www.nytimes.com/elections/2016/results/michigan
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As‌ ‌it‌ ‌turns‌ ‌out,‌ ‌rejection‌ ‌rates‌ ‌in‌ ‌November‌ ‌2020‌ ‌were‌ ‌record-breakingly‌‌low‌‌in‌‌Michigan.‌‌Of‌‌                             
the‌ ‌3.3‌ ‌million‌ ‌mail-in‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌cast,‌ ‌0.46%‌ ‌(or‌ ‌15,302‌ ‌votes)‌ ‌were‌ ‌‌rejected‌‌in‌‌the‌‌2020‌‌general‌‌                               
election.‌ ‌By‌ ‌comparison,‌ ‌‌0.49%‌ ‌had‌ ‌been‌ ‌rejected‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌2016‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌ ‌‌0.7%‌ ‌were‌‌                           
rejected‌‌in‌‌the‌‌August‌‌2020‌‌primary,‌‌and‌‌‌0.6%‌‌were‌‌rejected‌‌in‌‌the‌‌2018‌‌midterms.‌‌In‌‌absolute‌‌                               
terms,‌ ‌however,‌ ‌due‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌increase‌ ‌in‌ ‌mail‌ ‌voting,‌ ‌about‌ ‌2.5‌ ‌times‌ ‌as‌ ‌many‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌were‌‌                               
rejected‌ ‌in‌ ‌November‌ ‌2020‌ ‌as‌ ‌compared‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌‌approximately‌‌‌6,000‌‌rejected‌‌in‌‌November‌‌                         
2016.‌ ‌Of‌ ‌the‌ ‌15,302‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌‌rejected‌ ‌in‌ ‌November‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌the‌ ‌five‌ ‌most‌ ‌common‌ ‌reasons‌ ‌for‌‌                             
rejected‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌were:‌ ‌the‌ ‌voter‌ ‌moved‌ ‌to‌ ‌a‌ ‌different‌ ‌jurisdiction‌ ‌after‌ ‌voting‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌but‌‌                           
before‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌(4,090);‌ ‌the‌ ‌voter‌ ‌died‌ ‌before‌ ‌Election‌‌Day‌‌(3,469);‌‌the‌‌mail‌‌ballot‌‌arrived‌‌                             
late‌‌(3,328);‌‌the‌‌mail‌‌ballot‌‌envelope‌‌was‌‌missing‌‌the‌‌voter’s‌‌signature‌‌(1,852);‌ ‌and,‌‌the‌‌voter’s‌‌                             
signature‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌match‌ ‌the‌ ‌signature‌ ‌on‌ ‌file‌ ‌with‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌(1,400).‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Two‌ ‌factors‌ ‌likely‌ ‌contributed‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌lower‌ ‌rejection‌ ‌rate‌ ‌for‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌in‌ ‌November‌ ‌2020.‌‌                             
First,‌‌‌in‌‌response‌‌to‌‌a‌‌federal‌‌lawsuit‌‌filed‌‌in‌‌late‌‌2019,‌‌Secretary‌‌Benson‌‌issued‌‌new‌‌signature‌‌                               
verification‌‌‌guidance‌‌in‌‌April‌‌2020,‌‌for‌‌the‌‌primary,‌‌and‌‌reissued‌‌the‌‌guidance‌‌in‌‌October‌‌2020,‌‌                             
for‌‌the‌‌general‌‌election.‌‌The‌‌new‌‌guidance‌‌created‌‌a‌‌uniform‌‌statewide‌‌standard‌‌that‌‌made‌‌it‌‌                             
harder‌‌for‌‌election‌‌officials‌‌to‌‌reject‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌for‌‌signature‌‌matching‌‌issues.‌‌In‌‌‌Priorities‌‌USA‌‌                             
v.‌‌Benson‌,‌‌‌plaintiffs‌‌alleged,‌‌among‌‌other‌‌things,‌‌that‌‌Michigan‌‌(1)‌‌lacked‌‌any‌‌statewide‌‌uniform‌‌                           
standards‌ ‌for‌ ‌reviewing‌ ‌signatures,‌ ‌resulting‌ ‌in‌ ‌counties‌ ‌using‌ ‌diverging‌ ‌criteria‌ ‌to‌ ‌verify‌‌                       
signatures,‌ ‌and‌ ‌(2)‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌lacked‌ ‌sufficient‌ ‌training‌ ‌and‌ ‌skills‌ ‌to‌ ‌reliably‌ ‌compare‌‌                         
signatures.‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌Benson’s‌ ‌‌new‌ ‌guidance‌ ‌for‌ ‌signature‌ ‌verification‌ ‌addressed‌ ‌these‌‌                   
allegations.‌ ‌This‌ ‌guidance‌ ‌instructed‌ ‌election‌‌officials‌‌statewide‌‌to‌‌presume‌‌that‌‌the‌‌intended‌‌                       
voter‌ ‌signed‌ ‌their‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌unless‌ ‌there‌ ‌were‌ ‌“multiple,‌ ‌significant,‌ ‌and‌ ‌obvious‌ ‌differences”‌‌                       
between‌ ‌signatures.‌ ‌It‌ ‌further‌ ‌‌specified‌ ‌that‌ ‌“[s]light‌ ‌dissimilarities‌ ‌[in‌ ‌a‌ ‌voter’s‌ ‌signature]‌‌                       
should‌ ‌be‌ ‌resolved‌ ‌in‌ ‌favor‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌voter‌ ‌whenever‌ ‌possible”‌ ‌and‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌presence‌ ‌of‌ ‌“any‌‌                               
redeeming‌ ‌qualities,”‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌“distinctive‌ ‌flourishes”‌ ‌and‌ ‌“more‌ ‌matching‌ ‌features‌ ‌than‌‌                     
non-matching‌ ‌features,”‌ ‌should‌ ‌render‌ ‌the‌ ‌signature‌ ‌valid.‌ ‌Additionally,‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌Benson‌‌                   
agreed‌ ‌to‌ ‌‌include‌ ‌the‌ ‌new‌ ‌signature‌ ‌verification‌ ‌standards‌ ‌in‌‌formal‌‌training‌‌provided‌‌by‌‌the‌‌                           
Michigan‌ ‌Board‌ ‌of‌ ‌Elections‌ ‌for‌ ‌newly‌ ‌elected‌ ‌or‌ ‌appointed‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials.‌ ‌During‌ ‌the‌‌                         
coronavirus‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌training‌ ‌was‌ ‌remotely‌ ‌conducted‌ ‌using‌ ‌the‌ ‌virtual‌‌Elections‌‌eLearning‌‌                     
platform.‌ ‌Despite‌ ‌the‌ ‌new‌ ‌guidance,‌ ‌the‌ ‌rejection‌ ‌rate‌ ‌actually‌ ‌‌increased‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌August‌ ‌2020‌‌                           
primary—some‌ ‌political‌ ‌observers‌ ‌have‌ ‌suggested‌ ‌there‌ ‌may‌‌not‌‌have‌‌been‌‌enough‌‌time‌‌for‌‌                         
the‌ ‌new‌ ‌guidelines‌ ‌to‌ ‌have‌ ‌been‌ ‌fully‌ ‌disseminated‌ ‌and‌ ‌implemented‌ ‌by‌ ‌that‌ ‌time.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Secretary‌ ‌Benson’s‌ ‌2020‌ ‌signature‌ ‌verification‌ ‌guidance‌ ‌has‌ ‌not‌ ‌endured.‌ ‌A‌fter‌ ‌the‌ ‌2020‌‌                       
election,‌‌a‌‌court‌‌of‌‌claims‌‌‌ruled‌‌on‌‌March‌‌9,‌‌2021,‌‌that‌‌the‌‌signature‌‌verification‌‌guidance‌‌                             
issued‌‌on‌‌October‌‌6,‌‌2020,‌‌was‌‌invalid.‌‌The‌‌court‌‌said‌‌the‌‌guidance‌‌constituted‌‌a‌‌“rule”‌‌as‌‌                               
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https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_11976-303397--,00.html
https://www.michiganradio.org/sites/michigan/files/202103/Michigan-Court-Of-Claims-Republican-Party-vs-Secretary-of-State-Jocelyn-Benson-Signature-Verification.pdf
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defined‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌Administrative‌ ‌Procedures‌ ‌Act‌ ‌(APA)‌ ‌but‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state‌ ‌had‌‌                           
issued‌ ‌it‌ ‌without‌ ‌following‌ ‌the‌ ‌formal‌ ‌rule-making‌ ‌procedures‌ ‌required‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌APA.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
A‌‌second‌‌policy‌‌that‌‌may‌‌have‌‌contributed‌‌to‌‌a‌‌lower‌‌overall‌‌rejection‌‌rate‌‌in‌‌the‌‌2020‌‌general‌‌                                 
election‌‌was‌‌a‌‌new‌‌“notice‌‌and‌‌cure”‌‌bill‌‌(‌Senate‌‌Bill‌‌0757‌)‌‌signed‌‌by‌‌Governor‌‌Whitmer‌‌into‌‌law‌‌                                 
on‌‌October‌‌7,‌‌2020.‌‌The‌‌new‌‌law‌‌required‌‌that‌‌election‌‌officials,‌‌“as‌‌soon‌‌as‌‌practicable,‌‌but‌‌in‌‌                                 
no‌‌event‌‌later‌‌than‌‌48‌‌hours‌‌after‌‌determining‌‌the‌‌signatures‌‌do‌‌not‌‌agree‌‌sufficiently‌‌or‌‌that‌‌                               
the‌ ‌signature‌ ‌is‌ ‌missing,‌ ‌or‌ ‌by‌ ‌8‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌day‌ ‌before‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌‌whichever‌‌occurs‌‌first,‌‌                                 
notify‌ ‌the‌ ‌elector‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌rejection‌ ‌by‌ ‌mail,‌ ‌telephone,‌ ‌or‌ ‌electronic‌ ‌mail.”‌ ‌Once‌ ‌a‌ ‌voter‌ ‌was‌‌                               
notified,‌ ‌the‌ ‌new‌ ‌law‌ ‌permitted‌ ‌the‌ ‌voter‌ ‌to‌‌“cure”‌‌any‌‌signature‌‌defects‌‌any‌‌time‌‌before‌‌the‌‌                               
close‌‌of‌‌the‌‌polls‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day.‌‌If‌‌a‌‌voter’s‌‌ballot‌‌envelope‌‌was‌‌missing‌‌a‌‌signature,‌‌the‌‌voter‌‌                                   
was‌‌permitted‌‌to‌‌sign‌‌the‌‌unsigned‌‌ballot‌‌envelope‌‌in‌‌person‌‌at‌‌the‌‌clerk’s‌‌office‌‌until‌‌the‌‌polls‌‌                                 
closed.‌ ‌If‌ ‌the‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌was‌ ‌rejected‌ ‌for‌ ‌signature‌ ‌mismatch,‌ ‌there‌ ‌was‌‌no‌‌official‌‌“cure”‌‌process‌‌                             
specified‌ ‌in‌ ‌law,‌ ‌but‌ ‌the‌ ‌voter‌‌could‌‌submit‌‌a‌‌written‌‌request‌‌to‌‌spoil‌‌their‌‌original‌‌ballot‌‌and‌‌                                 
receive‌ ‌a‌ ‌replacement.‌ ‌Voters‌ ‌could‌ ‌‌request‌ ‌and‌ ‌receive‌ ‌a‌ ‌new‌ ‌ballot‌‌by‌‌mail‌‌until‌‌5‌‌p.m.‌‌on‌‌                                 
October‌ ‌30,‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌and‌ ‌in‌ ‌person‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌clerk’s‌ ‌office‌ ‌until‌ ‌4‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌on‌ ‌November‌ ‌2,‌ ‌2020.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
While‌‌no‌‌direct‌‌data‌‌is‌‌publicly‌‌available‌‌on‌‌the‌‌success‌‌of‌‌the‌‌notice‌‌and‌‌cure‌‌period,‌‌the‌‌fact‌‌                                   
that‌‌over‌‌77,000‌‌ballots‌‌were‌‌‌spoiled‌‌and‌‌only‌‌15,302‌‌were‌‌rejected,‌‌provided‌‌some‌‌preliminary‌‌                           
evidence‌ ‌in‌ ‌favor‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌law’s‌‌effectiveness.‌‌Ballots‌‌could‌‌be‌‌spoiled‌‌for‌‌a‌‌number‌‌of‌‌‌reasons‌,‌‌                               
including‌‌printing‌‌errors,‌‌a‌‌voter‌‌deciding‌‌to‌‌change‌‌their‌‌vote,‌‌an‌‌absentee‌‌voter‌‌being‌‌notified‌‌                             
of‌‌a‌‌signature‌‌defect‌‌on‌‌the‌‌ballot‌‌envelope‌‌and‌‌wanting‌‌to‌‌cure‌‌the‌‌error,‌‌or‌‌a‌‌voter‌‌who‌‌has‌‌                                     
not‌‌yet‌‌received‌‌their‌‌absentee‌‌ballot‌‌going‌‌to‌‌the‌‌clerk’s‌‌office‌‌to‌‌ask‌‌for‌‌a‌‌new‌‌one‌‌in‌‌person.‌‌                                     
While‌‌these‌‌categories‌‌do‌‌not‌‌perfectly‌‌overlap,‌‌the‌‌high‌‌spoliation‌‌rate‌‌and‌‌comparatively‌‌low‌‌                           
rejection‌ ‌rate‌ ‌may‌ ‌indicate‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌notice‌ ‌and‌ ‌cure‌ ‌period‌ ‌had‌ ‌some‌ ‌effect‌ ‌in‌ ‌lowering‌ ‌the‌‌                               
overall‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌ultimately‌ ‌rejected‌ ‌for‌ ‌missing‌ ‌or‌ ‌mismatched‌ ‌signatures.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

C. Late‌ ‌Ballots‌ ‌and‌ ‌Related‌ ‌Litigation‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌‌high‌‌number‌‌of‌‌ballots‌‌rejected‌‌for‌‌late‌‌arrival‌‌in‌‌the‌‌August‌‌2020‌‌primary—‌6,405‌‌or‌‌about‌‌                               
60%‌ ‌of‌ ‌all‌ ‌rejected‌ ‌ballots‌—combined‌ ‌with‌ ‌concerns‌ ‌that‌ ‌operational‌ ‌changes‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌United‌‌                         
States‌ ‌Postal‌ ‌Service‌ ‌(USPS)‌ ‌would‌ ‌‌slow‌ ‌mail‌ ‌delivery,‌ ‌generated‌ ‌substantial‌ ‌focus‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌‌                         
receipt‌‌deadline‌‌for‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌for‌‌the‌‌November‌‌general‌‌election.‌‌Michigan‌‌state‌‌law‌‌required‌‌                           
that‌‌completed‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌be‌‌received‌‌‌by‌‌election‌‌officials‌‌by‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌not‌‌just‌‌‌postmarked‌‌                             
by‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌counted.‌ ‌In‌ ‌light‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌high‌ ‌volume‌‌of‌‌expected‌‌mail‌‌ballots,‌‌                                   
voting‌ ‌rights‌ ‌advocates‌ ‌feared‌ ‌a‌ ‌large‌‌number‌‌of‌‌mail‌‌ballots‌‌in‌‌November‌‌would‌‌be‌‌rejected‌‌                             
for‌ ‌lateness.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
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http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2019-2020/billconcurred/Senate/pdf/2020-SCB-0757.pdf#page=28
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(v0kmwrvq1xbsvxn3kfoysz4z))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-168-765b
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/11/03/michigan-spoiled-ballots-election/6145212002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/11/03/michigan-spoiled-ballots-election/6145212002/
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127--536848--rss,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127--536848--rss,00.html
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/michigan-us-representatives-denounce-postmaster-general-potus-over-mail-slowdowns
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In‌ ‌two‌ ‌unsuccessful‌‌lawsuits,‌‌plaintiffs‌‌tried‌‌to‌‌obtain‌‌an‌‌extension‌‌to‌‌the‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌receipt‌‌                             
deadline.‌ ‌First,‌ ‌in‌ ‌‌League‌ ‌of‌ ‌Women‌ ‌Voters‌ ‌of‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌v.‌ ‌Benson‌,‌ ‌plaintiffs‌ ‌unsuccessfully‌‌                         
petitioned‌‌a‌‌three-judge‌‌panel‌‌of‌‌the‌‌‌Michigan‌‌Court‌‌of‌‌Appeals‌‌(which‌‌has‌‌original‌‌jurisdiction‌‌                           
under‌ ‌‌state‌ ‌law‌)‌ ‌to‌ ‌order‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state‌ ‌to‌ ‌accept‌‌ballots‌‌‌postmarked‌‌by‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌                               
asserting‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌‌receipt‌‌deadline‌‌violates‌‌the‌‌state’s‌‌constitutional‌‌right‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌                           
by‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌without‌ ‌stating‌ ‌a‌ ‌reason.‌ ‌The‌ ‌appeals‌ ‌court‌ ‌‌disagreed‌,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌‌                           
Supreme‌‌Court‌‌‌denied‌‌plaintiffs‌‌leave‌‌to‌‌appeal.‌‌Then,‌‌in‌‌‌Michigan‌‌Alliance‌‌for‌‌Retired‌‌Americans‌‌                           
v.‌‌Benson‌,‌‌plaintiffs‌‌initially‌‌succeeded‌‌when,‌‌on‌‌September‌‌18,‌‌a‌‌Michigan‌‌state‌‌court‌‌‌granted‌‌                           
their‌ ‌request‌ ‌to‌ ‌enjoin‌ ‌enforcement‌ ‌of‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌receipt‌ ‌deadline.‌ ‌The‌‌                         
court‌ ‌held‌ ‌that,‌ ‌“as‌ ‌applied‌ ‌to‌ ‌plaintiffs‌ ‌under‌ ‌the‌ ‌facts‌ ‌and‌ ‌evidence‌ ‌presented...the‌ ‌ballot‌‌                           
receipt‌ ‌deadline‌ ‌violates‌ ‌plaintiffs’‌ ‌constitutional‌ ‌rights”‌ ‌under‌ ‌Article‌ ‌II,‌ ‌Section‌ ‌4‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                         
Michigan‌‌Constitution.‌‌It‌‌ruled‌‌that‌‌an‌‌“absent‌‌voter‌‌ballot‌‌that‌‌is‌‌postmarked‌‌by‌‌no‌‌later‌‌than‌‌                               
November‌ ‌2,‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌and‌ ‌received‌ ‌within‌ ‌14‌ ‌days‌ ‌after‌ ‌the‌ ‌election,‌ ‌is‌ ‌eligible‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌counted.”‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
On‌‌October‌‌16,‌‌however,‌‌well‌‌after‌‌mail‌‌voting‌‌materials‌‌and‌‌instructions‌‌had‌‌been‌‌‌printed‌‌and‌‌                             
mailed‌ ‌to‌ ‌voters,‌ ‌a‌ ‌different‌‌three-judge‌‌panel‌‌of‌‌the‌‌state‌‌appeals‌‌court‌‌‌reversed‌‌that‌‌ruling,‌‌                             
holding‌ ‌that,‌ ‌under‌ ‌‌League‌ ‌of‌ ‌Women‌ ‌Voters‌ ‌of‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌v.‌ ‌Benson‌,‌ ‌it‌ ‌was‌ ‌constitutional‌ ‌to‌‌                             
require‌‌ballots‌‌to‌‌be‌‌received‌‌by‌‌the‌‌close‌‌of‌‌polls‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌be‌‌counted.‌‌This‌‌                                     
late‌‌reversal‌‌required‌‌election‌‌officials‌‌and‌‌voting‌‌rights‌‌advocates‌‌to‌‌scramble‌‌to‌‌publicize‌‌the‌‌                           
new‌ ‌rules,‌ ‌so‌ ‌voters‌ ‌would‌‌not‌‌rely‌‌on‌‌earlier-published‌‌voter‌‌information‌‌indicating‌‌the‌‌later‌‌                           
deadline.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
In‌ ‌the‌ ‌end,‌ ‌operational‌ ‌slowdowns‌‌of‌‌the‌‌USPS‌‌prior‌‌to‌‌the‌‌election‌‌did‌‌not‌‌result‌‌in‌‌as‌‌many‌‌                                   
late-arriving‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌as‌ ‌some‌ ‌had‌ ‌feared‌ ‌and‌ ‌expected.‌ ‌But‌ ‌the‌ ‌USPS‌ ‌changes‌‌and‌‌delays‌‌did‌‌                             
prompt‌ ‌at‌ ‌least‌ ‌three‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌involving‌ ‌Michigan.‌ ‌Over‌ ‌the‌ ‌summer,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌attorney‌‌                         
general‌ ‌joined‌ ‌other‌ ‌states‌ ‌in‌‌a‌‌federal‌‌‌lawsuit‌‌against‌‌the‌‌USPS,‌‌alleging‌‌that‌‌the‌‌operational‌‌                             
changes‌‌violated‌‌the‌‌Postal‌‌Reorganization‌‌Act‌‌and‌‌the‌‌U.S.‌‌Constitution.‌‌The‌‌weekend‌‌before‌‌                         
Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌a‌ ‌federal‌ ‌court‌ ‌‌ordered‌ ‌the‌ ‌USPS‌ ‌to‌ ‌accelerate‌ ‌election‌ ‌mail‌ ‌delivery‌ ‌in‌ ‌Detroit‌‌                             
and‌‌in‌‌Lakeland,‌‌Wisconsin.‌‌And‌‌finally,‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌itself,‌‌in‌‌response‌‌to‌‌data‌‌‌showing‌‌that‌‌                               
the‌ ‌USPS‌ ‌was‌ ‌in‌ ‌possession‌ ‌of‌ ‌300,000‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌nationwide‌ ‌that‌ ‌had‌ ‌been‌ ‌scanned‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌‌                             
USPS’s‌ ‌processing‌ ‌system‌ ‌but‌ ‌not‌‌delivered‌‌to‌‌their‌‌elections‌‌office‌‌destinations,‌‌a‌‌number‌‌of‌‌                           
nonprofits,‌ ‌including‌ ‌Vote‌ ‌Forward,‌ ‌‌filed‌ ‌a‌ ‌lawsuit‌ ‌seeking‌ ‌an‌ ‌injunction‌ ‌that‌ ‌would‌ ‌require‌‌                         
USPS‌‌inspectors‌‌to‌‌scour‌‌facilities‌‌across‌‌the‌‌country,‌‌including‌‌Detroit‌‌facilities,‌‌for‌‌undelivered‌‌                         
ballots.‌ ‌The‌ ‌court‌ ‌‌granted‌ ‌the‌ ‌injunction‌ ‌for‌ ‌various‌ ‌USPS‌ ‌facilities‌ ‌in‌ ‌Detroit.‌ ‌But‌ ‌the‌ ‌USPS‌‌                             
failed‌ ‌to‌ ‌comply‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌judge’s‌ ‌order‌ ‌and‌ ‌said‌ ‌that‌ ‌compliance‌ ‌would‌ ‌have‌ ‌interrupted‌‌                           
Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌processes‌ ‌and‌ ‌was‌ ‌not‌ ‌feasible‌ ‌given‌ ‌the‌ ‌small‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌inspectors‌ ‌at‌ ‌each‌‌                             
facility.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
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https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2020/11/03/usps-fails-search-mail-ballots/6151663002/
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While‌ ‌some‌ ‌were‌ ‌alarmed‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌USPS’s‌‌failure‌‌to‌‌comply,‌‌in‌‌the‌‌end,‌‌only‌‌‌3,328‌‌ballots‌‌were‌‌                                 
ultimately‌ ‌rejected‌ ‌statewide‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌for‌ ‌arriving‌ ‌late—about‌ ‌half‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌ ‌(‌6,405‌‌                       
ballots‌)‌‌rejected‌‌for‌‌lateness‌‌in‌‌the‌‌August‌‌2020‌‌primary.‌‌Perhaps‌‌the‌‌publicity‌‌around‌‌the‌‌USPS‌‌                             
mail‌‌delays‌‌and‌‌the‌‌educational‌‌campaigns‌‌conducted‌‌by‌‌the‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state’s‌‌office,‌‌its‌‌voter‌‌                             
education‌ ‌partners‌ ‌and‌ ‌more‌ ‌than‌ ‌100‌‌nonprofit‌‌organizations,‌‌discussed‌‌below,‌‌successfully‌‌                     
encouraged‌‌voters‌‌to‌‌either‌‌mail‌‌their‌‌ballots‌‌early‌‌or‌‌drop‌‌them‌‌off‌‌in‌‌person‌‌or‌‌at‌‌ballot‌‌drop‌‌                                   
boxes.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

D. Accessibility‌ ‌of‌ ‌Mail-In‌ ‌Ballots‌ ‌ 
‌ 

In‌‌response‌‌to‌‌a‌‌lawsuit,‌‌‌Powell‌‌v.‌‌Benson‌,‌‌Michigan‌‌‌entered‌‌into‌‌a‌‌consent‌‌decree‌‌to‌‌implement‌‌                               
a‌‌Remote‌‌Accessible‌‌Vote-By-Mail‌‌(RAVBM)‌‌system‌‌to‌‌enable‌‌voters‌‌with‌‌disabilities‌‌that‌‌make‌‌it‌‌                           
hard‌ ‌or‌ ‌impossible‌ ‌to‌ ‌read‌ ‌or‌ ‌use‌ ‌printed‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌(such‌ ‌as‌ ‌perceptual,‌ ‌physical,‌ ‌or‌ ‌visual‌‌                             
disabilities)‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌absentee‌‌in‌‌the‌‌November‌‌general‌‌election.‌‌This‌‌system‌‌‌allowed‌‌such‌‌voters‌                           
to‌ ‌be‌ ‌sent‌ ‌electronic‌ ‌ballots.‌ ‌The‌ ‌consent‌ ‌decree‌ ‌also‌ ‌provided‌ ‌for‌ ‌training‌ ‌of‌ ‌town‌‌clerks‌‌to‌‌                               
familiarize‌ ‌them‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌RAVBM‌ ‌system‌ ‌and‌ ‌required‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌Benson’s‌ ‌office‌ ‌to‌ ‌provide‌‌                         
plaintiffs‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌report‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌effectiveness‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌program‌ ‌within‌ ‌90‌ ‌days‌ ‌of‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

V. In-Person‌ ‌Voting‌ ‌ 
‌  ‌ 

Despite‌‌the‌‌coronavirus‌‌pandemic,‌‌approximately‌‌2.24‌‌million‌‌Michigan‌‌voters‌‌cast‌‌their‌‌ballots‌‌                       
in‌‌person,‌‌representing‌‌more‌‌than‌‌40%‌‌of‌‌all‌‌votes.‌‌This‌‌percentage‌‌was‌‌down‌‌from‌74%‌‌‌who‌‌                               
voted‌‌in‌‌person‌‌in‌‌the‌‌2016‌‌presidential‌‌election.‌‌The‌‌state‌‌faced‌‌the‌‌challenge‌‌of‌‌administering‌‌                             
in-person‌ ‌voting‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌a‌ ‌challenge‌ ‌particularly‌ ‌daunting‌ ‌in‌ ‌light‌‌of‌‌Michigan’s‌‌                         
highly‌ ‌decentralized‌ ‌election‌ ‌system.‌ ‌Elections‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌were‌ ‌administered‌ ‌by‌ ‌83‌ ‌county‌‌                       
clerks,‌ ‌280‌ ‌city‌ ‌clerks,‌ ‌and‌ ‌1,240‌ ‌township‌ ‌clerks,‌ ‌making‌ ‌it‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌most‌ ‌decentralized‌ ‌elections‌‌                           
system‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌nation‌,‌ ‌according‌ ‌to‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Despite‌ ‌the‌ ‌challenges,‌ ‌reports‌ ‌indicated‌ ‌that‌ ‌in-person‌ ‌voting‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌general‌ ‌election‌ ‌went‌‌                         
smoothly‌,‌ ‌by‌ ‌most‌ ‌measures.‌‌In‌‌contrast‌‌to‌‌the‌‌August‌‌primary,‌‌during‌‌which‌‌multiple‌‌polling‌‌                           
locations‌ ‌in‌‌Detroit‌‌and‌‌Flint‌‌‌opened‌‌late‌‌when‌‌some‌‌poll‌‌workers‌‌failed‌‌to‌‌show‌‌up,‌‌likely‌‌for‌‌                                 
fear‌‌of‌‌exposure‌‌to‌‌the‌‌coronavirus‌‌,‌‌there‌‌were‌‌no‌‌reports‌‌of‌‌problems‌‌and‌‌delays‌‌due‌‌to‌‌poll‌‌                                   
worker‌‌shortages‌‌in‌‌November.‌‌Additionally,‌‌there‌‌were‌‌no‌‌reports‌‌of‌‌shortages‌‌of‌‌sanitizer‌‌or‌‌                           
other‌ ‌cleaning‌ ‌materials.‌ ‌And‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌surprise‌ ‌of‌ ‌many,‌ ‌there‌ ‌were‌ ‌no‌ ‌reports‌ ‌of‌ ‌voter‌‌                             
intimidation‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌polls‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌About‌ ‌‌24,000‌‌citizens‌‌in‌‌the‌‌state‌‌registered‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌                               
and‌ ‌then‌ ‌voted‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌On‌ ‌November‌ ‌4,‌ ‌‌Secretary‌ ‌Benson‌ ‌delivered‌ ‌an‌ ‌address‌ ‌in‌‌                             
which‌ ‌she‌‌characterized‌‌in-person‌‌voting‌‌as‌‌“exceptionally‌‌smooth”‌‌and‌‌said‌‌“polling‌‌locations‌‌                       
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were‌ ‌islands‌ ‌of‌ ‌calm.”‌ ‌State‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌seemed‌ ‌to‌ ‌agree‌ ‌that‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌was‌ ‌“the‌‌                             
smoothest‌‌ ‌it‌ ‌had‌ ‌ever‌ ‌been.”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
There‌‌were‌‌reports‌‌of‌‌‌long‌‌lines‌‌in‌‌a‌‌few‌‌counties‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day.‌‌One‌‌polling‌‌place‌‌in‌‌Detroit‌‌                                   
was‌ ‌reported‌ ‌to‌ ‌have‌ ‌had‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌line‌ ‌of‌ ‌about‌ ‌70‌ ‌people‌ ‌before‌ ‌its‌ ‌doors‌ ‌were‌ ‌opened.‌ ‌In‌‌                                 
Williamstown,‌ ‌voters‌ ‌‌reported‌ ‌waiting‌ ‌two‌ ‌hours‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌end‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌day.‌ ‌Some‌ ‌Dearborn‌‌                           
residents‌‌reported‌‌waiting‌‌in‌‌‌line‌‌for‌‌two‌‌hours.‌‌And‌‌in‌‌Paw‌‌Paw‌‌Township,‌‌there‌‌was‌‌still‌‌a‌‌‌line‌‌                                   
outside‌ ‌the‌ ‌polling‌ ‌place‌ ‌at‌ ‌10‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌These‌ ‌instances‌ ‌appear‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌exceptions.‌‌ ‌  
In‌‌general,‌‌the‌‌high‌‌percentage‌‌of‌‌mail-in‌‌and‌‌early‌‌voting‌‌via‌‌absentee‌‌ballot‌‌this‌‌year‌‌helped‌‌                               
to‌ ‌‌spread‌ ‌out‌ ‌the‌ ‌voting‌ ‌and‌ ‌reduce‌ ‌crowds‌ ‌at‌ ‌polling‌ ‌places‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌as‌ ‌‌planned‌.‌‌                               
Voters‌ ‌could‌ ‌vote‌ ‌‌early‌ ‌in-person‌ ‌at‌ ‌their‌ ‌local‌ ‌clerk’s‌ ‌office‌ ‌starting‌ ‌on‌ ‌September‌ ‌24,‌ ‌2020.‌‌                             
This‌ ‌was‌ ‌the‌ ‌state's‌ ‌‌first‌ ‌general‌ ‌election‌ ‌in‌ ‌which‌ ‌voters‌ ‌could‌ ‌vote‌ ‌early‌ ‌with‌ ‌an‌ ‌absentee‌‌                               
ballot‌ ‌without‌ ‌needing‌ ‌an‌ ‌excuse.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Many‌‌other‌‌factors,‌‌resulting‌‌from‌‌the‌‌planning‌‌and‌‌hard‌‌work‌‌of‌‌local‌‌election‌‌officials‌‌and‌‌poll‌                               
workers,‌‌contributed‌‌to‌‌the‌‌safe‌‌and‌‌successful‌‌execution‌‌of‌‌in-person‌‌voting‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day.‌‌                           
Important‌ ‌factors‌ ‌included‌ ‌successful‌ ‌poll‌ ‌worker‌ ‌recruitment‌ ‌initiatives,‌ ‌adequate‌ ‌safety‌‌                   
precautions‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌‌polls,‌‌private‌‌election‌‌funding,‌‌and‌‌private-public‌‌partnerships.‌‌In‌‌response‌‌                       
to‌ ‌the‌‌August‌‌primary’s‌‌poll‌‌worker‌‌shortages,‌‌state‌‌and‌‌local‌‌election‌‌officials,‌‌as‌‌well‌‌as‌‌civic‌‌                               
organizations,‌ ‌mobilized‌ ‌to‌ ‌recruit‌ ‌and‌ ‌train‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌general‌ ‌election.‌ ‌Secretary‌‌                         
Benson‌ ‌‌rolled‌ ‌out‌ ‌Democracy‌ ‌MVP,‌ ‌a‌ ‌poll‌ ‌worker‌ ‌recruitment‌ ‌program,‌ ‌aimed‌ ‌at‌ ‌recruiting‌‌                         
young‌‌people‌‌in‌‌particular,‌‌as‌‌they‌‌were‌‌less‌‌likely‌‌to‌‌develop‌‌complications‌‌from‌‌exposure‌‌to‌‌                             
the‌ ‌coronavirus.‌ ‌Over‌ ‌30,000‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌‌signed‌ ‌up‌ ‌through‌ ‌this‌ ‌program.‌ ‌Outside‌ ‌groups,‌‌                         
such‌‌as‌‌Power‌‌the‌‌Polls‌,‌‌in‌‌partnership‌‌with‌‌the‌‌League‌‌of‌‌Conservation‌‌Voters,‌‌recruited‌‌tens‌‌                             
of‌ ‌thousands‌ ‌of‌ ‌potential‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌through‌ ‌coalitions‌ ‌with‌ ‌businesses,‌ ‌social‌ ‌media‌‌                       
platforms,‌ ‌and‌ ‌local‌‌stakeholders.‌‌Detroit‌‌alone‌‌trained‌‌and‌‌hired‌‌almost‌‌‌10,000‌‌poll‌‌workers,‌‌                         
aided‌‌in‌‌part‌‌by‌‌the‌‌$7.2‌‌million‌‌in‌‌grants‌‌from‌‌the‌‌‌Center‌‌for‌‌Tech‌‌and‌‌Civic‌‌Life‌‌that‌‌enabled‌‌                                     
the‌‌city‌‌to‌‌‌increase‌‌poll‌‌worker‌‌pay‌‌from‌‌$175‌‌per‌‌day‌‌to‌‌$500‌‌per‌‌day.‌‌Secretary‌‌Benson‌‌lined‌‌                                   
up‌ ‌a‌ ‌small‌ ‌army‌ ‌of‌ ‌1,500‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌in‌ ‌reserve‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌‌ready‌ ‌if‌ ‌any‌ ‌issues‌ ‌were‌ ‌to‌ ‌arise‌ ‌on‌‌                                       
Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌but‌ ‌no‌ ‌poll‌ ‌worker‌ ‌shortages‌ ‌were‌ ‌reported.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Secretary‌ ‌Benson‌ ‌rolled‌ ‌out‌ ‌a‌ ‌comprehensive‌ ‌online‌ ‌training‌ ‌‌program‌ ‌for‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌to‌‌                         
supplement‌‌decentralized‌‌training‌‌provided‌‌by‌‌town‌‌clerks.‌‌This‌‌‌instruction‌‌covered‌‌a‌‌range‌‌of‌‌                         
topics,‌‌from‌‌COVID-19‌‌safety‌‌to‌‌assisting‌‌voters‌‌and‌‌the‌‌rules‌‌governing‌‌the‌‌conduct‌‌of‌‌official‌‌                             
poll‌ ‌challengers.‌ ‌Poll‌ ‌worker‌ ‌training‌ ‌was‌ ‌particularly‌ ‌important‌ ‌for‌ ‌November,‌ ‌in‌‌light‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                           
high‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌first-time‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌who‌ ‌lacked‌ ‌experience‌ ‌handling‌ ‌various‌ ‌voting‌‌                       
complexities.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
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In‌ ‌an‌ ‌effort‌ ‌to‌ ‌keep‌ ‌polling‌ ‌places‌ ‌safe‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌voters‌ ‌who‌ ‌had‌ ‌COVID-19‌‌                             
symptoms‌ ‌but‌ ‌had‌ ‌not‌ ‌voted‌ ‌by‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌were‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌to‌ ‌obtain‌ ‌“‌emergency‌ ‌absentee‌‌                           
ballots‌”‌ ‌in‌ ‌order‌‌to‌‌avoid‌‌exposing‌‌others.‌‌Additionally,‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌persons‌‌with‌‌physical‌‌                           
disabilities‌ ‌not‌ ‌otherwise‌ ‌accommodated‌ ‌and‌ ‌those‌ ‌experiencing‌ ‌COVID-19‌ ‌symptoms‌ ‌were‌‌                   
permitted‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌curbside‌‌(i.e.,‌‌from‌‌their‌‌cars).‌‌Poll‌‌workers‌‌in‌‌Detroit‌‌were‌‌‌required‌‌to‌‌submit‌‌                               
a‌ ‌negative‌ ‌coronavirus‌ ‌test‌ ‌before‌ ‌reporting‌ ‌to‌ ‌work.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Masks‌‌at‌‌polling‌‌places‌‌were‌‌“strongly‌‌encouraged”‌‌but‌‌not‌‌required.‌‌Governor‌‌Whitmer‌‌signed‌‌                         
an‌ ‌‌executive‌ ‌order‌ ‌on‌ ‌July‌ ‌17,‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌that‌ ‌mandated‌ ‌the‌ ‌wearing‌ ‌of‌ ‌masks‌ ‌in‌ ‌indoor‌ ‌public‌‌                               
spaces‌ ‌generally‌ ‌but‌ ‌exempted‌ ‌individuals‌ ‌“at‌ ‌a‌ ‌polling‌ ‌place‌ ‌for‌ ‌purposes‌ ‌of‌ ‌voting‌ ‌in‌ ‌an‌‌                             
election.”‌‌The‌‌governor‌‌‌reportedly‌‌exempted‌‌voting‌‌from‌‌the‌‌mask‌‌requirement‌‌because‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                         
“constitutional‌ ‌questions”‌ ‌involved‌ ‌in‌ ‌barring‌ ‌a‌ ‌qualified‌ ‌resident‌ ‌from‌ ‌casting‌ ‌a‌ ‌ballot.‌ ‌The‌‌                         
executive‌ ‌order‌ ‌did,‌ ‌however,‌ ‌“strongly‌ ‌encourage”‌ ‌voters‌ ‌to‌ ‌wear‌ ‌masks‌ ‌while‌ ‌voting.‌‌                       
Moreover,‌ ‌on‌ ‌October‌ ‌2,‌‌2020,‌‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌Supreme‌‌Court‌‌‌ruled‌‌that‌‌Governor‌‌Whitmer‌‌did‌‌                           
not‌‌have‌‌authority‌‌to‌‌issue‌‌pandemic-related‌‌executive‌‌orders‌‌that‌‌were‌‌in‌‌effect‌‌past‌‌April‌‌30,‌‌                             
2020—the‌ ‌date‌ ‌past‌‌which‌‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌legislature‌‌denied‌‌extending‌‌emergency‌‌and‌‌disaster‌‌                       
declarations.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Despite‌ ‌the‌ ‌lack‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌‌mask‌‌requirement,‌‌there‌‌were‌‌no‌‌reports‌‌of‌‌Michigan‌‌voters‌‌refusing‌‌to‌‌                               
wear‌ ‌masks‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌polls‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌There‌ ‌was‌ ‌an‌ ‌incident‌ ‌during‌ ‌the‌ ‌vote-counting‌‌                             
process,‌ ‌in‌ ‌which‌ ‌two‌‌poll‌‌challengers‌‌‌refused‌‌to‌‌wear‌‌masks‌‌properly‌‌at‌‌Detroit’s‌‌TCF‌‌Center‌‌                             
during‌ ‌the‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌vote‌ ‌counting‌ ‌process.‌ ‌They‌ ‌were‌ ‌ejected‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌building.‌ ‌For‌ ‌the‌‌                           
November‌ ‌2020‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌ ‌pursuant‌ ‌to‌ ‌an‌ ‌October‌ ‌9,‌ ‌2020,‌ ‌Emergency‌ ‌Order‌ ‌of‌‌                         
Michigan‌‌Department‌‌of‌‌Health‌‌and‌‌Human‌‌Services,‌‌all‌‌election‌‌challengers‌‌and‌‌poll‌‌watchers‌‌                         
were‌ ‌‌required‌‌ ‌to‌ ‌wear‌ ‌a‌ ‌face‌ ‌covering‌ ‌over‌ ‌their‌ ‌nose‌ ‌and‌ ‌mouth‌ ‌when‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌polling‌ ‌location.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Local‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌took‌ ‌measures‌ ‌to‌ ‌address‌ ‌pandemic-related‌ ‌health‌ ‌risks‌ ‌for‌ ‌in-person‌‌                       
voters‌ ‌and‌‌poll‌‌workers‌‌at‌‌polling‌‌locations.‌‌Safety‌‌precautions‌‌‌included‌‌using‌‌stickers‌‌six‌‌feet‌‌                           
apart‌ ‌to‌ ‌enforce‌ ‌social‌ ‌distancing,‌ ‌making‌ ‌hand‌ ‌sanitizer‌ ‌available‌ ‌at‌ ‌entrances,‌ ‌providing‌‌                       
masks‌ ‌to‌ ‌voters‌ ‌who‌ ‌had‌ ‌none,‌ ‌sanitizing‌ ‌pens‌ ‌and‌ ‌surfaces‌ ‌after‌ ‌each‌ ‌use,‌ ‌requiring‌ ‌poll‌‌                             
workers‌‌to‌‌wear‌‌masks,‌‌and,‌‌in‌‌some‌‌jurisdictions,‌‌placing‌‌plastic‌‌barriers‌‌between‌‌poll‌‌workers‌‌                           
and‌ ‌voters.‌ ‌Poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌in‌ ‌Detroit‌ ‌were‌ ‌required‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌‌tested‌ ‌before‌ ‌working‌ ‌and‌ ‌were‌‌                             
encouraged‌ ‌to‌ ‌stay‌ ‌home‌ ‌if‌ ‌they‌ ‌had‌ ‌any‌ ‌symptoms‌ ‌of‌ ‌illness.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
All‌‌the‌‌health‌‌precautions‌‌do‌‌not‌‌seem‌‌to‌‌have‌‌slowed‌‌in-person‌‌voting‌‌significantly‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌                             
Day.‌ ‌In-person‌ ‌voting‌ ‌was‌ ‌conducted‌ ‌efficiently,‌ ‌with‌ ‌only‌ ‌a‌ ‌couple‌ ‌of‌ ‌counties‌ ‌experiencing‌‌                         
lines‌‌in‌‌which‌‌some‌‌voters‌‌had‌‌to‌‌‌wait‌‌an‌‌hour‌‌or‌‌two‌‌to‌‌vote.‌‌In‌‌Detroit,‌‌new‌‌poll‌‌workers‌‌were‌‌                                       
paired‌‌ ‌with‌ ‌experienced‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌efficiency.‌‌ ‌  
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The‌‌city‌‌also‌‌set‌‌up‌‌‌23‌‌satellite‌‌voting‌‌centers,‌‌many‌‌in‌‌‌large‌‌rec‌‌centers‌‌not‌‌being‌‌used‌‌during‌‌                                   
the‌ ‌pandemic,‌ ‌that‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌for‌ ‌additional‌ ‌space,‌ ‌for‌ ‌both‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌and‌ ‌for‌ ‌early‌ ‌voting‌‌                             
seven‌‌days‌‌a‌‌week.‌‌During‌‌early‌‌voting‌‌or‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌voters‌‌could‌‌drop‌‌off‌‌their‌‌ballots‌‌at‌‌                                   
any‌ ‌of‌ ‌these‌ ‌voting‌ ‌centers‌ ‌or‌ ‌any‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌30‌ ‌drop‌ ‌boxes‌ ‌Detroit‌ ‌placed‌ ‌around‌ ‌the‌ ‌city.‌‌                                 
Michigan’s‌ ‌decentralized‌ ‌election‌ ‌system‌ ‌itself‌ ‌may‌ ‌have‌ ‌contributed‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌efficiency‌ ‌of‌‌                       
in-person‌ ‌voting‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌2020‌ ‌general‌ ‌election,‌ ‌as‌ ‌the‌ ‌system‌‌allowed‌‌town‌‌clerks‌‌to‌‌tailor‌‌the‌‌                               
location‌ ‌and‌ ‌procedures‌ ‌of‌ ‌polling‌ ‌places‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌unique‌ ‌needs‌ ‌of‌ ‌their‌ ‌own‌ ‌counties.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Additionally,‌ ‌voter‌ ‌education‌ ‌initiatives‌ ‌conducted‌ ‌both‌ ‌by‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌office‌ ‌and‌‌                         
various‌ ‌nonprofits‌ ‌helped‌ ‌to‌ ‌educate‌ ‌voters‌ ‌and‌ ‌turn‌ ‌out‌ ‌the‌ ‌vote.‌ ‌For‌ ‌example,‌ ‌Secretary‌‌                           
Benson‌ ‌rolled‌ ‌out‌ ‌a‌ ‌collegiate‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌high‌ ‌school‌ ‌“Voting‌ ‌Challenge.”‌ ‌The‌ ‌‌collegiate‌ ‌challenge‌‌                           
gave‌‌three‌‌categories‌‌of‌‌awards‌‌to‌‌four-year‌‌and‌‌two-year‌‌educational‌‌institutions‌‌based‌‌on‌‌the‌‌                           
turnout‌ ‌and‌ ‌registration‌ ‌rates‌ ‌of‌ ‌their‌ ‌students.‌ ‌Schools‌ ‌that‌ ‌participated‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌high‌ ‌school‌‌                           
challenge‌‌similarly‌‌‌received‌‌awards‌‌and‌‌recognition‌‌on‌‌the‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state’s‌‌website.‌‌Due‌‌to‌‌                           
these‌‌initiatives,‌‌as‌‌well‌‌as‌‌‌increased‌‌political‌‌engagement‌‌among‌‌youth,‌‌turnout‌‌of‌‌voters‌‌aged‌‌                           
18‌ ‌to‌ ‌29-years-old‌ ‌significantly‌ ‌increased.‌ ‌Data‌ ‌indicated‌ ‌that‌ ‌‌9.4%‌ ‌of‌ ‌all‌ ‌early‌ ‌votes‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌‌                             
November‌ ‌general‌‌election‌‌were‌‌cast‌‌by‌‌voters‌‌younger‌‌than‌‌29,‌‌as‌‌compared‌‌to‌‌only‌‌2.5%‌‌in‌‌                               
2016.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Michigan‌‌nonprofits‌‌ran‌‌voter‌‌education‌‌and‌‌get-out-the-vote‌‌programs.‌‌Detroit‌‌Bus‌‌Company,‌‌                     
a‌ ‌private‌ ‌charter‌ ‌bus‌ ‌service,‌ ‌‌transported‌ ‌voters‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌‌polls‌‌using‌‌a‌‌fleet‌‌of‌‌50‌‌cars.‌‌A‌‌group‌                                   
called‌ ‌Defend‌ ‌the‌ ‌Black‌ ‌Vote‌‌‌held‌‌tele-town‌‌halls‌‌and‌‌sent‌‌over‌‌one‌‌million‌‌texts‌‌with‌‌a‌‌focus‌‌                                 
on‌ ‌increasing‌ ‌turnout‌ ‌among‌ ‌Black‌ ‌men‌ ‌between‌ ‌the‌ ‌ages‌ ‌of‌ ‌18‌ ‌and‌ ‌35.‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌ACLU‌‌                             
partnered‌‌with‌‌a‌‌coalition‌‌of‌‌about‌‌100‌‌groups‌‌called‌‌‌MichiganVoting.org‌‌and‌‌spent‌‌$4.5‌‌million‌‌                           
on‌ ‌an‌ ‌“Election‌ ‌Protection‌ ‌Plan”‌ ‌that‌ ‌included‌ ‌voter‌ ‌education,‌ ‌poll‌ ‌worker‌ ‌recruitment,‌ ‌and‌‌                         
engagement‌‌with‌‌1,500‌‌city‌‌clerks.‌‌The‌‌Trump‌‌campaign‌‌‌opened‌‌a‌‌Black‌‌Voices‌‌for‌‌Trump‌‌field‌‌                             
office‌ ‌on‌ ‌Detroit’s‌ ‌west‌ ‌side,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Biden‌ ‌campaign‌ ‌‌partnered‌ ‌with‌ ‌community‌ ‌groups‌ ‌in‌‌                           
Detroit,‌‌such‌‌as‌‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌Black‌‌Caucus,‌‌Fannie‌‌Lou‌‌Hamer‌‌Political‌‌Action‌‌Committee,‌‌and‌‌                           
East‌ ‌Side‌ ‌Community‌ ‌Slate,‌ ‌in‌ ‌an‌ ‌effort‌ ‌to‌ ‌reach‌ ‌people‌ ‌who‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌vote‌ ‌in‌ ‌2016.‌ ‌All‌ ‌these‌‌                                   
programs,‌ ‌especially‌ ‌those‌ ‌targeted‌ ‌at‌ ‌groups‌ ‌with‌ ‌historically‌ ‌low‌ ‌turnout,‌ ‌likely‌ ‌helped‌ ‌to‌‌                         
educate‌ ‌voters‌ ‌and‌ ‌contribute‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌record‌ ‌turnout‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌saw‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌November‌ ‌general‌‌                           
election.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Even‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌sports‌ ‌teams‌ ‌got‌ ‌involved‌‌in‌‌voter‌‌education‌‌and‌‌the‌‌facilitation‌‌of‌‌in-person‌‌                           
voting.‌ ‌The‌‌National‌‌Basketball‌‌Association’s‌‌Detroit‌‌Pistons‌‌‌worked‌‌with‌‌Secretary‌‌Benson‌‌on‌‌                       
joint‌ ‌voter‌ ‌outreach‌ ‌and‌ ‌education‌ ‌programs‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌use‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌of‌ ‌its‌ ‌Henry‌ ‌Ford‌‌                               
Detroit‌‌Pistons‌‌Performance‌‌Center‌‌as‌‌a‌‌satellite‌‌voting‌‌center,‌‌where‌‌voters‌‌could‌‌register‌‌and‌‌                           
vote‌ ‌on‌ ‌site.‌‌The‌‌secretary‌‌‌voted‌‌in‌‌that‌‌Center‌‌herself.‌‌Additionally,‌‌the‌‌program‌‌‌encouraged‌‌                           
and‌‌provided‌‌paid‌‌time‌‌off‌‌to‌‌Piston‌‌employees‌‌to‌‌volunteer‌‌as‌‌poll‌‌workers‌‌in‌‌the‌‌August‌‌and‌‌                                 
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November‌ ‌elections.‌ ‌It‌ ‌is‌ ‌reported‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌program‌ ‌was‌ ‌deemed‌ ‌so‌ ‌effective‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌‌                           
partnership‌ ‌is‌ ‌likely‌ ‌to‌ ‌‌continue‌‌ ‌in‌ ‌future‌ ‌elections.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Secretary‌ ‌Benson‌‌also‌‌‌partnered‌‌with‌‌the‌‌National‌‌Football‌‌League’s‌‌Detroit‌‌Lions‌‌to‌‌use‌‌Ford‌‌                           
Field‌‌on‌‌‌election‌‌night‌‌as‌‌a‌‌location‌‌to‌‌which‌‌election‌‌workers‌‌delivered‌‌ballots‌‌and‌‌equipment‌‌                             
after‌ ‌precincts‌ ‌closed.‌ ‌The‌ ‌Field‌ ‌hosted‌ ‌eight‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌city's‌ ‌12‌ ‌receiving‌ ‌boards‌ ‌(independent‌‌                           
boards‌ ‌established‌ ‌to‌ ‌ensure‌ ‌the‌ ‌secure‌ ‌transmission‌ ‌of‌ ‌election‌ ‌results‌ ‌and‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌cast‌ ‌in‌‌                           
person‌ ‌at‌ ‌election‌ ‌precincts).‌ ‌This‌ ‌‌initiative‌ ‌also‌ ‌paid‌ ‌Lions’‌ ‌staff‌ ‌to‌‌serve‌‌as‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌poll‌‌                               
workers‌ ‌and‌ ‌featured‌ ‌the‌ ‌team‌ ‌in‌ ‌a‌ ‌series‌ ‌of‌‌public‌‌service‌‌announcements‌‌(PSAs).‌‌The‌‌PSAs‌‌                             
covered‌‌a‌‌‌wide‌‌range‌‌of‌‌topics‌,‌‌including‌‌how‌‌to‌‌apply‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌by‌‌mail‌‌and‌‌how‌‌to‌‌properly‌‌fill‌‌                                     
out‌‌and‌‌return‌‌ballots.‌‌Prominent‌‌athletes‌‌and‌‌coaches‌‌provided‌‌individual‌‌testimonies‌‌of‌‌why‌‌                         
voting‌ ‌‌mattered‌‌ ‌to‌ ‌them:‌ ‌ 

‌ 

 
Source:‌ ‌‌Detroit‌ ‌Lions‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

VI. Intimidation‌ ‌and‌ ‌Disinformation‌ ‌ 
‌ 

In‌ ‌the‌ ‌period‌ ‌leading‌ ‌up‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌election,‌ ‌some‌ ‌stakeholders‌ ‌‌worried‌ ‌about‌ ‌the‌ ‌possibility‌ ‌of‌‌                             
intimidation‌‌or‌‌violence‌‌against‌‌voters,‌‌both‌‌at‌‌the‌‌polls‌‌and‌‌at‌‌home.‌‌Anti-government‌‌militia‌‌                           
groups‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌repeatedly‌ ‌‌carried‌ ‌guns‌ ‌in‌ ‌public‌ ‌spaces‌ ‌and‌ ‌threatened‌ ‌violence.‌ ‌For‌‌                         
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example,‌ ‌in‌ ‌April,‌ ‌these‌ ‌groups‌ ‌‌brought‌ ‌semi-automatic‌ ‌weapons‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌State‌‌                       
House‌‌to‌‌protest‌‌the‌‌state’s‌‌stay-at-home‌‌orders‌‌around‌‌the‌‌pandemic.‌‌And‌‌in‌‌October,‌‌the‌‌FBI‌‌                             
thwarted‌ ‌a‌ ‌‌plot‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌right-wing‌ ‌militia‌ ‌group‌ ‌to‌ ‌kidnap‌ ‌Governor‌ ‌Whitmer‌ ‌and‌‌                           
overthrow‌ ‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌government.‌‌Partisan‌‌division‌‌in‌‌the‌‌state‌‌grew‌‌even‌‌more‌‌intense‌‌as‌‌                           
the‌ ‌election‌ ‌drew‌ ‌near,‌ ‌fueled‌ ‌by‌ ‌President‌ ‌Trump’s‌ ‌claims‌ ‌that‌ ‌Democrats‌ ‌were‌‌planning‌‌to‌‌                           
"steal"‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌and‌ ‌‌calls‌‌ ‌for‌ ‌his‌ ‌supporters‌ ‌"to‌ ‌go‌ ‌into‌ ‌the‌ ‌polls‌ ‌and‌ ‌watch‌ ‌very‌ ‌carefully."‌ ‌ 

‌ 
Michigan‌‌‌law‌‌makes‌‌it‌‌a‌‌felony‌‌to‌‌“influence,‌‌deter,‌‌or‌‌interrupt”‌‌a‌‌voter‌‌in‌‌the‌‌process‌‌of‌‌voting‌‌                                   
by‌‌means‌‌of‌‌“bribery,‌‌menace,‌‌or‌‌other‌‌corrupt‌‌means.”‌‌The‌‌law‌‌itself‌‌does‌‌not‌‌further‌‌specify‌‌                               
what‌ ‌behavior‌ ‌is‌ ‌prohibited.‌ ‌The‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌‌official‌ ‌guidance‌ ‌for‌ ‌poll‌ ‌watchers‌ ‌and‌‌                           
election‌ ‌challengers‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌November‌ ‌general‌ ‌election‌ ‌also‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌specifically‌ ‌define‌ ‌the‌‌                         
concept.‌ ‌The‌ ‌guidance‌ ‌outlined‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌permitted‌ ‌conduct‌ ‌of‌ ‌poll‌ ‌watchers‌ ‌and‌ ‌challengers.‌ ‌But‌‌                         
other‌ ‌than‌ ‌to‌ ‌prohibit‌ ‌direct‌ ‌threats‌ ‌or‌ ‌violence‌ ‌by‌ ‌poll‌ ‌watchers‌ ‌and‌ ‌election‌ ‌challengers‌ ‌at‌‌                             
polling‌ ‌locations,‌ ‌the‌ ‌guidance‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌delineate‌ ‌what‌ ‌conduct‌ ‌might‌ ‌constitute‌ ‌voter‌‌                       
intimidation.‌ ‌It‌ ‌also‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌outline‌ ‌unacceptable‌ ‌intimidation‌ ‌by‌ ‌persons‌ ‌other‌ ‌than‌ ‌poll‌‌                         
challengers.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
In‌‌an‌‌effort‌‌to‌‌thwart‌‌the‌‌potential‌‌for‌‌violence‌‌and‌‌intimidation‌‌at‌‌the‌‌polls,‌‌Secretary‌‌Benson‌‌                               
issued‌ ‌a‌ ‌directive‌ ‌in‌ ‌mid-October,‌ ‌‌banning‌ ‌the‌ ‌open‌ ‌carrying‌ ‌of‌ ‌guns‌ ‌in‌‌or‌‌within‌‌100‌‌feet‌‌of‌‌                                 
polling‌ ‌places,‌ ‌clerk's‌ ‌offices,‌ ‌and‌ ‌other‌ ‌locations‌ ‌where‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌are‌ ‌counted.‌ ‌But‌ ‌a‌‌                           
Michigan‌‌Court‌‌of‌‌Claims‌‌judge‌‌‌blocked‌‌the‌‌directive‌‌on‌‌the‌‌grounds‌‌that‌‌the‌‌secretary‌‌‌failed‌‌to‌‌                               
comply‌ ‌with‌ ‌the‌ ‌procedural‌ ‌requirements‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌Administrative‌ ‌Procedure‌ ‌Act‌ ‌(‌MCL‌‌                       
§24.243‌)‌ ‌when‌ ‌adopting‌ ‌the‌ ‌rule.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Despite‌‌the‌‌atmosphere‌‌of‌‌fear‌‌stoked‌‌by‌‌these‌‌events‌‌and‌‌others,‌‌there‌‌were‌‌‌no‌‌documented‌‌                             
cases‌ ‌of‌‌voter‌‌intimidation‌‌at‌‌polling‌‌locations.‌‌During‌‌the‌‌post-election‌‌counting‌‌process,‌‌two‌‌                         
poll‌ ‌challengers—one‌ ‌wearing‌ ‌a‌ ‌Halloween‌ ‌mask‌ ‌meant‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌frightening‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌other‌‌                         
refusing‌ ‌to‌ ‌wear‌ ‌her‌ ‌face‌ ‌mask‌ ‌properly‌‌to‌‌cover‌‌her‌‌nose‌‌and‌‌mouth—were‌‌escorted‌‌out‌‌of‌‌                               
the‌ ‌TCF‌ ‌center‌ ‌after‌ ‌using‌ ‌racist‌ ‌language.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Across‌‌the‌‌state,‌‌however,‌‌many‌‌voters‌‌were‌‌‌targeted‌‌with‌‌robocalls‌‌and‌‌robotexts,‌‌spreading‌‌                         
disinformation.‌ ‌One‌ ‌such‌ ‌text‌ ‌urged‌ ‌voters‌ ‌to‌ ‌“stay‌‌home‌‌and‌‌stay‌‌safe”‌‌instead‌‌of‌‌voting‌‌on‌‌                               
Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌Another‌ ‌series‌ ‌of‌ ‌robocalls,‌ ‌which‌‌specifically‌‌‌targeted‌‌voters‌‌in‌‌the‌‌city‌‌of‌‌Flint,‌‌                             
instructed‌‌potential‌‌voters‌‌to‌‌wait‌‌until‌‌the‌‌day‌‌after‌‌the‌‌election‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌in‌‌order‌‌to‌‌avoid‌‌long‌                                   
lines.‌ ‌State‌ ‌officials‌‌quickly‌‌‌responded‌‌to‌‌correct‌‌the‌‌misinformation‌‌in‌‌these‌‌calls.‌‌In‌‌addition‌‌                           
to‌ ‌opening‌ ‌an‌ ‌investigation,‌ ‌they‌ ‌‌reiterated‌ ‌the‌‌need‌‌for‌‌in-person‌‌voters‌‌to‌‌cast‌‌their‌‌ballots‌‌                             
on‌‌November‌‌3.‌‌Because‌‌the‌‌robocalls‌‌were‌‌sent‌‌nationwide,‌‌he‌‌FBI‌‌also‌‌‌opened‌‌investigations‌,‌‌                           
but‌ ‌no‌ ‌culprit‌ ‌was‌ ‌immediately‌ ‌found.‌ ‌According‌ ‌to‌ ‌the‌ ‌‌Washington‌ ‌Post‌,‌ ‌the‌ ‌country’s‌ ‌top‌‌                           
telecom‌ ‌carriers‌ ‌believed‌ ‌the‌ ‌calls‌ ‌were‌ ‌foreign‌ ‌in‌ ‌origin.‌‌ ‌  
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‌ 
A‌ ‌different‌ ‌series‌ ‌of‌ ‌‌robocalls‌ ‌sought‌ ‌to‌ ‌deter‌ ‌mail‌ ‌voting‌ ‌and‌ ‌falsely‌ ‌claimed‌ ‌that‌ ‌personal‌‌                             
information‌ ‌submitted‌ ‌in‌ ‌applications‌ ‌for‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌could‌ ‌be‌ ‌used‌ ‌to‌ ‌execute‌ ‌outstanding‌‌                         
arrest‌ ‌warrants‌ ‌and‌ ‌to‌ ‌collect‌ ‌unpaid‌ ‌debts.‌ ‌These‌‌robocalls,‌‌which‌‌began‌‌around‌‌August‌‌26,‌‌                           
reached‌‌at‌‌least‌‌12,000‌‌voters‌‌in‌‌urban‌‌areas,‌‌including‌‌predominantly‌‌Black‌‌Detroit.‌‌The‌‌effort‌‌                           
was‌ ‌‌traced‌ ‌to‌ ‌two‌ ‌out-of-state‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌political‌ ‌operatives,‌ ‌a‌ ‌conservative‌ ‌social‌ ‌media‌‌                       
personality‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌conservative‌ ‌lobbyist.‌ ‌Both‌ ‌had‌ ‌previously‌ ‌‌attempted‌ ‌to‌ ‌smear‌ ‌rivals‌ ‌of‌‌                         
President‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌through‌ ‌fabricated‌ ‌sexual‌ ‌assault‌ ‌allegations.‌ ‌Governor‌ ‌Whitmer‌ ‌‌spoke‌ ‌out‌‌                     
and‌‌warned‌‌that‌‌voter‌‌intimidation‌‌“will‌‌not‌‌be‌‌tolerated.”‌‌And‌‌Michigan‌‌Attorney‌‌General‌‌Dana‌‌                           
Nessel‌ ‌‌swiftly‌ ‌and‌ ‌publicly‌ ‌prosecuted‌‌ ‌both‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌alleged‌ ‌perpetrators‌ ‌for‌ ‌the‌ ‌crime.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
On‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Attorney‌ ‌General‌ ‌Nessel‌ ‌warned‌ ‌local‌ ‌voters‌ ‌about‌ ‌a‌ ‌text‌ ‌that‌‌                           
inaccurately‌‌told‌‌voters‌‌that,‌‌due‌‌to‌‌a‌‌“typographical‌‌error,”‌‌people‌‌who‌‌were‌‌intending‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌                             
for‌ ‌Joe‌ ‌Biden‌ ‌must,‌ ‌instead,‌ ‌select‌ ‌President‌ ‌Trump,‌ ‌and‌ ‌vice‌ ‌versa.‌ ‌The‌ ‌text‌ ‌attributed‌ ‌the‌‌                             
information‌‌to‌‌the‌‌“Federal‌‌Berue‌‌[sic]‌‌of‌‌Investigation."‌‌While‌‌disinformation‌‌abounded,‌‌there‌‌                       
were‌ ‌no‌ ‌news‌ ‌reports‌ ‌of‌ ‌violence‌ ‌or‌ ‌intimidation‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌polls‌ ‌on‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
‌ 

VII. Post-Election‌ ‌Day‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Election‌ ‌officials,‌ ‌including‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state,‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌‌expect‌‌to‌‌have‌‌a‌‌full‌‌enough‌‌                             
accounting‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌vote‌ ‌to‌ ‌enable‌‌the‌‌press‌‌to‌‌call‌‌the‌‌presidential‌‌race‌‌in‌‌Michigan‌‌until‌‌                                 
the‌ ‌Friday‌ ‌after‌ ‌the‌ ‌general‌ ‌election.‌ ‌But‌ ‌the‌ ‌tabulation‌ ‌of‌ ‌votes‌ ‌went‌ ‌more‌ ‌quickly‌ ‌than‌‌                             
expected‌‌and,‌‌though‌‌vote‌‌counts‌‌in‌‌some‌‌counties‌‌were‌‌still‌‌unreported,‌‌the‌‌Associated‌‌Press‌‌                           
called‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌for‌ ‌Joe‌ ‌Biden‌ ‌on‌ ‌Wednesday,‌ ‌November‌ ‌4,‌ ‌at‌ ‌6‌ ‌p.m.‌ ‌The‌ ‌extra‌ ‌day‌ ‌to‌‌                                 
pre-process‌‌absentee‌‌ballots‌‌and‌‌the‌‌ability‌‌for‌‌vote‌‌counters‌‌to‌‌work‌‌in‌‌shifts,‌‌both‌‌approved‌‌                             
in‌ ‌the‌ ‌new‌ ‌‌October‌ ‌law‌,‌ ‌helped‌ ‌to‌ ‌speed‌ ‌up‌ ‌the‌ ‌count.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
While‌ ‌the‌ ‌tabulation‌ ‌process‌ ‌was‌ ‌largely‌ ‌smooth,‌ ‌there‌ ‌were‌ ‌a‌ ‌few‌ ‌minor‌ ‌hiccups.‌ ‌These‌‌                           
included‌ ‌a‌ ‌computer‌ ‌‌glitch‌ ‌in‌ ‌Oakland‌ ‌County‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌human‌ ‌‌failure‌ ‌to‌ ‌update‌ ‌software‌ ‌in‌‌                             
Antrim‌ ‌County,‌ ‌both‌ ‌of‌ ‌which‌ ‌impacted‌ ‌initial‌ ‌vote‌ ‌counts‌ ‌but‌ ‌were‌ ‌quickly‌ ‌discovered‌ ‌and‌‌                           
fixed.‌‌Michigan’s‌‌State‌‌Board‌‌of‌‌County‌‌Canvassers‌‌‌certified‌‌the‌‌state’s‌‌election‌‌results‌‌in‌‌all‌‌83‌‌                             
of‌ ‌its‌ ‌counties‌ ‌on‌ ‌November‌ ‌23.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
No‌ ‌statewide‌ ‌recount‌ ‌was‌ ‌required‌ ‌under‌ ‌state‌ ‌law‌ ‌because‌ ‌Biden’s‌ ‌margin‌ ‌over‌ ‌Trump‌‌                         
exceeded‌ ‌2,000‌ ‌votes.‌ ‌Under‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌state‌ ‌law,‌ ‌only‌ ‌elections‌ ‌with‌ ‌a‌ ‌margin‌ ‌of‌ ‌fewer‌ ‌than‌                             
2,000‌ ‌votes‌ ‌‌trigger‌ ‌an‌ ‌automatic‌ ‌recount.‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌law,‌ ‌‌§168.879‌,‌ ‌also‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌the‌ ‌Trump‌‌                         
campaign‌‌to‌‌petition‌‌for‌‌a‌‌recount‌‌within‌‌48‌‌hours‌‌of‌‌certification.‌‌To‌‌do‌‌so,‌‌he‌‌would‌‌have‌‌had‌‌                                   
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to‌‌sign‌‌and‌‌swear‌‌that‌‌he‌‌had‌‌“a‌‌good-faith‌‌belief‌‌that‌‌but‌‌for‌‌fraud‌‌or‌‌mistake,‌‌[he]‌‌would‌‌have‌‌                                     
had‌ ‌a‌ ‌reasonable‌ ‌chance‌ ‌of‌ ‌winning‌ ‌the‌ ‌election.”‌ ‌Although‌ ‌the‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌campaign‌ ‌requested‌‌                         
recounts‌ ‌in‌ ‌other‌ ‌states,‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌and‌ ‌Wisconsin,‌ ‌it‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌make‌ ‌such‌ ‌a‌ ‌request‌ ‌in‌‌                                 
Michigan.‌ ‌Perhaps‌ ‌this‌ ‌was‌ ‌because‌ ‌the‌ ‌margin‌ ‌by‌ ‌which‌ ‌President‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌lost‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan‌‌                           
(‌154,188‌ ‌votes‌)‌ ‌was‌ ‌substantially‌ ‌wider‌ ‌than‌ ‌it‌ ‌was‌ ‌in‌ ‌Georgia‌ ‌and‌ ‌Wisconsin.‌ ‌Or‌ ‌perhaps‌ ‌it‌‌                             
related‌ ‌to‌ ‌Trump’s‌ ‌‌meeting‌ ‌with‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌lawmakers‌ ‌on‌ ‌November‌ ‌21,‌ ‌two‌ ‌days‌‌                         
before‌ ‌the‌ ‌state‌ ‌certified‌ ‌the‌ ‌election.‌‌At‌‌that‌‌meeting,‌‌lawmakers‌‌reportedly‌‌told‌‌Trump‌‌that‌‌                           
they‌‌had‌‌“not‌‌yet‌‌been‌‌made‌‌aware‌‌of‌‌any‌‌information‌‌that‌‌would‌‌change‌‌the‌‌outcome‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                 
election‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan.”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
But‌‌the‌‌Trump‌‌campaign‌‌pursued‌‌other‌‌legal‌‌avenues‌‌in‌‌an‌‌effort‌‌to‌‌change‌‌Michigan‌‌election‌‌                             
results.‌‌Republican‌‌poll‌‌challengers,‌‌the‌‌Trump‌‌campaign,‌‌and‌‌its‌‌allies‌‌filed‌‌‌at‌‌least‌‌10‌‌lawsuits‌‌                             
after‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌seeking‌‌to‌‌delay‌‌or‌‌halt‌‌the‌‌tabulation‌‌of‌‌the‌‌votes‌‌or‌‌the‌‌certification‌‌of‌‌the‌‌                                   
election.‌2‌ ‌Additionally,‌ ‌some‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌poll‌ ‌challengers‌ ‌and‌ ‌elected‌ ‌officials,‌ ‌and‌ ‌President‌‌                     
Trump‌ ‌‌himself‌,‌ ‌made‌ ‌numerous‌ ‌claims‌ ‌of‌ ‌voter‌‌fraud,‌‌improper‌‌election‌‌conduct,‌‌and‌‌rigged‌‌                         
elections.‌ ‌The‌ ‌Republican-controlled‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌legislature‌ ‌held‌ ‌days‌ ‌of‌ ‌hearings,‌ ‌allowing‌‌                   
witnesses‌‌to‌‌‌testify‌‌that‌‌voter‌‌fraud‌‌occurred,‌‌with‌‌little‌‌rebuttal.‌‌During‌‌the‌‌hearings,‌‌President‌‌                           
Trump‌ ‌continued‌ ‌to‌ ‌‌claim‌:‌ ‌“We‌ ‌won‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌lot!”‌ ‌ 

‌ 
As‌‌a‌‌result‌‌of‌‌the‌‌repeated‌‌public‌‌claims‌‌of‌‌voter‌‌fraud—in‌‌Michigan‌‌and‌‌other‌‌states—three‌‌in‌‌                               
four‌‌Republicans‌‌surveyed‌‌between‌‌November‌‌12‌‌and‌‌November‌‌16‌‌reported‌‌that‌‌they‌‌‌lacked‌‌                         
confidence‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌November‌ ‌election‌ ‌was‌ ‌conducted‌ ‌fairly.‌ ‌Claims‌ ‌of‌ ‌fraud‌‌and‌‌a‌‌“steal”‌‌of‌‌                             
the‌‌election‌‌sparked‌‌significant‌‌anger‌‌and‌‌led‌‌to‌‌‌threats‌‌of‌‌violence‌‌against‌‌many‌‌state‌‌election‌‌                             
officials,‌ ‌including‌ ‌‌Michigan’s‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state‌.‌ ‌While‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌election‌ ‌infrastructure‌ ‌and‌‌                     
administration‌ ‌proved‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌robust,‌ ‌repeated‌ ‌baseless‌ ‌claims‌ ‌of‌ ‌fraud,‌ ‌misinformation,‌ ‌and‌‌                       
conspiracy‌ ‌theories‌ ‌muddied‌ ‌the‌ ‌waters‌ ‌and‌ ‌undermined‌ ‌the‌ ‌perceived‌ ‌legitimacy‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                       
election‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌minds‌ ‌of‌ ‌many‌ ‌voters.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 

A. Post-Election‌ ‌Litigation‌ ‌ 
‌ 

In‌ ‌the‌ ‌days‌ ‌and‌ ‌weeks‌ ‌immediately‌‌following‌‌the‌‌election,‌‌‌at‌‌least‌‌10‌‌lawsuits‌‌challenging‌‌the‌‌                             
election‌ ‌results‌ ‌or‌ ‌election‌ ‌procedures‌ ‌were‌ ‌filed‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌state‌ ‌and‌ ‌federal‌ ‌courts.‌‌None‌‌                           
was‌ ‌successful.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
The‌ ‌first‌ ‌three‌ ‌lawsuits,‌ ‌filed‌ ‌in‌ ‌state‌ ‌courts‌ ‌between‌ ‌November‌ ‌2‌ ‌and‌ ‌November‌ ‌4,‌ ‌alleged‌‌                             
election‌ ‌irregularities‌ ‌and‌ ‌outright‌ ‌fraud‌ ‌and‌ ‌generally‌ ‌sought‌ ‌to‌ ‌halt‌ ‌the‌ ‌count‌ ‌of‌ ‌absentee‌‌                           

2 ‌For‌ ‌more‌ ‌information‌ ‌on‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌laws‌ ‌governing‌ ‌counting‌ ‌the‌ ‌vote,‌ ‌including‌ ‌the‌ ‌tabulation,‌ ‌certification,‌‌ 
and‌ ‌reporting‌ ‌of‌ ‌vote‌ ‌count‌ ‌numbers,‌ ‌see‌ ‌Section‌ ‌VII‌ ‌(B)‌ ‌of‌ ‌‌Michigan:‌ ‌2020‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Policies‌ ‌&‌ ‌Practices‌.‌ ‌ 
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ballots‌‌until‌‌more‌‌Republican‌‌election‌‌challengers‌‌and‌‌poll‌‌observers‌‌were‌‌allowed‌‌to‌‌watch‌‌the‌‌                           
tabulation‌ ‌of‌ ‌votes.‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌law‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌each‌ ‌party‌ ‌to‌ ‌have‌ ‌only‌ ‌one‌ ‌appointed‌ ‌election‌‌                           
challenger‌ ‌at‌ ‌a‌ ‌time‌ ‌observe‌ ‌the‌ ‌conduct‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌“absent‌ ‌voter‌ ‌counting‌ ‌board,”‌ ‌which‌ ‌tallied‌‌                             
absentee‌‌votes‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day.‌‌If‌‌a‌‌challenger‌‌believed‌‌an‌‌absentee‌‌ballot‌‌was‌‌submitted‌‌by‌‌a‌‌                               
person‌ ‌unqualified‌ ‌to‌ ‌vote‌‌in‌‌the‌‌precinct,‌‌the‌‌challenger‌‌could‌‌challenge‌‌that‌‌ballot.‌‌(‌Election‌‌                           
Officials’‌ ‌Manual‌).‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
In‌ ‌‌Polasek‌ ‌v.‌ ‌Benson‌,‌ ‌plaintiffs‌ ‌challenged‌ ‌Oakland‌ ‌County’s‌ ‌rule‌ ‌that‌ ‌only‌ ‌one‌ ‌challenger‌ ‌per‌‌                           
party‌ ‌was‌ ‌permitted‌ ‌to‌ ‌observe‌ ‌the‌ ‌absent‌ ‌voter‌ ‌counting‌ ‌board.‌ ‌The‌ ‌judge‌ ‌ruled‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌‌                             
defendants‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌have‌ ‌the‌ ‌power‌ ‌under‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌law‌ ‌to‌ ‌allow‌ ‌plaintiffs‌ ‌the‌ ‌up-to-10‌‌                           
challengers‌ ‌they‌ ‌requested.‌ ‌In‌ ‌‌Donald‌ ‌J.‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌for‌ ‌President‌ ‌v.‌ ‌Benson‌,‌ ‌the‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌reelection‌‌                           
campaign‌ ‌asked‌ ‌the‌ ‌court‌ ‌to‌ ‌halt‌ ‌Michigan's‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌count‌ ‌until‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌Benson‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌its‌‌                           
election‌ ‌inspector‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌present‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌boards‌‌and‌‌until‌‌its‌‌challengers‌‌could‌‌                             
review‌ ‌video‌ ‌surveillance‌ ‌footage‌ ‌of‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌drop‌ ‌boxes‌ ‌(which‌ ‌they‌ ‌alleged‌ ‌would‌ ‌show‌‌a‌‌car‌‌                             
passenger‌ ‌dropping‌ ‌off‌ ‌more‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌than‌ ‌there‌‌were‌‌people‌‌in‌‌the‌‌car).‌‌The‌‌judge‌‌dismissed‌‌                             
the‌ ‌case,‌ ‌‌stating‌ ‌that‌ ‌“the‌ ‌essence‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌count‌ ‌is‌ ‌completed”‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌“relief‌ ‌request‌ ‌is‌‌                               
completely‌ ‌unavailable”‌ ‌because‌ ‌local‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials,‌ ‌not‌ ‌the‌ ‌secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌state,‌ ‌managed‌‌                       
election‌‌inspectors.‌‌The‌‌appeals‌‌court‌‌‌upheld‌‌the‌‌dismissal‌‌holding‌‌that,‌‌once‌‌the‌‌state‌‌certifies‌‌                           
the‌‌vote,‌‌as‌‌Michigan‌‌had‌‌by‌‌the‌‌time‌‌of‌‌the‌‌appeal,‌‌Michigan‌‌law‌‌required‌‌fraud‌‌claims‌‌first‌‌be‌‌                                   
addressed‌ ‌through‌ ‌the‌ ‌request‌ ‌of‌ ‌a‌ ‌recount,‌ ‌and‌ ‌no‌ ‌such‌ ‌recount‌ ‌has‌‌been‌‌requested‌‌here.‌‌                             
The‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌denied‌ ‌review.‌ ‌In‌ ‌‌Stoddard‌ ‌v.‌ ‌City‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Commission‌,‌‌plaintiffs‌‌                         
alleged‌ ‌that‌ ‌vote‌ ‌counting‌ ‌centers‌ ‌in‌ ‌Detroit‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌have‌ ‌one‌ ‌inspector‌ ‌from‌ ‌each‌ ‌political‌‌                             
party‌ ‌present‌ ‌and‌ ‌asked‌ ‌the‌ ‌court‌ ‌to‌ ‌halt‌ ‌the‌ ‌counting‌ ‌of‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌in‌ ‌Detroit‌ ‌until‌‌                               
observers‌ ‌from‌ ‌both‌ ‌parties‌‌were‌‌present.‌‌The‌‌judge‌‌denied‌‌the‌‌motion,‌‌noting‌‌that‌‌plaintiffs‌‌                           
failed‌ ‌to‌ ‌state‌ ‌a‌ ‌cause‌ ‌of‌ ‌action,‌ ‌based‌ ‌their‌ ‌allegations‌ ‌on‌ ‌“mere‌ ‌speculation”‌ ‌rather‌ ‌than‌‌                             
evidence,‌ ‌and‌ ‌had‌ ‌alternative‌ ‌remedies‌ ‌available,‌ ‌such‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌recount.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Four‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌filed‌ ‌between‌ ‌November‌ ‌9‌ ‌and‌ ‌November‌ ‌16,‌ ‌in‌ ‌both‌‌state‌‌and‌‌federal‌‌courts,‌‌                             
alleged‌ ‌fraud‌ ‌as‌ ‌the‌‌basis‌‌for‌‌requesting‌‌injunctions‌‌to‌‌halt‌‌certification‌‌of‌‌Michigan’s‌‌election‌‌                           
results.‌‌One‌‌was‌‌denied‌‌and‌‌three‌‌were‌‌voluntarily‌‌dismissed‌‌by‌‌the‌‌plaintiffs‌‌within‌‌a‌‌few‌‌days‌‌                               
of‌‌filing.‌‌In‌‌‌Constantino‌‌v.‌‌Detroit‌,‌‌several‌‌Wayne‌‌County‌‌voters‌‌alleged‌‌a‌‌laundry‌‌list‌‌of‌‌electoral‌‌                               
misconduct‌ ‌by‌ ‌Detroit‌‌election‌‌officials‌‌and‌‌requested‌‌an‌‌audit,‌‌an‌‌order‌‌to‌‌stop‌‌the‌‌counting‌‌                             
of‌ ‌votes,‌ ‌and‌ ‌an‌ ‌injunction‌ ‌to‌ ‌halt‌ ‌certification‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌vote.‌ ‌The‌ ‌state‌ ‌circuit‌ ‌court‌ ‌denied‌ ‌all‌‌                                 
requests,‌ ‌finding‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌affidavits‌ ‌supplied‌ ‌by‌ ‌plaintiffs‌ ‌were‌ ‌"rife"‌ ‌with‌ ‌generalization,‌‌                       
speculation,‌ ‌hearsay,‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌lack‌ ‌of‌ ‌evidentiary‌ ‌basis.‌ ‌In‌ ‌‌Donald‌ ‌J.‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌for‌ ‌President,‌ ‌Inc.‌ ‌v.‌‌                               
Benson‌,‌‌the‌‌Trump‌‌campaign‌‌alleged‌‌in‌‌a‌‌federal‌‌district‌‌court‌‌that‌‌Wayne‌‌County‌‌and‌‌Secretary‌‌                             
Benson‌ ‌violated‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Code‌ ‌by‌ ‌purportedly‌ ‌not‌ ‌permitting‌ ‌challengers‌ ‌to‌‌                       
observe‌‌the‌‌conduct‌‌of‌‌the‌‌election‌‌and‌‌the‌‌processing‌‌of‌‌ballots‌‌and‌‌by‌‌pre-dating‌‌ballots‌‌that‌‌                               
were‌‌not‌‌eligible‌‌to‌‌be‌‌counted.‌‌Plaintiffs‌‌voluntarily‌‌‌dismissed‌‌the‌‌case‌‌eight‌‌days‌‌later.‌‌In‌‌‌Bally‌‌                               
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v.‌ ‌Whitmer‌,‌ ‌plaintiffs‌ ‌alleged‌‌in‌‌federal‌‌district‌‌court‌‌that‌‌a‌‌certified‌‌poll‌‌watcher‌‌was‌‌excluded‌‌                             
from‌ ‌observing‌ ‌canvassing‌ ‌and‌ ‌made‌ ‌claims‌ ‌of‌ ‌fraud,‌ ‌citing‌ ‌the‌ ‌complaints‌ ‌in‌ ‌‌Constantino‌ ‌v.‌‌                           
Detroit‌ ‌and‌‌‌Donald‌‌J.‌‌Trump‌‌for‌‌President‌‌Inc.‌‌v.‌‌Benson‌.‌‌Plaintiffs‌‌voluntarily‌‌‌dismissed‌‌the‌‌case‌‌                             
within‌ ‌five‌ ‌days.‌ ‌In‌ ‌‌Johnson‌ ‌v.‌ ‌Benson‌,‌ ‌plaintiffs‌ ‌alleged‌‌that‌‌the‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state's‌‌mailing‌‌to‌‌                               
voters‌‌of‌‌absentee‌‌applications‌‌resulted‌‌in‌‌Democratic‌‌Party‌‌inspectors‌‌filling‌‌out‌‌"thousands"‌‌                       
of‌‌ballots‌‌in‌‌violation‌‌of‌‌state‌‌law.‌‌Plaintiff‌‌requested‌‌an‌‌injunction‌‌barring‌‌election‌‌certification‌‌                           
and‌ ‌voluntarily‌ ‌‌dismissed‌‌ ‌the‌ ‌case‌ ‌three‌ ‌days‌ ‌later.‌ ‌ 

‌ 
After‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌results‌ ‌were‌ ‌certified,‌ ‌two‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌were‌ ‌filed‌ ‌that‌ ‌asked‌ ‌the‌ ‌courts‌ ‌to‌‌                             
de-certify‌‌the‌‌election‌‌results‌‌or‌‌to‌‌re-certify‌‌the‌‌results‌‌in‌‌favor‌‌of‌‌Trump.‌‌In‌‌‌Johnson‌‌v.‌‌Benson‌,‌‌                                 
filed‌‌November‌‌26‌‌directly‌‌in‌‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌Supreme‌‌Court,‌‌members‌‌of‌‌Black‌‌Voices‌‌for‌‌Trump‌‌                             
alleged‌ ‌that‌ ‌state‌ ‌officials‌ ‌failed‌ ‌to‌ ‌allow‌ ‌meaningful‌ ‌poll‌ ‌observation,‌ ‌that‌ ‌they‌ ‌instructed‌‌                         
election‌‌workers‌‌to‌‌count‌‌invalid‌‌ballots,‌‌and‌‌that‌‌they‌‌unlawfully‌‌permitted‌‌counties‌‌to‌‌accept‌‌                           
private‌ ‌grants‌ ‌from‌ ‌Facebook‌ ‌founder‌ ‌and‌ ‌billionaire‌ ‌Mark‌ ‌Zuckerberg‌ ‌to‌ ‌help‌ ‌fund‌ ‌election‌‌                         
expenses.‌ ‌The‌ ‌case‌ ‌was‌‌‌dismissed‌‌by‌‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌Supreme‌‌Court‌‌for‌‌lack‌‌of‌‌jurisdiction‌‌and‌                             
because‌ ‌the‌ ‌injunction‌ ‌request‌ ‌was‌ ‌moot.‌ ‌In‌ ‌‌King‌ ‌v.‌‌Whitmer‌,‌‌filed‌‌in‌‌federal‌‌district‌‌court,‌‌six‌‌                               
Michigan‌ ‌voters‌ ‌alleged‌ ‌that‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌poll‌ ‌observers‌ ‌were‌ ‌denied‌ ‌access‌ ‌and‌ ‌that‌ ‌election‌‌                         
workers‌ ‌forged‌ ‌and‌ ‌altered‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌and‌ ‌counted‌ ‌defective‌ ‌ballots.‌ ‌They‌ ‌alleged‌ ‌violations‌ ‌of‌‌                         
both‌ ‌state‌ ‌law‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌Elections‌ ‌and‌ ‌Electors‌ ‌Clauses‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌U.S.‌ ‌Constitution.‌ ‌The‌ ‌federal‌‌                             
district‌‌court‌‌‌dismissed‌‌the‌‌case‌‌on‌‌a‌‌variety‌‌of‌‌grounds,‌‌including‌‌the‌‌‌Pullman‌‌abstention,‌‌state‌‌                             
sovereign‌‌immunity,‌‌and‌‌mootness.‌‌Plaintiffs‌‌‌filed‌‌a‌‌petition‌‌for‌‌a‌‌writ‌‌of‌‌certiorari‌‌with‌‌the‌‌U.S.‌‌                               
Supreme‌ ‌Court‌ ‌which,‌ ‌on‌ ‌February‌ ‌22,‌ ‌the‌ ‌high‌ ‌court‌ ‌‌denied‌.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Finally,‌ ‌in‌ ‌‌Leaf‌ ‌v.‌ ‌Whitmer‌,‌ ‌filed‌ ‌December‌ ‌6,‌ ‌plaintiffs‌ ‌claimed‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌Board‌ ‌of‌‌                             
Elections‌ ‌routine‌ ‌order‌ ‌to‌‌delete‌‌certain‌‌election‌‌records‌‌was‌‌intended‌‌to‌‌destroy‌‌evidence‌‌of‌‌                           
voter‌ ‌fraud.‌ ‌The‌ ‌lawsuit‌ ‌was‌‌‌thrown‌‌out‌‌on‌‌various‌‌procedural‌‌grounds,‌‌including‌‌a‌‌failure‌‌to‌‌                             
submit‌ ‌a‌ ‌proper‌ ‌complaint‌ ‌and‌ ‌a‌ ‌failure‌ ‌to‌ ‌comply‌ ‌with‌ ‌basic‌ ‌notice‌ ‌requirements.‌‌ ‌  
For‌ ‌a‌ ‌more‌ ‌detailed‌‌summary‌‌of‌‌each‌‌of‌‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌lawsuits‌‌filed‌‌post-Election‌‌Day‌‌see‌‌the‌‌                               
Stanford-MIT‌ ‌Healthy‌ ‌Elections‌ ‌Project‌ ‌report‌ ‌‌Post-Election‌ ‌Litigation‌ ‌Analysis‌ ‌and‌ ‌Summaries‌.‌ ‌ 

‌ 

B. Conspiracy‌ ‌Theories‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Conspiracy‌ ‌theories‌ ‌swirled‌ ‌in‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌on‌ ‌and‌ ‌after‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌‌causing‌ ‌what‌‌some‌‌called‌‌                           
“political‌‌chaos.”‌‌Some‌‌of‌‌these‌‌claims‌‌were‌‌either‌‌fueled‌‌or‌‌amplified‌‌by‌‌the‌‌post-Election‌‌Day‌‌                             
litigation‌ ‌described‌ ‌above.‌ ‌Some‌ ‌were‌‌fueled‌‌by‌‌Michigan’s‌‌“‌red‌‌mirage‌,”‌‌the‌‌false‌‌impression‌‌                         
that‌ ‌Trump‌ ‌was‌ ‌winning‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌because‌ ‌he‌ ‌was‌ ‌ahead‌ ‌on‌ ‌election‌ ‌night.‌ ‌This‌ ‌resulted‌‌                             
from‌‌the‌‌fact‌‌that‌‌Republicans‌‌(the‌‌so-called‌‌“red”‌‌votes)‌‌were‌‌more‌‌likely‌‌to‌‌vote‌‌in‌‌person‌‌on‌‌                                 
Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌and‌ ‌in-person‌ ‌votes‌ ‌were‌ ‌‌counted‌ ‌first‌.‌ ‌In‌ ‌the‌ ‌days‌ ‌after‌ ‌Election‌ ‌Day,‌ ‌election‌‌                             
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officials‌ ‌began‌ ‌counting‌ ‌mail‌ ‌ballots,‌ ‌and‌ ‌those‌ ‌were‌ ‌cast‌ ‌predominantly‌ ‌by‌ ‌Democrats.‌ ‌The‌‌                         
initial‌‌Republican‌‌lead‌‌slowly‌‌evaporated‌‌and‌‌eventually‌‌shifted‌‌to‌‌Biden,‌‌by‌‌bigger‌‌and‌‌bigger‌                           
margins.‌ ‌Trump‌‌himself‌‌had‌‌contributed‌‌to‌‌this‌‌phenomenon‌‌by‌‌repeatedly‌‌criticizing‌‌the‌‌use‌‌                         
of‌‌mail‌‌voting‌‌throughout‌‌the‌‌election‌‌season,‌‌contributing‌‌to‌‌the‌‌partisan‌‌differences‌‌in‌‌voting‌‌                           
methods.‌ ‌Nonetheless,‌ ‌he‌ ‌seized‌ ‌on‌ ‌the‌ ‌phenomenon‌ ‌to‌ ‌bolster‌ ‌his‌ ‌‌claims‌ ‌that,‌ ‌“We‌ ‌won‌‌                           
Michigan‌ ‌by‌ ‌a‌ ‌lot!”‌ ‌and‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌Democrats‌ ‌stole‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌through‌ ‌voter‌ ‌fraud.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Most‌‌of‌‌the‌‌conspiracy‌‌theories‌‌were‌‌easily‌‌and‌‌quickly‌‌‌debunked‌.‌‌For‌‌example,‌‌claims‌‌of‌‌ballot‌‌                             
stuffing‌‌in‌‌Flint‌‌relied‌‌on‌‌a‌‌video‌‌which‌‌‌turned‌‌out‌‌to‌‌be‌‌of‌‌a‌‌Russian‌‌polling‌‌place.‌‌Claims‌‌that‌‌a‌‌                                       
“mysterious‌ ‌wagon”‌ ‌filled‌ ‌with‌ ‌Democratic‌‌ballots‌‌was‌‌sneaked‌‌into‌‌Detroit’s‌‌TCF‌‌Center‌‌were‌‌                         
discredited‌ ‌when‌ ‌the‌ ‌wagon‌ ‌turned‌ ‌out‌ ‌to‌ ‌contain‌ ‌a‌ ‌reporter’s‌ ‌camera‌ ‌equipment.‌ ‌Two‌‌                         
conspiracy‌ ‌theories‌ ‌in‌ ‌particular,‌ ‌however,‌ ‌gained‌ ‌considerable‌ ‌traction.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
The‌ ‌first‌ ‌widespread‌ ‌conspiracy‌ ‌theory‌ ‌contended‌ ‌that‌ ‌computer‌ ‌glitches‌ ‌in‌ ‌Antrim‌ ‌and‌‌                       
Oakland‌‌counties‌‌swung‌‌the‌‌vote‌‌counts‌‌in‌‌those‌‌counties‌‌for‌‌Biden‌‌pursuant‌‌to‌‌‌a‌‌plot‌‌between‌‌                               
the‌ ‌Democratic‌ ‌Party‌ ‌and‌ ‌Dominion‌ ‌Voting‌ ‌Systems,‌ ‌a‌ ‌company‌ ‌which‌ ‌manufactures‌ ‌voting‌‌                       
machines.‌ ‌While‌‌computer‌‌glitches‌‌did‌‌occur‌‌in‌‌both‌‌Antrim‌‌and‌‌Oakland‌‌counties,‌‌both‌‌were‌‌                           
quickly‌‌identified‌‌and‌‌rectified‌,‌‌and‌‌the‌‌source‌‌of‌‌each‌‌glitch‌‌was‌‌readily‌‌ascertained.‌‌In‌‌Antrim‌‌                             
County,‌‌which‌‌‌did‌‌use‌‌Dominion‌‌voting‌‌machines,‌‌the‌‌glitch‌‌was‌‌‌caused‌‌by‌‌a‌‌failure‌‌to‌‌update‌‌                               
the‌ ‌voting‌ ‌machine‌ ‌software.‌ ‌Though‌ ‌the‌ ‌tabulation‌ ‌of‌ ‌votes‌ ‌in‌ ‌each‌ ‌county‌ ‌precinct‌ ‌was‌‌                           
correct,‌ ‌as‌ ‌‌verified‌ ‌by‌‌a‌‌hand‌‌count,‌‌the‌‌glitch‌‌caused‌‌the‌‌individual‌‌precinct‌‌vote‌‌tallies‌‌to‌‌be‌‌                                 
added‌‌together‌‌incorrectly,‌‌so‌‌the‌‌unofficial‌‌vote‌‌total‌‌for‌‌the‌‌county‌‌was‌‌off‌‌by‌‌a‌‌few‌‌thousand‌‌                                 
votes‌ ‌until‌ ‌the‌ ‌error‌ ‌was‌ ‌quickly‌ ‌discovered‌ ‌and‌ ‌fixed.‌ ‌In‌ ‌Oakland,‌ ‌a‌ ‌software‌ ‌glitch‌ ‌‌caused‌‌                             
some‌‌votes‌‌to‌‌be‌‌counted‌‌twice.‌‌However,‌‌the‌‌issue‌‌was‌‌‌fixed‌‌within‌‌a‌‌day‌‌of‌‌being‌‌identified.‌‌                                 
Moreover,‌ ‌Oakland’s‌ ‌voting‌ ‌machines‌ ‌were‌ ‌not‌ ‌made‌ ‌by‌ ‌Dominion,‌ ‌so‌ ‌its‌‌glitch‌‌could‌‌not‌‌be‌‌                             
attributed‌ ‌to‌ ‌Dominion.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
The‌ ‌second‌ ‌prevalent‌ ‌conspiracy‌ ‌theory‌ ‌professed‌ ‌that‌ ‌Republican‌ ‌election‌ ‌challengers‌ ‌were‌‌                     
unfairly‌ ‌barred‌ ‌from‌ ‌observing‌ ‌absentee‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌processing‌ ‌and‌ ‌counting‌ ‌in‌ ‌Detroit‌ ‌in‌ ‌Wayne‌‌                         
County.‌ ‌This‌ ‌‌claim‌ ‌was‌ ‌parroted‌ ‌in‌ ‌several‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌and‌ ‌‌amplified‌ ‌by‌ ‌Trump‌‌                             
himself‌ ‌on‌ ‌Twitter.‌ ‌Some‌ ‌election‌ ‌challengers‌ ‌were‌ ‌prevented‌ ‌from‌ ‌entering‌ ‌Detroit's‌ ‌TCF‌‌                       
center,‌ ‌but‌ ‌this‌ ‌was‌ ‌because‌ ‌the‌ ‌number‌ ‌of‌ ‌challengers‌ ‌already‌ ‌there‌ ‌observing‌ ‌the‌‌process‌‌                           
had‌ ‌‌reached‌ ‌the‌ ‌limit‌ ‌allowed‌ ‌under‌ ‌state‌ ‌law.‌ ‌In‌ ‌fact,‌ ‌over‌‌100‌‌Republican‌‌challengers‌‌were‌‌                             
allowed‌‌ ‌to‌ ‌observe‌ ‌the‌ ‌ballot‌ ‌processing‌ ‌and‌ ‌counting‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌TCF‌ ‌center.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 
‌ 
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C. Legislative‌ ‌Hearings‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Conspiracy‌‌theories,‌‌misinformation,‌‌and‌‌disinformation‌‌were‌‌also‌‌‌amplified‌‌in‌‌Michigan‌‌state‌‌                     
legislative‌ ‌hearings‌ ‌held‌ ‌on‌ ‌December‌ ‌1‌ ‌and‌ ‌2.‌ ‌Just‌ ‌eight‌ ‌days‌ ‌after‌ ‌certification‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌state‌‌                               
vote,‌‌the‌‌Michigan‌‌legislature‌‌held‌‌‌hearings‌‌to‌‌allow‌‌witnesses‌‌to‌‌testify‌‌to‌‌alleged‌‌voter‌‌fraud,‌‌                             
largely‌‌focused‌‌on‌‌vote‌‌counting‌‌at‌‌the‌‌TCF‌‌Center‌‌in‌‌Detroit.‌‌The‌‌hearings‌‌were‌‌unorthodox‌‌by‌‌                               
most‌ ‌legislative‌ ‌hearing‌ ‌standards.‌ ‌Neither‌ ‌the‌ ‌witnesses‌ ‌nor‌ ‌President‌ ‌Trump’s‌ ‌personal‌‌                     
attorney,‌ ‌Rudy‌ ‌Giulani,‌ ‌were‌ ‌required‌ ‌to‌ ‌‌testify‌ ‌under‌ ‌oath.‌ ‌No‌ ‌cross‌ ‌examination‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌‌                           
witnesses‌ ‌was‌ ‌‌allowed‌,‌ ‌so‌ ‌the‌‌witness‌‌claims‌‌went‌‌largely‌‌unchallenged.‌‌One‌‌lawmaker‌‌‌faced‌‌                         
death‌‌threats‌‌after‌‌questioning‌‌witnesses.‌‌The‌‌hearings‌‌gave‌‌a‌‌‌largely‌‌uncontested‌‌microphone‌‌                       
to‌‌many‌‌of‌‌the‌‌same‌‌claims‌‌of‌‌voter‌‌fraud‌‌that‌‌did‌‌not‌‌hold‌‌up‌‌in‌‌lawsuit‌‌after‌‌lawsuit.‌‌In‌‌fact,‌‌                                       
many‌‌of‌‌the‌‌affidavits‌‌submitted‌‌in‌‌advance‌‌of‌‌the‌‌hearings‌‌‌were‌‌the‌‌very‌‌same‌‌affidavits‌‌that‌                               
courts‌ ‌had‌‌concluded‌‌were‌‌not‌‌credible.‌‌For‌‌example,‌‌witnesses‌‌‌claimed‌‌that‌‌voter‌‌turnout‌‌in‌‌                           
some‌ ‌districts‌ ‌was‌ ‌over‌ ‌100%‌ ‌of‌ ‌registered‌ ‌voters,‌ ‌that‌ ‌late‌ ‌ballots‌ ‌were‌ ‌“back-dated”‌ ‌by‌‌                           
election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌so‌ ‌they‌ ‌could‌‌be‌‌counted,‌‌and‌‌that‌‌thousands‌‌of‌‌ballots‌‌were‌‌counted‌‌twice.‌‌                             
This‌‌testimony‌‌was‌‌‌dramatic‌‌and‌‌colorful‌‌and,‌‌because‌‌it‌‌was‌‌also‌‌televised‌‌to‌‌a‌‌wide‌‌audience,‌‌                               
some‌ ‌clips‌ ‌from‌ ‌the‌ ‌broadcast‌ ‌went‌ ‌‌viral‌.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
Ultimately,‌‌the‌‌hearings‌‌were‌‌widely‌‌viewed‌‌as‌‌presenting‌‌‌little‌‌definitive‌‌evidence‌‌of‌‌fraud,‌‌and‌‌                           
the‌ ‌Michigan‌ ‌legislature‌ ‌did‌ ‌not‌ ‌take‌ ‌any‌ ‌action‌ ‌based‌ ‌on‌ ‌them.‌ ‌However,‌ ‌the‌ ‌nationwide‌‌                           
audience‌ ‌reached‌ ‌with‌ ‌television‌ ‌and‌ ‌viral‌ ‌video‌ ‌clips‌ ‌likely‌ ‌contributed‌‌to‌‌the‌‌‌mistrust‌‌many‌‌                           
Republicans‌ ‌harbored‌ ‌that‌ ‌the‌ ‌November‌ ‌election‌ ‌was‌ ‌not‌ ‌conducted‌ ‌fairly.‌‌ ‌  

‌ 
‌ 

VIII. Conclusion‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Michigan‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials‌ ‌and‌ ‌poll‌ ‌workers‌ ‌conducted‌ ‌a‌ ‌safe,‌ ‌secure,‌ ‌and‌ ‌accessible‌ ‌general‌‌                         
election‌‌in‌‌November‌‌2020,‌‌amid‌‌the‌‌coronavirus‌‌pandemic.‌‌A‌‌record‌‌number‌‌of‌‌Michiganders‌‌                         
voted.‌‌The‌‌state’s‌‌adoption‌‌of‌‌no-excuse‌‌mail‌‌voting‌‌enabled‌‌a‌‌record‌‌number‌‌of‌‌Michiganders‌‌                           
to‌ ‌vote‌ ‌by‌ ‌mail‌‌ballot,‌‌and‌‌the‌‌state‌‌well‌‌accommodated‌‌the‌‌surge‌‌in‌‌demand.‌‌For‌‌those‌‌who‌‌                                 
decided‌ ‌to‌ ‌vote‌ ‌in‌ ‌person,‌ ‌polling‌ ‌places‌ ‌were‌ ‌adequately‌ ‌staffed‌ ‌and‌ ‌took‌ ‌numerous‌‌                         
precautions‌‌to‌‌protect‌‌voter‌‌health.‌‌Michigan’s‌‌election‌‌infrastructure‌‌faced‌‌only‌‌minor‌‌hiccups:‌‌                       
a‌‌couple‌‌of‌‌long‌‌voter‌‌lines,‌‌two‌‌quickly‌‌rectified‌‌voting‌‌machine‌‌glitches‌‌on‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌and‌‌a‌‌                                 
series‌ ‌of‌ ‌robocalls‌ ‌and‌ ‌robotexts‌ ‌that‌ ‌spread‌ ‌false‌ ‌information,‌ ‌largely‌ ‌corrected‌ ‌by‌ ‌state‌‌                         
officials.‌ ‌In‌ ‌the‌ ‌words‌ ‌of‌ ‌Secretary‌ ‌of‌ ‌State‌ ‌Benson,‌ ‌the‌ ‌election‌ ‌went‌ ‌“‌incredibly‌ ‌smoothly‌.”‌‌                           
Even‌ ‌the‌ ‌counting‌ ‌of‌ ‌ballots,‌ ‌which‌ ‌was‌ ‌expected‌ ‌to‌‌take‌‌up‌‌to‌‌three‌‌days‌‌after‌‌Election‌‌Day,‌‌                                 
was‌ ‌sufficiently‌‌far‌‌along‌‌by‌‌6‌‌p.m.‌‌the‌‌day‌‌after‌‌Election‌‌Day‌‌for‌‌the‌‌press‌‌to‌‌call‌‌the‌‌election‌‌                                     
(though‌ ‌there‌ ‌were‌ ‌still‌ ‌votes‌ ‌to‌ ‌be‌ ‌reported).‌‌ ‌  
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‌ 
Unfortunately,‌ ‌the‌ ‌flood‌ ‌of‌ ‌post-election‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌filed‌‌in‌‌Michigan‌‌and‌‌the‌‌related‌‌conspiracy‌‌                         
theories,‌‌amplified‌‌in‌‌the‌‌state‌‌legislative‌‌hearings,‌‌helped‌‌‌undermine‌‌the‌‌confidence‌‌of‌‌some‌‌                         
voters‌‌that‌‌the‌‌election‌‌was‌‌conducted‌‌fairly.‌‌Buoyed‌‌by‌‌the‌‌“red‌‌mirage”‌‌of‌‌President‌‌Trump’s‌‌                             
potential‌ ‌victory‌ ‌on‌ ‌election‌ ‌night,‌ ‌the‌ ‌lawsuits‌ ‌perpetuated‌ ‌and‌ ‌lent‌‌credibility‌‌to‌‌conspiracy‌                         
theories‌ ‌of‌ ‌voter‌ ‌fraud‌ ‌and‌ ‌created‌ ‌anger‌ ‌‌directed‌ ‌at‌ ‌election‌ ‌officials.‌ ‌The‌ ‌courts‌ ‌quickly‌‌                           
dismissed‌‌all‌‌of‌‌the‌‌post-election‌‌lawsuits‌‌brought‌‌before‌‌them.‌‌Nonetheless,‌‌it‌‌is‌‌likely‌‌to‌‌take‌‌                             
time‌‌and‌‌a‌‌concerted,‌‌collaborative‌‌effort‌‌from‌‌both‌‌parties‌‌in‌‌Michigan’s‌‌legislature‌‌to‌‌combat‌‌                           
the‌ ‌rampant‌ ‌misinformation‌ ‌disseminated‌ ‌about‌ ‌the‌ ‌election.‌‌Secretary‌‌Benson‌‌notes‌‌on‌‌the‌‌                       
official‌‌secretary‌‌of‌‌state‌‌website‌‌that‌‌“[l]eaders‌‌can‌‌work‌‌together,‌‌across‌‌the‌‌aisle,‌‌to‌‌heal‌‌the‌‌                               
damage‌ ‌that‌ ‌has‌ ‌been‌ ‌done,‌ ‌by‌ ‌unequivocally‌ ‌stating‌ ‌the‌ ‌truth‌ ‌to‌ ‌their‌ ‌colleagues‌ ‌and‌‌                           
constituents—that‌ ‌the‌ ‌2020‌ ‌election‌ ‌was‌ ‌secure‌ ‌and‌ ‌fair,‌ ‌and‌ ‌the‌ ‌results‌ ‌are‌ ‌an‌ ‌accurate‌‌                           
reflection‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌will‌ ‌of‌ ‌the‌ ‌voters.”‌ ‌Given‌ ‌Michigan’s‌ ‌highly‌ ‌partisan‌ ‌landscape,‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌unclear‌‌                             
whether‌ ‌and‌ ‌when‌ ‌any‌ ‌such‌ ‌collaboration‌ ‌will‌ ‌occur‌ ‌or‌ ‌whether‌ ‌the‌ ‌Republican-controlled‌‌                       
legislature‌ ‌will‌ ‌take‌ ‌steps‌ ‌to‌ ‌restore‌ ‌confidence‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌state’s‌ ‌electoral‌ ‌system.‌‌ ‌  
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