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Abstract  
MOOCs have attracted attention for their ability to bring low-cost educational opportunities to 
the world, but learners are using them in so many more ways than most people are already 
aware. From a high school class in rural Georgia learning how to be entrepreneurs, to students 
across the country prepping for an AP exam in Microeconomics, to teachers customizing 
content for use in their own classrooms; MOOCs offer an adaptability that gives them incredible 
potential to create new pathways of learning. 

Introduction 
An MITx MOOC is not a simple copy of an on-campus course. Faculty put together a team of 
people to decide on the course content, create materials, and assemble it on the website. MITx 
staff support these efforts with video production specialists, educational technologists and 
learning scientists, intellectual property coordinators, and more. Learners then access the 
courses through the edX website. But personal growth isn’t the only reason for taking a MOOC. 
Many learners have taken courses for academic credit or professional development (1). Schools 
have integrated MOOC content into their own in-person courses in different ways. There’s 
enormous potential for using these courses and materials in more formal solutions. Survey 
results indicate that as many as 1 in 4 learners taking an MITx MOOC identifies as an educator; 
taking the course either to improve their own skills, or to adapt content for use in their own 
classrooms (2). We want to encourage this type of behavior, making it a more obvious 
possibility. 

Results 
At MITx, we are on the front lines of this new educational frontier. With over 170 unique MOOCs 
created, and more than 450 individual course runs since our inception in 2012, MITx is one of 
the largest and most pre-eminent providers of MOOCs to the global community. Driven by our 
mission “to transform teaching and learning at MIT and around the globe through the innovative 
use of digital technologies,” our courses are already influencing education in numerous ways: 
improving methods of blended learning, providing a foundation of learning in seminars, and as 
an impetus for the expansion of research in educational fields and theories. We want to share 
these stories, talk about how MOOCs can be integrated into an existing educational 
environment, and encourage the audience to discover new applications for MOOCs in their own 
professional worlds. 
 
There are a number of ways that MOOCs are already being used. 

- For personal growth: a learner can brush up on subject matter, or learn about a new 
field. 

- For official course credit: several MITx MOOCs already offer class credit directly, and 
past learners have submitted verified certificates for acceptance. 
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- As test preparation and/or placement exams: MITx MOOCs have been used, and in a 
few cases were designed, as AP preparation courses. There are also courses such as 
7.00x which are being used on-campus as placement exams for students. 

- Professional Development: Either in a formal setting when offered by an employer, or 
when submitted as proof of an accomplishment, lifetime learners are using MOOCs to 
grow in their careers. 

 
There is also an option for creating a Custom Course, or CCx, based on an existing MITx 
MOOC. MIT licenses these MOOCs so that a teacher can build a version of the course 
specifically for their students; selecting specific content, setting their own schedule and pace, 
and having direct access to grading.  
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