D-Lab India 

The challenges of modern India have been part of D-Lab’s work for several years.  As initiatives with partners have matured, new relationships have formed as well, allowing D-Lab to learn more about the country’s diversity and dedication to improving quality of life at a local level.  Recent D-Lab partners have taken the team from Karnataka province to Gujarat and Rajasthan.
In Karnataka, partners like SELCO – a solar lighting company – have deep local connections from providing reliable services for years.  Their experience will be valuable to newer organizations like the one they are tied to through D-Lab, the S3IDF, which attracts funding for infrastructural development at a level sustainable and supportable within the community.  Here, the team also rejoined old partners at the Srishti School of Design, which started a design class similar to D-Lab to address issues in Karnataka like water availability and waste treatment.  Working with partners and locals, the D-Lab team constructed a peanut sheller that may create a several small business opportunities in nearby villages where peanuts are shelled by hand.
Small business and micro-loans are also the focus in Gujarat, where D-Lab works with the SEWA Bank.  Bank clients receive loans for things like smokeless chulah stoves that improve their daily lives at home or in business.  The team was hosted in low-income areas of Ahmedabad, living, working, and eating with vegetable vendors and other laborers.  The first-hand experience made it possible to understand community needs beyond the level an interview alone could provide.  Living with the vendors made it clear that the evaporative cooling technique of the pot-in-pot would be valuable in the area, leading to a demonstration to SEWA and other locals.
In Gujarat as well as in Rajasthan, community clinics expressed concern over the rapid spread of tuberculosis, and the difficulty in getting patients to adhere to a treatment regimen.  The team interviewed staff and patients at health cooperatives and monitoring centers, seeking technical needs that could be addressed by future MIT teams.
D-Lab India 

During previous trips to India, the D-Lab teams worked with the Dehradun Institute of Technology, where they established a water quality laboratory and developed a website prototype to sell goods on the internet.  Similarly, the teams also worked with the students from the Saint Longowal Institute of Engineering and Technology (SLIET) to establish a community radio program on useful agricultural practices.  Even though the students really enjoyed working on these projects, we changed the trip for January 2007 (needs an explanation as to why).  

As a part of the D-lab team, we spent 3 weeks in India during the month of IAP. Karnataka, Gujarat and Rajasthan were the three provinces where we worked for a week each in collaboration with a number of new community partners. 

KARNATAKA

Our primary contacts in Karnataka were Srishti School of Design, S3IDF (Small scale sustainable infrastructure development fund) and SELCO Solar light private limited.  In Bangalore, where the main offices of SELCO and S3IDF were situated, we were given a briefing by different representatives regarding the function of the organizations and the various projects that were being piloted. SELCO has been working in the state of Karnataka for the past 12 years, providing reliable solar electricity to more than a quarter million of the population in the rural areas of South India. S3IDF on the other hand, was founded in 2002 to promote small scale infrastructure services. The Srishti School of Design piloted a course called ‘Design Lab’ similar to D-Lab: design in collaboration with Design that Matters. Some of the past projects included rainwater harvesting, energy efficient stoves, waste composting.  At Srishti we had a meeting with the head of the institution and the instructor who had been involved in the development of the class. 
From Bangalore we traveled to the village of Nayakanhatty and Sirah in the Chitradurgah district. In Sirah we visited one of the hamlets where S3IDF had set up a telecom project (an installed phone that charged 1 rupee per minute for local calls) and also the solar lantern project.  In Nayakanhatty we held the peanut sheller demonstration in the building of the Chiattanya Rural Women and Children Welfare Society and also visited some of the other telecom projects along with the schools where S3IDF had provided funding for setting up computer labs. A visit to the local peanut decorticator plant provided insight to the current technology being employed and the prevalent conditions of peanut shelling.
GUJARAT

In Gujarat we primarily worked with SEWA Bank in the Ahmedabad district. In the city of Ahmedabad we had a number of meetings at the SEWA Bank headquarters. During the first meeting we were given an overview of the organization and also met with the representative heading the URJA project that focused on providing energy services for women. Visits to homes where SEWA members were using various energy products such as the ‘sarai cooker’, ‘smokeless chulah’ and the ‘starlight stove’ were also organized. Similar visits were extended to some villages on the outskirts of Ahmedabad as well, where the solar lighting system and the starlight stove were the main attraction. Information on the efficient use of bio-gas was obtained through interviewing some of the individuals who had set up bio-digesters in the village. 

For two days and a night the D-Lab team also took part in the Exposure Dialogue Program (EDP) in the slum areas of Ahmedabad, where we stayed at the home of two SEWA Bank members, a paper picker and vegetable vendor. The EDP was an eye opening experience for the team- it was encouraging to see how the program was a requirement for all SEWA Bank staff as well.  Observing the conditions, the routine and facilitating a dialogue with the local community provided insight to the needs and priorities of some of the SEWA members. This was particularly useful when it came to evaluating the use of the ‘pot-in-pot’ technology by the vegetable vendors. A demonstration of the pot-in-pot technology was given to the URJA energy staff at the SEWA Bank headquarters as well. 
A visit to the Parivartan housing scheme, a part of the SEWA Mahila Housing Trust that focused on slum upgrade, provided a unique contrast to the conditions that had been visited in the slum areas where the team resided during the EDP.  A meeting with representatives from the SEWA Mahila Housing Trust was also instrumental in collecting some information regarding housing in rural areas of Gujarat, especially the reconstruction after the Gujarat Earthquake in 2005. 
Information required regarding the treatment and reasons why TB patients do not adhere to drugs was obtained through a visit to the primary health facility in Ahmedabad that had a TB clinic and also through interviewing members of the men’s health cooperative in the village we visited. 
RAJASTHAN

In Rajasthan, our main community partner was Seva Mandir. One of the main goals for collaboration was gathering data regarding the TB project. However, we were only able to have a brief meeting with a health care provider while at Seva Mandir, as she was not accessible until the last day of our trip.  We also had meetings with the staff members involved in some of the monitoring initiatives for education and health centers, which brought forth various design challenges including improving the stamping devices used to monitor the ANMs and upgrading the camera used to supervise teacher attendance. Visits regarding the health monitoring initiatives were extended to the health sub-center and the iron fortification chukki.  Our visits to these sites generated another design challenge involving the process in which one mixes iron into the flour.  
