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Areas of Special Interest 
Database systems, data warehouses, federated database systems, database systems for new 
application areas, operating systems 
 
Professsional Preparation: 
B.S.E.E. - Princeton University 1961 
PhD Computer Information and Control Engineering - Univ. of Michigan 1971 
 
Appointments 
University of California, Berkeley – Asst. Professor 1971-1976,  

Assoc. Professor 1976-1982,  
Professor 1982-1994,  
Professor of the Graduate School 1994-1999. 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology – Senior lecturer 2001-2002 
    Adjunct Professor 2002- 

Ingres Corporation – Founder and Chief Technology Officer - 1980-1992 
Illustra Corporation – Founder and Chief Technology Officer - 1992-1996 
Informix Corporation – Chief Technology Officer - 1996-2000 
Cohera Corporation – Founder and Chief Technology Officer - 1997-2001 
Required Technology, Inc. Chief Technology Officer 2001- 2002 
Streambase, Inc. – Founder and Chief Technology Officer – 2003- 
Vertica Systems, Inc. – Founder and Chief Technology Officer – 2005 – 
 
Awards and Honors: 
ACM Software System Award 1988 
ACM SIGMOD Innovation Award 1992 
National Academy of Engineering 1998 
Computer Reseller News – Hall of Fame Member, 1999 
IEEE John von Neumann Medal 2005 
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Synergistic Activities: 
 

• Wrote several major public domain DBMS prototypes, including C-Store, Ingres and 
POSTGRESQL.  The latter system is currently widely used as a teaching instrument in 
universities and forms the basic for several commercial DBMS products. 

• Have founded the New England Database Symposium (NEDS) as a mechanism for 
Boston-area DBMS researchers to network and collaborate. 

• Have produced 4 editions of the “Red Book” – an edited collection of papers that forms 
the core readings in many graduate database courses. 

• Have organized (in conjunction with Jim Gray) four self assessments (roughly every 5 
years) of the DBMS field by senior researchers. 

• Have started (in conjunction with Jim Gray and David Dewitt) the Conference on Data 
Systems Research (CIDR) – a conference oriented toward practical research in data 
systems.  

 
Collaborations:  Betty Salzberg (Northeastern), Stan Zdonik (Brown), Mitch Cherniak 
(Brandeis),  Joey Hellerstein (Berkeley), Joachim Hammer  (Florida), Sam Madden (M.I.T.), Pat 
O’Neil (UMass/Boston) 
 
PhD Advisor: Dr. Arch Naylor (Michigan) – now retired 
 
Completed PhD students:  (sample from more than 20 completed PhD students) Gerald Held 
(until recently Vp/ Eng’g of Oracle Corp.), Robert Epstein (founder and until recently VP/Eng’g 
of Sybase Corp.), Paula Hawthorn (most recently VP/Eng’g of Informix Corp.), Dale Skein 
(founder and CTO of Vitria Corp.), Mike Carey (Senior Architect at BEA),  Margo Seltzer 
(Assoc Professor of Computer Science at Harvard), Anant Jhingran (Manager -  Database 
Department of IBM Almaden Research Laboratory) 
 
   


