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Despite a law passed by Congress in 2009 after low absentee voter turnout in the 2008 elections among US military personnel deployed overseas, the Military
Voter Protection Project released statistics earlier this month which revealed that requests by military voters for absentee ballots had dropped significantly since
2008 to a record low.

The most significant drops were in the key battleground states of Virginia and Ohio, which both saw requests for absentee ballots by military personnel
deployed overseas drop 70 percent:

The drop in military voter ballot requests happened despite the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment Act (or MOVE Act), which Congress passed in 2009
following the 2008 election’s low military voter turnout. The law created a program called the Federal Voting Assistance Program, tasked with creating voting
assistance services for active duty military members serving at overseas military installations.

But the FVAP hasn’t set up a single military voter assistance office at a number of military installations overseas according to findings in an August DOD
Inspector General report. Part of the problem is a bureaucratic tangle of funding hurdles, but US News and World Report published an article this month
reporting that part of the problem is resistance from the Department of Defense itself.

The Pentagon’s failure to implement the 2009 act of Congress will likely leave thousands of military voters disenfranchised in the 2012 election. Some

Photo: US Air Force / Author: Master Sgt. Scott Reed

Graph: usnews.com / Info: Military Voter Protection Project

http://ivn.us/voters/W__E__Messamore/
http://ivn.us/category/electoral-reform/ballot-access/
http://ivn.us/category/elections-2012/
http://ivn.us/category/issues/
http://ivn.us/category/legislation/
http://ivn.us/category/elections-2012/president/
http://ivn.us/category/issues/war/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comments
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cr8RiCz1mUYqvM--LlAKlm4GAC9Ka6qgDmvyjwTHAjbcBEAEgtc_KH1Dgiu7e_f____8BYMme64bIo6AZoAHa6_P1A8gBA-ACAKgDAcgDnQSqBMYBT9DQJJQuLtlsjfxE-7yIEEKUoclQXKfoaaZpkgnMut4Za9D-esW61g-BnakqskmuLwz8FPxRrLoAEI9QPUx5kY97oPh1BMV7_bVD8gg-XgHwK2KxtASplJNCTGvKFt-LOJJU_pgdZfw7oKZiZlAmGRPpSxtMPH5mHsUx6Pcz9kK3nK2Q_xDS_HdYqXAUjhpx9qvq2t8mhhfwBDgfnHAwMrhmwn5l8hjPzlUn_BA9iV4gOHEo55eLOu56BFONN0Axdg7MjosU4AQBiAYBoAYDgAeOlIwK&num=1&cid=5Gib-9wOl2thRmDUscOhfk7D&sig=AOD64_3yFdUtyX5C_hUnWo08WnY7szaNtQ&client=ca-pub-9774664081201936&adurl=http://pm.gspmonline.com/masters-in-political-mgmt-nc/&nm=1
javascript:onCloseClick()
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/10/01/military-ballot-requests-down-in-key-battleground-states/
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2012/10/02/military-vote-missing-this-election--including-in-big-swing-states
http://www.usnews.com/news/blogs/washington-whispers/2012/10/02/military-vote-missing-this-election--including-in-big-swing-states


http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#respond
http://thehill.com/blogs/defcon-hill/army/263139-military-voters-face-ongoing-trouble-at-the-polls-despite-pentagon-efforts
http://ivn.us/voters/michaelhigham/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-48987
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=48987#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/tlharel/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49806
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49806#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49848
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49848#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49854
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49854#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/jsusskind/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-48993
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=48993#respond


http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49919
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49919#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/hailife/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49048
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49048#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49923
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49923#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000531821086
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-48996
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=48996#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49857
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49857#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49880
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49880#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002900434428
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-48997
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=48997#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000124223425
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-48998
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=48998#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49926
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49926#respond


http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1127691784
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-48999
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=48999#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1512763777
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49000
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49000#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49928
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49928#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001155532035
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49004
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49004#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49931
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49931#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1539661588
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49005
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49005#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1539661588
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49006
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49006#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1285694644
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49007
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49007#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49884
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49884#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003812663850
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49008
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49008#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49886


http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49886#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100003497303542
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49015
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49015#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=725792256
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49017
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49017#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49890
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49890#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000425373846
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49018
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49018#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000279962905
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49061
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49061#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49913
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49913#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1115251151
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49062
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49062#respond
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001794152111
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49301
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49301#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/williamboardman/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49911
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49911#respond
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-50055


http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=50055#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/iandawes/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-49918
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=49918#respond
http://ivn.us/voters/alexg/
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-50384
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=50384#respond
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/#comment-53536
http://ivn.us/2012/10/25/military-voters-disenfranchised-record-low-2012-turnout/?replytocom=53536#respond

