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Abstract

The aim of this dissertation is to elaborate and assess the Relational View of perceptual
experience, and to compare it to its main rival, the Representational View. Roughly stated, the
core claim of the Relational View is that veridical perceptual experience is basically a matter of
perceiving material entities in one's environment. By contrast, the Representational View holds
that all kinds of perceptual experience consist in a propositional attitude-i.e., in representing a
proposition to the effect that one's environment is a certain way.

In Chapter 1, I attempt to improve upon previous articulations of the Relational View's
account of veridical experience by way of contrasting it with the Representational View. I then
turn to the Relational View's account of non-veridical perceptual experience (i.e., illusions and
hallucinations), and I argue that the most plausible account is a version of disjunctivism-
roughly, a view on which veridical and at least hallucinatory experiences are fundamentally
different. Finally, I outline and assess the main motivations that have been offered for the
Relational View.

In Chapter 2, I consider existing objections to the Relational View, and I argue that
several of them are misguided. An objection that isn 't misguided, however, is the worry that the
Relational View cannot give plausible accounts of non-veridical perceptual experiences. I argue
that this objection is not (yet) fatal to the Relational View on the grounds that certain
Relationalist accounts of illusions and hallucinations have been under-explored, and I conclude
Chapter 2 by elaborating and defending them.

Finally, in Chapter 3, I develop a novel objection to the Relational View. The Relational
View has been criticized for the difficulties it faces in giving plausible accounts of non-veridical
experiences, but it is usually taken for granted that it offers a plausible account of veridical
experience. I argue that any theory of perceptual experience should be able to accommodate the
role perceptual experience plays in explaining belief. I consider four kinds of ways in which the
Relationalist might attempt to accommodate this role in the case of veridical experience, and I
argue that the only viable ones require weighty metaphysical commitments. I conclude that if the
Relationalist cannot defend these commitments, we should endorse the Representational View.
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