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Abstract:

My dissertation asks how we affect conversational context and how it affects us when
we participate in any conversation—including philosophical conversations.

Chapter 1 argues that speakers make pragmatic presuppositions when they use
proper names. I appeal to these presuppositions in giving a treatment of Frege’s puzzle
that is consistent with the claim that coreferential proper names have the same seman-
tic value. I outline an explanation of the way presupposition carrying expressions in
general behave in belief ascriptions, and suggest that substitutivity failure is a special
case of this behavior.

Chapter 2 develops a compositional probabilistic semantics for the language of
subjective uncertainty, including epistemic adjectives scoped under quantifiers. I argue
that we should distinguish sharply between the effects that epistemically hedged state-
ments have on conversational context, and the effects that they have on belief states.
I also suggest that epistemically hedged statements are a kind of doxastic advice, and
- explain how this hypothesis illuminates some otherwise puzzling phenomena.

Chapter 3 argues that ordinary causal talk is deeply sensitive to conversational con-
text. The principle that I formulate to characterize that context sensitivity explains at
least some of the oddness of ‘systematic causal overdetermination, and explains why
some putative overgenerated causes are never felicitously counted, in conversation, as
causes. But the principle also makes metaphysical theorizing about causation rather
indirectly constrained by ordinary language judgments.
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