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Thesis Abstract

I consider three ways in which our epistemic situation might be more impoverished than we
ordinarily take it to be. I argue that we can save our robust epistemic lives from the skeptic. But
only if we accept that they aren’t quite as robust as we thought.

In Chapter One, I ask whether the discovery that your belief has been influenced by your
background should worry you. I provide a principled way of distinguishing between the kind of
influence that is evidence of our own error, and the kind that is not. I argue, contra the dogmatist,
that appropriate humility requires us to reduce confidence in response to the former. I conclude
by explaining the nature and import of such humility: what it is, what accommodating it
rationally amounts to, and why it need not entail skepticism.

In Chapter Two, I ask whether awareness of disagreement calls for a similar sort of humility.
Many of those who think it does make a plausible exception for propositions in which we are
rationally highly confident. I show that, on the contrary, rational high confidence can make
disagreement especially significant. This is because the significance of disagreement is largely
shaped by our antecedent expectations, and we should not expect disagreement about
propositions in which high confidence is appropriate.

In Chapter Three, I consider whether a deflated theory of knowledge can help negotiate the path
between skepticism and dogmatism more generally. I argue that knowing some proposition does
not automatically entitle you to reason with it. The good news is that, on this view, we know a lot.
The bad news is that most of what we know is junk: we cannot reason with it to gain more
knowledge. It thus cannot play many of the roles that we typically want knowledge to play.
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